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Public
safety

to spruce
up digs

BY TIM SMITH
BTAFY WILTER

At its last meeting, the Form-
ington City Council ngreed with
architectural firm Allen and
Laux, Inc. thot the city’s public
safety department facilitics
n;cdnd to be completely renovat-
ed,
The next steps will include

authorizing construction draw-

ings nnd determining. whether to
give City Manager Frank

LauhofTthe OK to begin working

the extensive project into the

1898-89 fiscal budget. Cost esti-

mates for the renovation of the

36-year-old facility, now located
at the south end of city hall, are
about $732,000.

LauhofT said it is tentatively
scheduled for the council, at its
Jon. 5, 1998 meeting, to nutho-
rize the construction drawings
“So we can be ready at the right
time of year to bid this project.”

If everything falls into place,
bids could be let and received by
carly summer, with construction
to begin next fall. During the
project, the public pafety depart-
ment would relocate ta the pub-
lic works building at Nine Mile-
Farmington,

“It's going to take a lot of coor-
dination because of the very
busy conatruction calendar thot's
going on,” Lauhoff said. “We're
very awnre that construction
companies are going to be
acheduling next year's activities
very soon.”

LauhofTl and police Comman-

* der Danicl Dellar agreed that it
is essential to improve public
safety facilities.

“They (council members)
agreed with the architect's pre-
aentation and recommendation
that the fecility is 1967 vintage
and needs many things to bring
it up to current standards, that
will enable today’s efficiencies to
be used,” Lauhoff said.

According to Dellar, the pro-
posed new design *is more effi-
cient as for as our daily opera-
tions are concerned. We hove a
limited amount of space to work
with and the present floor plan
doesn’t make the best use of that
space.”

Among proposed renovations
are the development of prisoner
holding and interview areas that
would be completely separated
from department employees and
the public, Lauhoff said.

DPW provides
barrels for
intersections

1n addition to traditional snow
plowing services, the Farming-
ton Hilla Department of Public
Warks provides residents with
barrels filled with a mixture of
sand and salt.

Some 50 to 60 barrels are
placed nt the some local road
intersections ench yeor - refilled
as needed |~ and remain there
from Thanksgiving through
Easter.

Residents can osk that a bar-
rol be placed in their neighbor-
hood by requesting it in writing
to Paul Ignash, DPW supervisor.
People are asked to include writ-
ten permission statements from
adjacent property owners,

Those requests may be mailed
to: Farmington Hills Division of
Public Workn, 27246 Halsted,
Farmington Hills 48331. People
are osked to inctude o daytime
phone number with their
request.

For information, call the DPW
at 563-8580.

ré;%;

Ll

%

STAFY P110704 BY BRYAN MITCHELL

Pet project: At top, Alex Orr, Eagle first grader, pets Sasha, an 8-year-old chow briard owned
by Carol Kushner. Kushner rescued Sasha and takes the dog to schools to discuss pet care.

Visit offers insight on animal care

BY Tix SMITH

HTAPF WRITER

(13 hat happens if the dog cats
cat food?” asked Eagle Ele-

mentary School first grader Bobby

R to Michigan Hi ;

W ‘There are a lot of the
children who walk or
ride thelr bikes to

hool. t's good for

oty rep Carol Kush
during Tuesday’s program on animal
care in the school cafeteria.

Kushner, with chow brinrd Sasha
sitting on the floor next to her, waa
quick to respond.

“Well, that's not too bad,” she said.
“Just make sure thoy don't cat
chocolate or chickey bones.”

The kind of dict u dog should have
was just one of the topics that Kush-
ner dotailed for the first grade class-
es of teachers Yvonne Taylor, Mari-
Iyn Schipani and Margaret Forbes.
All of the classes are studying ebout
proper care and handling of animals
as part of regular curriculum,

Taylor said it’s beneficial for chil-
dren to receive such painters about
dogs, cven if they don't have pets at
home.

“There aro a lot of the children
who walk ar ride their bikes to
school,” Taylor said. “It's good for
them to know what to do or what not
to do if they come up ngninst strays.”

And, the kids “just like" having o
chanee to meet o dog like Sashn, who
was once abandoned by her family
only to be adopted by Kushner, who

them to know what to
do or what not todo if
they come up against
strays.’

-Yvonne Taylor
Michigan Humane Society

takes her spiel to 20,000 clementary
school children every year in Oak-
land and Macomb countics.

“Some of the first graders don’t
renlize dogs are living beings and
they need to know how to treat
thom,” said Schipani, adding that
students were “real excited about
this. There's a natural link between
a child and an animal.”

r coch session Tuesday, class-
ea lined up and had a chance to gen-
tly pet Snsha on the way out. Sosha,
named Michigan Humane Society's
Animal of the Year for 1896,
responded with enthusiastic tail
wags and ployful licks for the kids.

Kushner's presentation featured
an eaacl, with felt shopes that corre-
spond with typical elomenta of o

dog’s life. She asked one student how
he would care for a dog if it had to
stay outside,

“A dog house,” responded the
pupil.

“Very good,” aaid Kushner,
instructing the youngster to come up
to the easel and put a felt dog house
onto the board. p
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No limb-it :

to Christmas
tree options

BY NORMAN PRADY
8PECIAL WRITER

Much like fruitcakes, their seasonal companions, -
Christmas trees are o world of pro and con, legend
and opinion, and scemingly sound science.

A ing to folks who bly ought to knaw
about selecting a tree, you should shake a limb,
chooso a tree as carly as you like, get one cut oy
Tate as possible, buy one cut, cut it yourself, or et
one you can pack away until next year.

“Thoy get o fresh tree if they cut their own,” said

B h f B h hri Fnrm &
Nursery, 44020 Hull, Belleville. “Go to a lot, proba.
bly been out in September or October, Pretty much *
dried out.”

Boughan, who claims thot his operation was the
firat tree form in southeast Michigan and is the
state’s 'argest cut-your-own, estimates he has ~

nbout 200,000 trees growing on two locations total- -

ing 256 acrea.

Ranging from this year's scedlings to treea born tE

in Nixon’s second term, the Boughan forests
include Scotch pine, Austrian pine, red pine, blue
pine, blue spruce, Norway spruce, whito apruce,
Serbian spruce, balsam fir and Douglas fir,

The most popular tree, according to Boughan, is
Scotch pine, with one or anather spruce second
choice. He sells any size pine for $22, any size
spruce for $35, with the 6 1/2-foot tree the usual

choice for homes without the cathedral ceilings or 2

retractoble sunroofs needed to accommodate 14-
footers. !

“Used to be 80 percent pine, 10 porcent spruce,
Now it'a 55 percent pine, 42 percent spruce, and
the balance in the fir line,” he snid.

At Steinkopf Nursery on Farmington Road in )

Farmington, second-generation operator Fred
Steinkop! has 2l of his trees eut and ready to deco-
rate.

“It's on old wives' tale to cut the tree late,”
Steinkopf said.

“The later you cut the tree, the drier it will b

become because a lot of the sap has already left the
tree and gone down into the root area. .

“When you cut it real, real late you've got less ~
sap in it than a tree that wae cut, say, first week in
November.” Steinkopf also aaid the type of tree and
the amount and intensity of cold weather are foc-
tors in timing and cutting.

Steinkopf trees include Scotch pine, Douglas fir,
white fir, blue spruce, white pine, and Fraser fir,
with the Fraser now exceeding the Douglas in pop-
ularity, he said. Both Fraser and Douglas, he said,
hold needles a long time and retain good color. He
ndded that the white, Fraser and Douglas firs arc
“very aromatic,” His trees range from 4 to 12 fect
and from $19 to $126.

Like other Christmas treo sellers, he streased the

importance of making n fresh cut across the base to '

open the trunk to water. Keep it in water, he snid,
and dan't keep it lit all night, to avoid drying.

Brad Zoner, manager at Farmer John's Green-
house on Haggerty Road in Farmington Hills, rec-
ommends a vigorous approach to tree selection,

“If you grab the tree branches and give a little
pull, the necdles should atay intact. If they don't,
you've got a tree that was cut too early and is
dying.”

Douglas fir and Fraser fir have the beat needle-
holding qualities, he soid. His tabletop-size trees
start at $15, while 6-footers and up are $20 to

Mecanwhile, Herb Fincham, a manager ot Kmart
on Grand River in Farmington, anys the store
offers three varicties of artificinl trees; pinc,
spruce, and fir. They range from 3 fect or so up to 7
172 feet. A $139 aynthetic specimen currently is on
sale for $79.

A

ding to Fincham, artificial trees are a grow-

By the end of cach 30-minut
cussion, the dog on the cascl (“Sam™}
was surrounded by n myriad of
shapes - dog house, bone, brush,
food bowl, water howl ... even a vet-
crinory office. Each piece represent-
ed an answer to a question posed to
the students about proper animal

care.

Students alse learned: how to pet
dogs (slowly and softly); that they
must ask permission of dog owners
before going up to pet the animal;
and what to do to stay safe around a
stray.

“Stand like a tree,” Kushner said
to Erica, who came up to the front of
the room to demonstrate. “Put your
feet together nnd put your hands
into a fist under your chin. Dogs
don't bite trees. If a dog walks one
way, you walk the other way, but
very alowly.”

Schipani said the students would
discuss Kushner and Sasha’s visit

ing business. Some people choose them hecause

they're not allowed to have real trees in their resi-

dences, some like because they're less work, same

because repotitive use makes them “more cost-

effective.” This year, the trees are selling earlicr,

probably due to enrly cold weather, he said.
Fruitcake, anyone?
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ut: Steink

and write about it in their cl
Jjournals.

out: pf in Farmington
Hills sells Scotch pine, Douglas fir, white
fir, blue spruce, white pine, and Fraser
fir Christmas trees.

Vocalist gets students in tune with melodic solutions

’ R
Music theory: Performer Scott Kalechstein

can pacify students in order to get along better.

BY TTM SMITH
BTAFP WRITER

While sitting in the audienco of one of
Scott Kalechstein's concerts, where he por-
forms peraonalized, made-up-on-the-spot
aongs, Livonia resident Joan Stansberry
asked him to sing a song about tho pain of
being separated from a family member.

Stansberry had just moved her sister to
Denver,

“1 asked for a song abeut sisterly love and
Ietting go,” Stansberry said. “And he sang a
very heart-rendering song and 1 found a lot
of healing through the song he sang.”

Stonsberry wan so impreseed that she
thaught it might bo a good idea to bring
Knlechstein's spontancous act to schoola. On
Monday, Dee, B, he performed two scssiona

cach ot Eagle Elementary School and High-
meadow Common Campus.

During the nssemblics, students brought
up tapica that Kalechstein — acoustic guitar
in hand - quickly turned into song.

“Making up songs is a talent they can
identify with,” said Kalechstein, a California
resident who haa recorded soveral albuma,
“Children are naturally creative.”

His program, “Putting the Piccea Togethor:
Learning to Get Along Through Song,” was
deemed by district officials to be a perfect
way to continue helping children get a han-
dle an how to get work out any problems and
conflicts without resorting to pushing, shov-
ing or name-calling.

According te Highmeadow principal Bar-
bara Reams, all principals in the Farming-

ton district were told about Kalechstein's
program and that the first two to call wauld
get tho singor-songwriter.

“Every clemeontary schoal in Farmington
has a conflict resolution program,” Reams
said, “Hero, as part of Master'peace’ we try
to do assemblics that coordinate and

h the for chil to keep it
in thoir minds during the year. Ho (Kalech-
atein) helps children realize our actions are
important in our daily lives,”

And, of course, there is no better teaching |

tool thon songs.

“These are fun, casy listening songs, some-
thing kids can catch on to, pattern songn ...
And children respond to music. It’s a big part
of their lives. They love music,” Reama naid,



