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QOakland Journal is a roundup
of Oakland County newa and
notes collected from government,
schoul, civie, community and

 neighborhood sources. Please

write: Oukland Journal, clo
Oakland County editor, Observer
& Feeentric Newspapers, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, M1 48009.
Our fax number is (248} 644-
1314

. HOLIDAY PARTY

! Oakland County Employcc's

. Christmas Party on Fridny was
+ the setting for holiday cheer and

maore than a little good wilk.
County exccutive L, Brooks Pat-
terson presented checks totatling

- $20,000 to nine local charities

who are using the funds to pur-

* chase food, clothing and gifts for

. Y
and Neglect Council of Oakland County from dona-
tiany prosceutor’s office employees mode through-
* oul the year for dressing casurlly on Fridoys. The

those in need. The donntions
came from the county's Casual
Day Fund, which employees con-
tribute a dollar to every Friday
for the privifege of wearing casu-
al attire to work.

AMI RAFFLE

The Alliance for the Mentally 11
of Ouoklond County will hold its
ninth annua) limited ticket raf-
fle. Grand prize is a 1998
Corvette or $30,000 cash. Other
prizes include a TV, VCR and
camenrder. Tickets are $100 nnd
only 1,200 tickets will be sold.
Drawing will be 7 p.m. Tuesday,
at the Jack Cauley
Dealership in West Bloomfield.
Proceeds from the sale help sup-
port research, education, support
groups, housing and advocacy for
the needs of individuals with
mental illness and the needs of
their families. For ticket infor-
mation, call (248) 557-6440.

TOYS FOR TOTS

MedMux, INC,, of Southfield,

has jained the 1998 Toys for Tots
program sponsored by the Unit-
vd States Marine Corp, Upon

dropping off an unwrapped gift,
customers will receive a coupon
for $5 off a purchase of $20 or
more. ModMux stores are located
in Weatland, Troy, Taylor, and
Farmington Hills.

4+H COURSE

A 4-H Dale Carncgie Course wiil
be held for those ages 16 to 19
who havo been in 4-H for at least
a year, The “Take Charge™
course will run overy Saturday
from 12:30-4:30 p.m. from Jan.
31 to April 25 ot Hope Methodist
Church in Bouthficld. The
course is designed to help 4-H
members incrensc their leader-
ship und communication zkilla.

TREE DISPOSAL

Oakland County residents are
asked to take a “green approach”
to the disposal of Christmas
trees by disposing of them l'rom 9
o.m. to 4 p.m. from

Jan. 11 at 10 county purlu Thc
program is free. The 10 parks
are Addison Onkas, near Oxford,
Glen Oaka Golf Course in Farm-
ington Hills, Groveland Oaks
near Holly, Independence Oaks
near Clarkston, Lyon Qaks in
Lyon Township, Orion Oaks in
Orion Township, Red Oaka in
Madison Helghl.s Springfield
Qaks Activity Center in Davis-
burg, Waterford Oaks Activity
Center in Waterford and White
Lake Ooks near Pontige,
Halidny trees also will bo recy-
cled at Independence and Orion
Ouaks parks through Jan. 28.
The self-serve program is spon-
sored by Oakland County Parks,
Bordine's Better Blooms and the
Detroit Hoo Hoo Club, a lumber
industry organization.

For more information and exact
park location, call (248) 858-
0906, TDD: (248) 868-1684 or
visit the parks website at
www,co.onkland.mi.us,

Senate encourages
schools to delay start
until after Labor Day

BY TIM RICIARD
BTAFF WIUTER

‘Tourism got a couple of slices
from the full loaf when thc
Michigan chlslnturo octed o

infringes on local contret and
reduces their scheduling flexibil-

ty.
Here is how nrea representa-
tives voted in defeating House

bills to push the starting date ul‘ Bill 5080:

school after Labor Day.

On its final day of the fall sey.
sion:

B The Senate harely passed a
bill, 20-16, to guaranten a four-
day Labor Day weekend. It
wouldn’t order school districts to
push the starting time after
Labor Day, but it would plunk
an immediate disruption in the
achedules of those that do,

M The House defeated, 35-71,
a bill to require that public
achoola don't open their doora
until after Labor Day, the first
Monday in September.

“Thia legialation is supported
by business interesta but not by
[ mmonty of the constituenta I
represont,” said Rep. Greg Kaza,

Yes ~ Andrew Raczkowski, R-
Farmington Hils.

No - Penny Crissman, R.
Rochester, Barbora Dobb, R-
Unicn LnkL_. Patricia Godchnux,
R-Birmingh Shirley Joh

Kmart wins an age
discrimination suif,

BY Tid RICHARD
BTAF? WRITER

Eleven former Kmart advertis-
ing employces lost their age dis-
crimination case ogninat Kmart
Corp. in the state Court of
Appeals,

But they did win an undis-
closed settlement from Meridian
Retaoil Inc., the compony to
which Kmart farmed out its
advertising work in 1993,

“We conclude that plaintiffs
foiled to bliah that age was o

4
R-Royal Oak, Tom Middlcton, R

Ortonville,

Not voting - Nancy Quarles,
D-Southficld.

Rep. Frank Fitzgerald, R-
Grand Ledge, won voice
approval of an amendment to set
up a School Calendor Commis-
sion to study arguments for and
against post-Labor Day opening.
Its importance became nil when
the full bill was rejected,

Rep. Judith Scranton, R-
Brighton, lost with her amend-

R-Rochestor Hills, summing up  Ment to add that school activi-

the opposition. “By a 3-1 margin,
constituonts have urged me to
defend local control. Accordingly,
I vote ‘no’ on this bill,"

tios not atart prior to the first

day of ctass. It went down 16-86.
The Scnate bill, which faces an

uncertain future in the House,

Tho House bill was sponsored W03 5¢Cn 08 4 compromise mea-

by Rep, Pat Gaglinrdi, D-Drum-
mond Islond. The tourism indus-
try sees its best months as July
and August. When schools open
the last week in August, one-
eighth of the season is lost for
families.

“If we can have a dny oﬂ‘ and Mike Bouchard, R- Blrmmghum,

help nn, mrlnstry survive,” that's
a positive,” said Senate foor
lendor Dan DoGrow, R-Port
H

uron.
School districts generally
opposed the bill because it

Donations go toward heélping abused kids

Sceret Suntas abound at this time of year, and
Oukland County Prosecutor David Goreyca demon-
strated Friday that his department is no exception.
Monay collected from casual days turned into giRts
ed children all year ‘round.

for ab

Goreyen presented a check to

the Child Abuse

money will be used to purchase juice and snacks
for the more than 500 children who are inter-
viewed each year in the CARE House program of
the Child Abuse and Neglect Council.

That program includes collaborative teama of
pohce, protective service and prosecutors inter-
viewing children regarding altegations of abuse,
both physical and sexuval.
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GIFT CERTIFICATE.

Or massage.

Wrong color, wiung style, wrong size. It's
casy to pick the wrong gift. That's why the
merchants of Downtown Binmingham now
offer the perfect gift. The BRMINGHAM

Give a gift that’s problem-free! Every
gilt certificate is redeemable at over 250
of Birmingham's shops, restaurants, and
businesses. Let'em pick that new dress,
work of art, or that new CD, get a manicure

The harder they are to please, the more you'll
like the gift certificate.

‘To order the BRMINGHAM GIFT
CERTIFICATE, simply fill in the order form
and send or take it to the Birmingham-
Bloomfield Chamber of Cormunerce office.
Call {248} 644-1700 for additional order fonms.

Gift Cestificates make great stocking
stuffers and employee gifts. Stock up! If you
buy too many, you can always let yourself
go wild in Downtown Birmingham.

sure, aimed at nudging aschools
to start classes after Labor Day
but not rcqumng it
Here is how arca senators
voted an SB 300;

Yes - none.

No - Bilt Bullard, R-Milford,

Mat Dunoskiss, R-Ortonville,

determining factor in Kmart's
decision to outsource the CAD
{creative ndvertising depart-
ment} to Meridian,” the eppeals
court said.

Plaintifls also failed to estab-
lish a conapiracy between Kmart
and Meridion to discriminate on
the bnsis of age, thé court naid.

Further, plaintiffs failed te
rcbut Kmart's reasons for out-
sourcing the CAD department,
the court said, adding that the
claim against Kmart was proper-
ty dismiased by Oakland Circuit
Judge Steven N. Andrews.

The 3-0 appellate decision was
signed by Judges Jane E.
Morkey of Saginaw, Kathleen
Jansen of Macomb County and
Helen N. White of Detroit.

Robert Soain, the Franklin
attorney who represented the ex-
employees, snid the settlement
with Meridian was “satisfuctory
under the circumstances,” but
that the emplnycus weren't

“made whole.”
Hm clients included Mnrtha

Crofcheck, Joan Pace, Dine

Gary Peters, D-Bl 1d Town-
ship.

Linaras, James Bierbusse,

FORCED TO CLOSE 5 LOCATIONS
& CONSOLIDATE TO REMA[N!NG STORES

Hurry In For Hollday Savmgs'

We will continue to serve your fine jewelry needs as we have since 1920,

Frank Stachurski, Bonnio Muies,
Nancy Reynolds, David Picred,
Kevin Kerin, Mircea Munteap
ond Patrlen Chopman.

Kmart, ot itg \vorld hcndqmm
ters in Troy, décided in Decenie
ber of 1993 10 eliminate the CAD .
and outsource the work to -
Meridian. Kmart climinuted 73
of the 83 jobs, including thi:
plaintiffa’. Kmart cited the neajt
to cut overhead end nroducuun
couts.

The appeal charged that:

W Kmart “organized Meridian,
oxcluaively for the purpose of
Meridian doing business for and
with Kmart, and that Meridiun
wns the mere alter cyo xtf
Kmaort :

W “None of the plaintiffs were
nﬂ'orod comparable jobs with
Meridian® deapite their cxpur(
ence and qualifications.

M Meridian agree to “unc ita
best efforts™ to hire us many
CAD cmployces ay ponsibld.
Meridian interviewed 69, offerel
Jjoba to 80 percent of those under - -
age 45 and to 35.7 percent whoe
were 46 or older,

Six of the 11 plaintiffs aaidl
Kmart agents “created ulmlwd
contracts of employment,” unid
that plaintiffs could be termin \6
ed only for cause.”

But the appoals court um;]
Kmart’s statements “were cither
not clear and unequivoceal or diil
not demonstrato a clear intery: ¥,
tion .

Sonin said his clients hml
mude no decision on whether to
appeal to the state Sunrcmh
Court.
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Downlovm Biningham Gt Ueititcates ¢an be purchiased ot Tha Sirmingharn-toomtiald Chamber of Commerce,
124 W. Maple, Blrmingtam, Michigan 48008, apen 9-5 M-F. Orders are accaplad by phoac at (245 644-1700
w-lh Mastercard / VISA, or mal this Torm with payment 1 the BBCE office. Add 32 to process mail and phcna orders.

Twelve Oaks Mall NOVI (810} 349-8010
Loknndn Centor STERUNG HEIGHTS (810) 247-5500
d Mall ANN ARBOR {213)761-3315
Fairlene Town Center DEARBORN (313) £93-1440

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Sale Prices Good At All anations

Lincoln Park Shopping Center LINCOWN PARK (313} 3819158
Eastland Cenler HARPER WOODS {313) 245-9395

Wostland Centnr WESTLAND (313) 4257676

Oakland Mall TROY (810) $88-3805

Southland Ceater TAYLOR (312} 2674250

Yeb-Twelve Mall SCUTHFIELD (810 3563320
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