Thc Living Nathty, is part
of The Radio City Christmas
Spectacular at the Fox The-
atre, 2211 Woodward, Detroit.
Call (248) 433-1515 for tick-

ets, and performance times.
SATURDAY

19 Wlwcls pcrforms at the 7th
House, 7 N. Saginaw, Pontiac.
Doors open at 8 p.m. for the 18
and older show. Tickets are
$6. (248) 335-8100.

SUNDAY..

Meadow
Brook The-
atre pre-
sents ‘A
Christmas
Carol,” 2
p.m. Sun-
day, Dec.
28, at Oak-
land Uni-
versity,

. Rochester.
Tickets
523, (248)
377-3301).

Kot Th' Toy & Hobby
Expo ‘97, Friday-Sunday,
Dec. 26-28 at the Novi
Expo Center, 43700 Ezpo
Center Dr,, Noui features
art work by Peul Adams,
the world’s largest mobile
train display, new and
used model railroed and.
toy traina, antique toys,
collectible dolls and more,
call (248) 348-5600.

@he Farmington Dbserver

PUOTY BY TOM HOrsurs

Go cat go: When not touriny the United Staies, the local rockabdilly bard Twistin’ Tarantulas p acls them in on
Sundays at Fifth Avenue Billiards in Royal Oak. The band is, from Icﬂ drumrner Alex “The 'Ihrzlla From
Muanila” Trajano, bassist/singer “Pistol” Pete Midtgard, and guitarist “Gorgeous” George Friend,

By CHRISTINA I'UOCe
STAFF WRITER

<™ Feeling jovial, a teennge Pote Midt-

‘:’1‘? gard popped Humble Pie's “30 Days

s in the Holo” into his eight-track
player,

“I had this speaker on the floor in

my room that reatly was a card-

board box with just o round speakor tied

into it (sitting) on a hnrdwood floor,” Mldrr
gard recalled.

I cranked it up really loud and when the
bass come in, the spenker started skating
around on tho floor like ono of thuse little
foothall guyn. That's when { saig, ‘Man, 1
want to be that guy. I want to be the guy

who makes the cpeaker rattle across tha‘

floor and ahake the gla.n.’ I wanted to
the baos ptayer.”

Midigard’s bass playin[ abilitics h ve - hard knack
-push the firgt button vn a computer, but 1

undoubtedly improved sinco than as he's
now known as “Pistol Pete,” the load singer
and upright bass player for. the rockubﬂly
band Twistin’ Tarantules.
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Aun amalganmation of rockabilly, swing,
blues, REB and reck 'n' roll, the Twis
Turantulas play constantly and still tho
clubs are invariably standing room only.
‘The Twiatin' Tarantulas were on the cusp
of the rocknbilly/awing revival long before

Who: Twlstin’ Tarantuins, Mudpuppy and Nabacy's
Buslnoss

what: Performs

Whon: 9 p.m. Wedaesdoy, Dec.

Whero: Upstairs at Fifth Avenue € uunum, 215\,
Fifth Ave., Royol Oak,

Why: it's New Yeor's Eve

How: Tickets ure $35 which lacludes a compti-
mentary glass of champagne, or $60 per Couple
which Includes o complimentary bottie ¢f cham.
pagna. Bcth ticket prices Includa o light butfet
and party favors. Only those 21 ond older will bo
odrritted, For more Information, call (248} 542
9922

.. Qthorshowa: |

Tarantufas perfena at 10 pam, Sundays
ury at Fiith Avenue

[]HIM 154
hey at4o portaem at 10 p.m. Saturday, lan. 10, at
the Kediat Gnll, 456C0 Mound Raad, Utica, Fer
wiore Infoaation, eall (810) 731750,

Twistin' Torantulas ploy Soturdiy, Jon. 31, ol the
Glind PIg, 206-208 S. Fiest St., in Ann Artor,
Doors apen at 9:30 p.m. for the 19 and oldor
show. For more tnformation, calt (734) 996-8555.

Ta sign up for tho Twistin’ Tarantulas® matiing list,
write *Plstol” Pate Midigard ot 2748 Vermant,
Oetrolt, Mich., 48218

others jumped an the now trendy b
on. Like rockabilly or hate it, the Twistin’
Tarantulas rock.
The Twistin' Tarantules ore The Observer
% Eccéntrie Nempapers 1997 Band of the
‘onr.

Side ptoject

Midtgard grow up in Pouticc attending
Pontiac Central High School. He graduated,
what he eallg, “Phi Beta Drop Qut.”

*I wes in a hurry to go to a new school —
school of hard rocka. I got a PhD from the
school of adolencent rage. I can’t

still remember binary codon.”

<> While hwn-waa in school, ho played multi-
ple instrumonts including the tuba and
trombone. It wns at age 16 or 17 that he

opped :in the aforementioned Humble. Pm_‘

*1 was into Humble Pie, Kins, Led Zep-
pelin, Black Sebbath, Deep Purple, all the
big arcon bands. Back then I had a lot of
the cultural habita that were real common
in the "70s."

Hearkening back to his high school daya,
Midtgard and tho Twistin’ Tavantulns cover
Misfits songs nnd Motorhead’s “Ace of
Spades.”

“What else? [t's one of the grentest songs
ever written as for as I'm concerned. I've
done that song in overy band I've been in.
‘When I started plnyiug the upright I wasn't
about to change.”

Midegard haned his skills in o varioty of
acts including the Frantic Flattops and Fly-
ing Saucers. In December 1993, the Twistin®
Tarantulas wore created as’a side project

Plenso sce BAND, £3

Plan an informal, fun-filled New Year’s Eve at home

What's On' TV

bicw Yoar's Eve College Foatball

Bowte

R Sun fowl, £l Paso, Texas - 2 p.m.

€OS (Ww)), Arizonn Stete (83) va.

town (T-4)

W Liborty Bowl, Memphia, Tenn ~

3:30 p.m. E5PN, Pittsdurgh (861 ve.

Southarn Mise. {8-3)

 Flegta Bowl, Temps, Az, - 7 pm.
. CBS (WVJ), Kangas State (10-1) va,

Syracuse (8-3).

Coontdown to 1898
MM brondcast live —
11 35 p.m. NBT (WX}
Caric's Rociun® e ~ 11:30
D m, ABC (WXYZ) sfter l’il locel
news

Sip champagne

View a vi_deo

Piay a game

DY ELEANOR AND RAY HRALD
SFECIAL WRITERS

You did it! You copped out
and didn't get reservations
for Now Year's Eve!l Don't
fret, you have a week and
can either plan to max out at
the penk of hedonism or
cheap out.

Champagne and hedonism
pair picely. In the category
of magnificont, induigent,
unforgettable, extrava Ant
maxing out for

BY JOIN MONAGHAN
SPECIAL WRITER

Rest nosured thore are
other ways to ring in a New
Yoar than simply watching
Dick Clark drop that silly
ball in Times Squere. Your
{ocal video storo is more than
hoppy to meet your needs,
whether ylmn spending the
holiday with friends, a lovar,

14

miar - it's cary to have your

JOHN MONAGHAN
BPECIAL WRITER

For awhile there it reemed
like parlor and board games
were all just derivations of
Monopoly and Charades.
That'a not truo anymore as
storos have whole niales of
clover ways to liven up Now
Year's Evo partics.

Here's just a samnple;

@ Outburst - In o game
that promises “commen
knowledge and uncommon

Pago :l. Section E

Bmm-!’uﬂﬂm 1

. Fon (WIBK) - ive Reno,

O minuta show counte dowr 10 new
mualesl

mances,
10 Scarinst Moments of 1997, nd
-mmnmnommmm -

o bottle, you can get the wnrld‘- best, 1989 Champagno own premier. with major movies that for some rouson
Krug or the 1986, tu usher in the new ysar. You huva the mwar mndn it to area acreena, One that's getting decent
champagne idoa; now for the caviar. .

If you've not purchased caviar bofore, hore are the "Boe;h Nluhu" Mark Wahlberg ns gypsies who traverso
baaies. Russian cavinrs are identified by the lpedu of the rural South, bilking people out of their money.

veler,” stnrring “Titanic's™ Bill Paxton and

hilarityl® you are given o topie like “Canine Commands®
and must come up with all 10 desired responses in only
60 poconds. Other categories: “Dances of the Sixtiea” and
“Parts of the Body that Como in Pairs”

A Planuot Hollywood - In lha ofticinl gams of the Tinsel-

Your,

Ploses sos S B Ploase cco VIDEO, £2

Ploano sco GAME, E2
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