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Holiday closings: Farming-
ton Hills City Hall and
both Farmington Commu-
nity Libraries will close
Wednesday and Thurs-
day, Dec. 24-25 for the
holidays. Farmington
City Hall is open Dec. 24,
but closed Dec. 25-26.

Trash plckup: Curbside
rubbish collections will be
delayed a day starting
Dec. 25. If your pickup
day is Thursday, put your
garbage out Friday; those
normally picked up on
Friday will be picked up
Saturday.

On trial: Prosecutor David
Goreyca will personally
take to the courtroom to
try a gruesome murder
case in OQakland County
Circuit Court Dec. 22.
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Drain solution

flows to Hills
21 g omsm

A multi million dollar project to extend
the Edwards Drain south of West Bloom-
field and into Farmington Hills may be the
solution to the severe flooding that prompt-
od o man to sue the townsltip and the Oak-
iand County Drain Commission.

Jay Sicfman of West Bloomfield agreed
to drop his suit Thursdny in Oakland
County Circuit Court at the urging of
Judpge Fred Mester.

“I have ngreed to the request of the judge
to try and resolve this matter,” Siefman
aaid, He will meet with township and drain
commission officials to try and resolvo the
suit out of court.

George Kuhn, Oakland County drain
commissioner, said & solution being conzid-
ered in to extend tho Edwarda Relief Drain

from where it spills out into o stream just .

west of Siefman's houso an Wallbrook at
the goutheast corner of tho township into
Farmington Hills where it would empty
into a branch of the Rouge River.

That's what was originally planned when
the Edwards Drain was built in the early
1870s. “But people didn't want to give easo-
menta,” Kuhn sald. “Se it couldn’t end
where it ghould be.”

Kuhn eatimated the preject would cost $1
to $2 million but could bo paid for or sup-
plemented by fedoral grant monoy.

Complicating tho matter is that two com-
munities ~ West Bleomfield and Farming-
ton Hills ~ would have to ngree to the
extension.

For now, however, Kuhn said the drain
commission will concentrate on settling its
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Criminal past catches up with teen

By LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER

The criminal past of
a 16-year-old accused
of beating a Farming-
ton Hille boy caught
up with him at his
aentoncing Thursday.

During a hearing in Oakland County
Probate Court, Judgo Sandra Silver
made the Onk Park teen a ward of tho
state and had him taken into custody
for assault with the intent to do great

Bomb
hoax
empties
North

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
PEARL
TAYY WEITERS

North Farmington students wero
evacuated and had classes canceted
after a bamb threat — later determined
to be a hoax — waa phoned into Farm-
ington Hills police Friday morning.

Polico officers and schoal officials
searched the building, but there was no
bomb.

“Nothing unusunl was found and for-
tunately for us nothing went off,” said
Martin Bledsoe, Hilla assistant chief.

The initial bomb threat was called
into Farmi Hills police di: h
on a 911 line at 11:92 a.m. Fridoy. The
male callor said n bomb had been
placed in the achool nnd was sct to go
off in an hour. He added he'd phone
back in 10 minutes with more details
but nover did. -

The dispatcher tried to keep the
caller on the phene longer, but the man
quickly hung up. “He was pretty hip to
that,” Bledsoe said.

Police traced the call to a pay tele-
phone in Orchard Lake Plazn, which is
on Orchard Lake, north of 12 Mile. The
man was gonc when officers arrived o
minute-and-a-half after the threat was
phoned in. Police searched tho area to
no avail. .

A witness described the man using
the phone as o 30- to 35-year-old mals,
poasibly Hispanic or Middle Eastern,
wearing blue jeans. An older-model sil-
ver Toyota was nt the acene during the
timo of the call, police said.

*“We have some thoughts as to who it
might be,” said Bob Maxficld, Farming-
ton schools superintendent, who came

« to the achool.

He praised the offorts of polico as
woll o8 students, teachers and adminis-
trators in handling the situation, which
put everyone from the school — includ-

T Ploase sco HOAX, Ad

bodily harm. An Oakland County Sher-
ifPs deputy led the sobbing teen from
the courtroom and his family while the
victim's mother stood up and glared at
him.

Tho teen will be held at Children's
Village until a decision ia made as to
where he'll be placed, more than likety
the Maxey Training Center.

“That i our goal,” eaid Pam Radzins-
ki, the victim’s mother. *I want him
taken awny and moybe (son Jay) can
feel safo.” Tho attacker could be hold

until he turns 18; his status is
revicwed every six montha,

The ruling was a victory for the
Radzinski family, which closely fol-
lowed the case since Aug. 13 when Joy
wns punched and then repeatoedly
kicked in the face after ho'd fatlen dur-
ing an unprovoked attack outside the
7-Eleven on Orchard Lake and 13 Mile.

Radzinaki went public after the teen
was tried a3 o juvenile - instead of as
an adult as requested by Farmington
Hills polico — nnd waa set to receive

probation through a Cobbs plea ngreo-,
ment. That was before court officials
and the even teen’s attorney werp
aware of hia prior record in Californin,
The defendant’s past included convic-
tions for vehiculer monalaughter wherc
a 13-ycar-old girl was killed and pos-
session of a knifo on school grounds, o

juvenile ense worker testified. “This

goes on,” said Kevin Groas, Oaklund
County court officer, reading the list to
the judge.
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Purr-fect place to stay

Fellne firm: Anne Breneman turned her passion for cats into a business. Her Backdoor Friends
Cat Shoppe opened in November in Farmington Hills.

Kitty hotel

BYAFP PHOTO BY DETAN BITCIELL

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

Anne Breneman
caters to only the
most finicky of
guosts at her new
boarding facility in
Farmington Hills.

Granted, Morris of
Nine Lives fame has
yet to check in at
Backdoor Friends
Cat Shoppe in Muirwood Flaza on
Drake and Grand River. .

If the cherubic feline does visit,
though, he'll undoubtedly request
the Victorian or Presidentinl suite in

Her passion for felines scratches out niche in pet care

the 18-room lodge. And Breneman,
an avowcd cat lover, will no doubt
eater to his every whisker-licking
whim. '
Backdoor Friends Cat Shoppe,
which opened in Novomber, is
designed to pamper felines and
soothe owners anxietica about leav-
ing their cherished companions
behind. Brenemen can only relate.
*Cat owners tend to be overly pas-
sionate about their cats,” said Brene-
man, a Farmington Hills resid

Breneman has four of her own: a
-Siamese named Alex; oriental nhort-
hair, Rusty; Maine coon, William;
and a Peraian, Teddy. She is maor-
ried to Richard Kiein,

“Ho's learned to love cats since
he's been married ta me,” Brenemzn
eaid. *I had one cat and that expand-
cd to two ..."

Breneman sold gift items at cat
fancier shows around the area while
working o8 o data processor at EDS
: hfiald

*“They wear cat jewelry ... They have
some form of cat momoral

“I'm that way. I lovo cats. They're
definitely my passion.”

their mastera inside pyramids in

in
She liked being surrounded by the
animals revered and buried with
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Flying:
Members
of the
arming-
ton Hig.
Pompon
team per-
form at
halftime of
Thursday's
boy’s bas-
ketball
game,
which the
Falcons
won. See
Sports for
more
details,

Falcon formation

BY BILL CASPER
STAF? WRITER

A 42-year-old Redford Tawnship
man, who formerly taught special
education students in Farmington,
received a prison sentence Thurs-
day for exchnnging marijunna for
sex with two, teen-aged brathers.

Jeffrey A. Downing waa sentenced
by Wayne Circuit Court Judge Tim-
othy Kenney to gerve 10-to-16 years
in prison for cach count of third-
degree criminal sexual conduct.

Both of the victims formerly lived
in the north Redford neighborhood
whero the unmarried Downing lived
alone, township palice said,

D ing also was d to

Ex-teacher gets 10-15:
years for sex charge -

for manufacturing or growing mari-
juana.

The sentence will run concurrent-
ly, meaning all three prison terms
will be nerved at the same time.

Downing pleaded no contest to
the reduced charges on Nov. 4, the
day his trial was scheduled to begin.:

He originally was charged with
six counts of first-degres CSC, but
avoided trial by plending no contest
to the lesser felony offensva as o
result of n plea-bargain agreement
between hia lowyer and the Wayne
County proaccuting attornoy. !

The maximum penalty for a con-
viction of third-degree CSC is 16
years in prison, Conviction of firut-

sorve three-to-sevon years in prison
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Name? None

ter.

1f nothing is right, then “None” can’t be any bet-

That's what Farmington chiropractor Dr. Brian
Nocella and wife, Jacqueling, nre saying after a
Christmos anafu by the venorable J.C. Penney Co.

FARMINGTON FOCUS

stockings. What would you like?*

Safe and sober

Look for extra patrols on Farmington Road, Grand
River, Huggerty, 1-898, Middlcbelt, nearly all the
mile roads and many other thoroughfares during
the holiday scason, as Farmington Hills police join |
with the Traffic Improvement Association of Onk-

“We don't want any name on it,” Jacqueline
d. “Nono is fine.” .
“Okay,” snid the elerk.

The 3! arrived -

differences with Siefman.

“We aro hopefully working toward an
amicable settlement,” Kuhn said. “We will
try to make asmo concessions and bring

Brian said ahout throe weeks ago, per family tra-
dition, Jacqueline ordered an embroidered Christ-
mas stocking for daughter Brianne, their third
child, barn in September, The Nocella ki

iand County ond several other agencies to boost
enforcement on those and other roads.
~Safe and Sober — Qakland County” is the name of

ed with that

this matter to closure.” carry no nemes ~ Daddy's has Santa playing golf, word: b{ono. . , the program, which ia funded by a $55,000 grand
Sicfman has logt moro than 20 fent of his M::ny‘a got an angel, xa};] Brica, 4, haz ?bnugnn, “Who's ‘Nona'?" Jacqueline demanded at Penney'n. | from the Office of Highway Safety Planning and the
daughter Bailey, 2, a clomontine and there would b | ~¥pat's tho deal? National Highway Traffic Safety Adminiatration.

uck yard which now enda in a 40-foot eliff
hat falls to o stream behind kis property.
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The unfazed suporvisor snid ha'd order unather

% TV 8 It aims to cut impaired driving erashes, while
one. But it won't arrive in time for Christmas. v hd i

an orange for little Brisnne,
increasing safoty belt and child restraint use. 3

The Penney's clerk aaid, “Wa put names on our

——




