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Great Escapes features varius
rravel newas itemas, Send news
leuds to Hugh Gallagher, axsin.
tant managing editor, Obaerver
& Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, M]
48150, ur fax them to (314 691-
7279,

IEUZE VACATION

-~ The West Bloomfield Pavks
und flecreation Department ia
Soordinating a trip to Belize in
Central America, The 8-day toip
wnl] include virits to Mayan
wing, the 1,000-foot Hidden
Falls, o joguar preserve and a
bird sanctuary. The trip departs
Deotroit Metro Friday,March 27,
and retumps Friday, April 3. It
gostx $1,991 for a resident of
West Bloomfield and $2,056 for a
pon-resident. The fee includen
mund -trip air, cight doys and
weven aights deluxe accommoda-
tions, most meals, transfers,
Baggnge handling and an
English-speoking escort. To reg-
uter, call (248)738-2600..A non-
refundable depoyit of $500 in due
Jan. 16,

REW YORK, NEW YORX
~ Detroit Public Televinion ata-
Tion Channel 56 is sponsoring a
New York City Cultural Get-
hway, April 30 to May 3, A
pd number of spots are available
Jor the trip which includes air-
fare, choice seats for n andwny
crformance of “Ragtime,” a New
gnrk Phitharmonic concert, a
Iour of the Guggenheim Museum
und dining at some of the city's
Jjestaurants, including Tavern on
4he Green and 11 Mulino.
The cultural getaway iz also
highlighted by backstage visits
at Lincoln Center to explore the
‘Metropolitan Opera House,
Avery Fisher Hall and the New
Work State Theatre. Guests will
xay at the Essex House an Cen-

BOOK HAPPENINGS

GREA’I‘ ESCAPES

Lml I'nrk The an um'- $2.4
per person based an double occu-
paney and includes trunaport:
tion, nccommodutions, per!
maeces, mcals and gratuitios.

For reservatiung and informa-
tion, call (313)876-8162.

HORSES ON BOARD

Carnival Cruise Lines MS Hut-
iduy recently became the {irat
cruise ship to offer live video
simulcasts of horse races via
satellite from some of the world's
top thoroughbred tracks, The
races ure broadeast in the new
“Ocean Turf Cluh,” which is
located in the ship’s casino on
Promenade Deck and operaten
much the same as o puri-mutuel
truck on land. After selecting the
horse of their choice, guests’
wogers are tranamitted via
nateflite directly to the host
track and confirmation in the
form af a betting =lip in reecived
in a matter of seconds. Racing
odds and payouts are identical to
the host track on shore nnd win-
ning bets are cashed at the
ship's coxino window.

WINTER ACTIVITIES

‘The Michigan Department ol

Natural Resources has o number
of winter time nct = planned
from bird hikes at Ma
State Park, cross country
at Mitchell State Purk,
ing workshops, luge races.
snow shoe romp und much more.
Activitics this caming weck
include 2 9 a.m. Suturday, Dee.
13, bird hike at Maybury
Park in Northville (244-344
8390); croas country skiing by a
full moon 7-10 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 13, at Mitchell State Park
9.13211 Rus-
tic cabins, mini-cabins and
campgrounds nre availuble for
overnight stoys, To reserve a
place, call 1-8004-1PARKS,

-
Book Happenings features vari-
wps happenings at suburban
Twokstores, Send news leads fo
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
“Eeccatrir Newspupers, In.,

. 41 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI
40, or fax them to (313) 591
:#079

HORDERS
IBIRMINGHAM,WOODWARD)

- Classical kids: The Making of a
*: Violin, 2 p.m. Sunday, Bec. 14;
=, Mike Karoud's cello jazz, 7 p.m.
= Wednesday, Dec. 17; Sean

= Blackman and John Arnold on gui-
,lnvs 7:30 p.m. Friday, De¢. 19;
Mset Arthur, the poputar PBS

~¢ aardvark. 11 a.m. Saturday, Dec.
=120k Jim Perkins and the Wren

- Bend, 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20
<2 athe store 34300 Woodward,
..’ 8lrmingham (248)203-0005.
WARNES & NOBLE BOOKSELLERS

| JWEST BLOOMFIELD)

=2 Stbeytimo features ~Seven Days
= ol}(wﬂnma. by Elta Grelr 10:30
+ 8.m, Monday, Dec. 15, and 7 p.m.
. Tuosday, Dec. 16 at the store

» 6800 Orchard Lake Road, Wost

. B!bomnelﬂ (248)626-6804.
BORDERS (FARMINQTON HILLS)

" Mémbers af the Detroit Symphony
I Orghestra perform holiday music

2 trom their just-released CO " Joy!

* A Celebration of Heliday Music,”

7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 18, with
selections by Bach and Schubert
at the store 30995 Orcharg Lake
Road. Farmington Hifls.
(248)737-0004.

BORDERS (ROCHESTER HILLS)
New tax legistation, 7:30 p.r,
Wednesday, Dec. 17: David Laahs
performs on guitar, 8 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 19: corduroy story tune. 11
a.m. Saturday, Orc. 20: singur
songwriter Stewart Franke. 8
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20 at the
store 1122 Rochester Road,
Rochester Hills (248)652-0558.

SOUTHFIELD LIBRARY
An afternoon of music featunng
harpist Onita Sanders, 2 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 24; Michael Shicls
discusses his book book about
Deteoit radio legend 1P .
McCarthy, “Just Con't Tell 'Em
Where 1 Am,” 7 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 18 at the main tibrary, 2600
Evergreen Road, Southfield,
{248)947-0470.

WALDENBOOKS
Richard P. Smith signs his out-
doot books *Stany Hunting for
Whitetall” and 'Tracking
Wounded Deer,” G p.m,
Wednesday, Dec. 17. a the store
30200 Plymouth Road. Livonia
(313)261-7811.

TRAVEL

Hohday travel to go through the roof

-
nating ;Iw highways and nky-
ways this holiday as o record
44.5 million people expect to
travel 100 miles or wore from
home during the Christmus-New
iod, acearding to AAA.

e years, Christ-
mns-New Yoar's travel hos
increased 26 pereent, telling us
that the holiday period haw
become more than just a time to
get together with family and
friends — it's 0 time 1o vacation,
nxowell,” snid Graeme Clarke,
senior vice president, AAA Trav-
el Reloted Services
This years tr

1 volume is dp

o healthy 6 pereent compared to
1996's 42.3 million holiday trips.
Last year's holidsy period had
the second-highest increase in
AAA’s 13 years of holiday fore.
casts — up 10 percent.

For tho 1997 holiday, an esti-
mated 34.9 million people will
travel by automobile, light truck
or recrentional vehicle, up 4 pee-
cent compared to 33.6 mition
the year bufore.

Holiday travel by airplane,
bus, eail or ship is expected to
Jump 10 percent, to 9.6 million,
compared 1o 8.7 million in 1996,

The greatest number of nuto
travelers will originate in the
West, with 9,1 million people,
followed by the Southeast, 9 mil-

milkion: Mid-
5.6 million; Great Lukes,
il

tion; Northeaot 5.7
west,

eaxpeet’ to visit the
[lloweng destinations during the
Christmus-New Year's hohday:
city, 40 percent: town/rural area,
27 pe can/beach, 13 per-
cent; mountain arca, U percent;
tnke ar 2 ;uncnt
themv/amusement park, 2 per-
cent: state/national park, 1 pers

at; uther and andecided, 5 per-
eent

Overnipzht x:l.lnu for holiday
travelers include: family or
friend's, 53 percent: hoted or
motel, 31 percent: eabin/condo, 6
percent; camper/trailes/RV/tent,
2 porcent; boat/hip, 1 percent:

bed & breakfast, 1 percent;
ather, 2 percent.  Faur pereent
wuere undecided or dida't expect
1o stay overnight, Stotistics
exceed 100 percent due to multis
ple responses.

AAA's holiday travel projecs
tionz are based on a national
teavel survey of 1,500 adults con-
ducted by the Travel Tndustry
Associntion, which does special
vescarch e AAA.

AAA ix a uot-for-profit federa.
tion of 97 cluby h more thon
1,000 offices providing its 44 mil-
lion members in the United
States and Canuda with a full
insurance, finan-
ciul end avto-relited services,

10 tips for a hassle-free winter getaway

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 11
JPIN Hwire If o Inng car trip
this winter to visit Grandma
sounds overwhelming, think
rain. By fullowing AAA's 10
tips for auto travel, your wi
pelnway can become o
to remember.

Mike your hotel reservations
in-udvance. AAA travel
1ts cnn help you find the beat
I for your budget and

Don’t I( ave eme withoeut your
botel confirmation number. You
muy be asked to present it when
ehckin Thix proof of rexer-
vation will come in handy if the

Ski resorts

NEW  YORK, Dee. 11
/PRNewswire/ - Let it snow, lot
it snow, Jet it snow will likely he
the refrain this year ax ski
resorts in the Rocky Mountains
and along the East Coast pre-
purc for record-breaking snow-
falls and attendance, Travel
Weekly reports.

Thanks to the weather phe-
nomenen 1§ Nino, foreeasters
anel ski resort officials are pre-
dseting that £ sports enthue
ts will have w superh season
secially as carly spring
ches,

n o survey of ski resorts,
Travel Weekly has learned that:

W Colurado Bki Country, a
nen-profit tridde associntion for
24 Calorada ski prex, is anticis
pating n "record-breaking ski
seazon.”

wis Ski Valiey in New
Mexico has heen the happy
recipient af more than 77 inches
of snow sinee mid-October,

< E"J Selected Styles

property is over-hooked.

Plan your route ahead of time.
AAA members can viait their
lacal AAA office to receive n
‘Triptik ruuting, which includes
customized dircctions, reluted
maps and valuable tourism
information. .

Contact your local poelice or
sherifT'y office to inquire about o
house watch, Many agencies
provide a perimeter cheek of
your home - such as doors, win-
dows and fences while you are
awny. Remember to put a tem-
porary hold on your mail and
newepaper delivery, or ask a
neighbor to pick them up.

Make sure v v well-rested
bufure you leuve, Stap every few
hours to re-cucrgize - especially
il you are travelingg with kids,

Dress in comfurtable, loose
cothing,  Consider dressing in
avers to accammadate changes
in temperature.

Verify that :dl passengers are
buckled up. Children 12 and
under should travel in the back
seat nnd he properly seeured in o
child safety seat or with lap and
shualder belt

Pack wn enmergeney kit in your
car. The kit shonld include
Jumper cables, a flashlight with
fresh hatterivs, blankets, flares

or a reflective triangle, an ice
seraper and a small shovel,

If you are traveling with your
children, pack bookn or small
toys o nceupy them during the
trip. Let them choose the radie
stution, or bring along o tape or
OD player with headphones.

Travel with a cellular phone ~
especinlly if you are traveling off
the beaten track.

The AAA aftilinte for Northern
Culifornia, Nevada, and Utah
ex nearly 4 million members
with an array of automotive,
travel and insurance services.

ready for record-breaking SNOW

which prompted the resort to
open Nov. 22, the carlivst ever,

A Sunday River Ski Resort in
Maine hax posted record atten-
dance numbers every El Nina
winter since 1980, and they're
expecting to du the sume this
yeur.

W And, (lurmg the 1956-87 wki
sceason, another El Nino
Vermont's Mount Snos
Killington resorts broke

their

it
tion will likely be concentrated
on the second half of the season,
If 50, it would be a boon for
apring skiing, with a longer.
than-uxual season extending
inte April and providing skiers
with warmer temperatures,
unerowded slapes and 1
[ENPEEN

While admitting that El Nino
in a1 bit ul' wild card, forecasting
herally.agree with the
i rrnnts’ predictions. A mete-
orologist says, “Trends in the
West inditale warmer and
snmvier winters in the Sierra
Nevadas.” .

For information on ski condi-
tions in lhl' Traverse areacall 1«
BO0-SKL

Somarsat Colloction (248) 6337470
www.randmenallystore.com

EVERY FRIDAY
Air & 7 Nights Airfare Ocly
Hoket (rom Roundtrip from

 $599  $299

IMAGINE all the elemenss that make a perfect vacation und
you’ll find there’s only one perfect location-- the wanderful
island of BARBADOS. IMAGINE waters shimmering as
the Caribbean’s firse light. IMAGINE cvery shade of

blue unveiling before you, spilling across a

limitless sky.
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IMTARNATIONAL
www.travelcharrer.com

SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT FOR COMPLETE DETAILS

JUST BEYOND YOUR IMAGINATION

IMAGINE ;vmmrlf on pink and white sand
beaches, lost in a flower foress, or playing a
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rosnd on championship greens. IMAGINE the
silyer balles of onr flying fish.
IMAGINE sensational price reductions on
several vacasion packages for depnyiuves throughout
January. Choose from a varicty of hotels, room categories
and prices for the best value vacution to the sun!

PIRECT FROM DETROIT

4+ convarent ATAT PrePald Calling Card® wouth 15 o iwitns of dimastic calling

Chocotatn chip €ookins awast you at saer 16t lucations Call yout

et

travel anent or 800-222-TRLE fue 3 bo wtey
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Prices shown are kaest avadably. aro
pee pesson, drudle OCCUPANCy. and yary
by ¢t pariure date and hotel. Pieasa add
US 531 for vaparture tax and arpest foes
Charter Pattcipant Agreerrent requred
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