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for Midtgurd - who was playing
with theGarficld Blues Band and
Johnny “Yarddog™ Jones — and
“Gorgeous™ George Friend, then
of the R&B group the Sun Mes-
sengers.

*I was doing pick-up blues gigs
all around town playing the
upright until the Tarantulas
finally got to a point whero we
knew we were sce-worthy. We'vo
been full time almost two years,”
Midtgard said.

Five drummers later, Alex
“The Thrilla From Manila® Tra-
Juno, formerly of the avant jazz
troupe Blue Dog, io on akina.

“Alex in awesome. Alex is the
find,” Midtgard explained.

Midtgard realizes that one doy
he, too, may leave.

“Musicians do come and go.
Thut's the nature of musicians.
Thoy do a certain bog long
enough then they get tired of it.
Me, I have my own thing that I
do. There will always be o
Twistin' Tarantulas, but I think
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the only main stay is going to be
me. Other guys are going to
come and go. That's just some-
thing that you learn to accept
after awhite.”

Maracos player Fredeorick
(*Rendy Freddy™ Spencer made
on unexpected exit from the
Twistin' Tarantulas Friday, Nov.
1, 1896. A captain in the armed
services, Spencer was shining his
shoes and brass buckles and but-
tons on the cloth wheel on o

bench grinder. Police belicve that -
his tie got caught, yanked him*

down ond ennpped his neck.

“l wrote a song obout what 1
learned from that experience, It
wns a strange thing becouse 1
had this song in mind earlier.
One time I was thinking nbout
spectator sports and thinking
about how spectators get so
involved in this thing, but
they’ro not in the arena. I've
never been able to understand
that persanally,” Midtgard
explained,
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Cockioils & Appetizers~~7:30-8:30
Buifet Dinner~~8:30-9:30
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Dancing~~9:30-11306 am
Champaign Toast~~12:00 am
Bar & D.J. Conclude~~1130 am
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For reservations call:
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“I wae thinking about people
who love to sit back and eriticize
the people thot are in the arcna
doing the battle. They're not try-
ing anything.”

The chorus, he said, encour-
ages people to make the moat of
their lives.

“There might not be a tomor-
row,” Midtgard sung. “There's not
much left of today. So live your
life in tho arena and lave, don't
pit in the stands and fade away.™

Prior to Spencer's deathy Midt-
gard struggled with the song's
veraes. Afterward, the words
flowed.

“It wag real simple then, It
was tho last time he taught me
o lenson — that you should live
and lovo and love to live beeause
you never know your fate.”

“The Arens” will be on the
Twistin' Tarantulas' follow-up to
“Attack of the Twistin’ Targntu-
las,” ita deébut CD released in the
fall 1996. Midtgard is planning
to record soon and release a new
CD this summer.

Also included on the CD will
be “Lighthouses.”

“Lighthouse’ is about different

people in my past that when I
was wandering with no direc-
tion, theso people were beacons,
They were lighthouses when I
was wandering too far awny from
where [ should be.”

After a pause, Midtgard said,
“Oh, I havo to sing the chorus for
you.”

“In my’ darkest moments when
I folt so alone/ At times when I'd
wander so for from home/ You lit
a candle while I cursed the dark/
You'ro a lighthause in a’ foggy
world™

Quickly, he sat up and admit-
ted .that he pgot the
lighthouse/foggy world connec-
tion from the Frank Capra film
“Meet John Doc.”

“F'm writing songs with a littlo
bit more serious subject matter.
The firat CD has a lot of those
songn that 1 wrote whon 1 first
started ploying rockabilly. My
feeling about rockabilly at that
time was that it had to be all
fluff. You don't want to say any-
thing too decp because it's just
fun, happy happy, joy joy music.”

“There’s a couplo songs on it

|- Game from page E1

town-themed restaurants, play-
ors are given categories like
“Reusons to press STOP on your
VCR,” “Famous Blond Actors,” or
“Movivs with One Name.” You
must come up with s many
answars 08 possible while an
electronic timer (with a “Mission
Impossible”style suspenaeful
tunc) gives the game tension.

B Monopoly Specinl Editions —
You've probably lost the shoe and
the few $500 bills that remain
are tooking protty dogeared.
Still, even if you do buy the
“Deluxe Edition,” it won't pre-
vent your opporients from hitting
Boardwalk before you do.

And in a twist on the “Your
City Here” versions of the game
produced in bergs nationwide,
Monopoly’s “Star Wara Classic
Trilogy Edition” mixes Chewbac-
cn ond Community Chest. Here
the pewter tokens now resemble
X-wing fighters as you develop
cities and ts th: h

a sound.

B Tom Clancy’s Politika - For
those of you frustrated by the
world political rituation, here's a
strategy game that allows you to
control tho fate of modern Rus-
sin. The premise here is that the
Russinn President has died,
leaving the country in the hands
of the Russian mafia. Unlike the
boolks, where you're at the mercy
of the Mr. Clancy's literary
whims, here you call the shots,

B Act One - Another game
where knowledge of Hollywood
helps, this time with 1,400 lines
or other clues from the most
memorable moments in TV and
movic history. Draw a card, act
out a scene, and then your part-
ners have to guess what it is,
based on your performance and
their familiarity with classics
such as *I Love Lucy,” “Star
Wars,” “The X-Files,” and “The
Godfather.”

u C ibility — A game like

the galaxy.

W Channel Surfing - The
favorite pastime of couch pota-
toes worldwide is now a popular
(and socially acceptable) parlor
game. Using the remote control
on your cable television (not
included), you must search for
such items as “Tacky Qutfits,”
“Fruit,” or “Somethings That
Makes You Gag,” all explained
for you on game cards. In a
clever twist, a *Ring” could be a
wedding ring, but it could also be

this can cither lead to holiday
fun or some scrious family
disharmeny. Here you and your
partner choose a subject that

both of you have some strong..

feclingo about and then pick
from a stack of pictured cords
with related images, The “Mar-
ringe” cotegory might prompt a
cuddly Teddy bear, but there are
also cards of prison cells. Rank
these pictures in order of person-
al importance and watch the
aporks fly.

that have odd twists to them like
‘Snake in the Grovs. I'm sitting
there telling this girl sho's got to
get awny from thia guy because
he's treating her (badly) and by
the way, I'm nvailable. That was
the only song I was lyrically
proud of on that record.”

A shuffle, a stroll and Latin
and bossa nova beats have
becomo standard fare for the
Twistin' Turantulas’ shows.

“Wo try to educate. Thore's a
real big dance scene that's evolv-
ing. For the longoat time, all
theao so-called dancers all they
could danco’to was one groove,
which is fast swing. All they
know how to do is spin each
other around and dance renlly
fast. If you don't ploy foat swing,
they wouldn't dance.”

Finally, Midtgard tossed out a
threat.

“] started snying to them,
‘Loock man. If you're really
dancers then you should know
how to do a shufe and a stroll
and n mambo and a bossonova. If
you're realtly going to get out
here and wear the clothes, and
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wear the two-tone shoes and tho
pin-striped suits, you folke
ghould learn how to dance to al]
theee differcnt steps, not just
'Sing, Sing, Sing.’ "

Novermind tha threats, the
crowds keop pouring in to clubs
like Fifth Avenue Billiards every
Sunday night. Midtgard knows
fult well that his band is all
about its live performances,

“We're a fun band to watch”
Mitdgard snid confidently while
crossing his arma. “It's not
because we put on soma big dog
and pony show. We enjoy what
wo do. That comes acroas, I love
the music that I play. It comes
from the bottom of my heart. 1
try to look nice, keep my hair
combed.” .

“We try to mix it up. It's all in
a very similar vein. We play
Americon roots music. We don't
do one bag. We have a nice full
bog of tricks. We can do awing.
We can do blues swing. We can
do straight-nhead rock ‘n’ rotl,
We can do rockabilly. It all has a
common denominator to it. It's
always the three of us playing.”

sturgeon (beluga, ossetra or
sevrugn) and the aea from which
thoy are taken {generally Caspi-
an or Black), Other caviars are
described as granular, pressed,
flavored or pasteurized. It is
moat important to purchase
fresh caviar. Beluga is the most
cxpensive.

Fish departments of upscalo
grocery markets in the orea reg-
utarly carry cavior during the
holidays. Ordering caviar by
telephone from a reputable
importer and having it shipped
overnight is a snap. We've used
Cavinrterin, Park Avenue, New
York (800) 4-CAVIAR or for
American caviars, Carolyn
Collina Caviar Company, Chica-
go (800) 226.0342.

Become a style maven on New
Year’s Eve! Imitate James Bond.
Go to a New Year's Eve showing
of “Tomorrow Never Dies,” the
latest James Bond film. Watch
Pierco Brosnan as Agent 007
drink the 1989 Champagne
Bollinger Grande Année $70.
This is the 19th Bond film and
the eighth in which Agent 007
drirtks his favorite champagne.

Yow'll get thirsty, so have your’

bottle chilled and imitate the
Bond style when you get home!
It's also great with caviar.

You just want to stay home?
Fine, rent the video of one or all
seven other Bond films in which
Agent 007 drinka Bollinger

LAST CHANCE TO VISIT EGYPT!
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Champagne — “Live and Let
Die,” “Moonraker,” “Octopussy,”
“A View to a Kill,” “The Living
Daylights,” “License to Kill,”
“GoldenEyc” and “Tomorrow
Never Dies.”

Bollinger Special Cuvée runs
about $30 if the Grande Année
scems a tad pricey. No kidding,
it's really good with frosh pop-
corn!

Prepare a simple, romantic
dinner with wine. Chardonnay
remains America’s most favorite
white wine. 1996 Alderbrook
Chardonnay $13 is most mppeal-
ing.

Or you could order pizza.
Drink good but cheap red wine
with your pizza. The following
are $10 or lesa.

1995 Napa Ridge Cabernct
Soauvignon; 1995 Georges
Duboeuf Cabernet Sauvignon;
1995 Lindemans Bin 46 Caber-
net Sauvignen; 1996 Walnut
Crest Merlot; 1996 Sutter Home
Merlot; 1995 Lindemans Bin 40
Merlot; or 1996 Fetzor Eagle
Peak Merlot.
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B Offbeat Romance — Befare
you rent *Sleepless in Seattle”
again, try a charming little
romance called “Before Sunrise,”
from Richard Linklater, the
director of “Dazed and Canfused”™
and “Slacker.” Here Ethan
Hawke and Julie Delpy play
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young Boh who meet on
the train in Europe and decide,
on the epat, to spend one memo-
rable night together in Vienna.

B Better in Black and
‘White — The holidays are almost
over, but there's still time to
catch “Shop Around the Corner”
(1940} a Jimmy Stowart movie
directed by Ernst Lubitsch that
gives "It's @ Wonderful Life".a
run for its money. Here the stim-
mering one plays head elerk at a
Budopeat gift shop who doean't
roalize that the co-worker he
constantly argues with (Mar-
garet Sullavan) is the same
woman he has been woving
through a personals ad.

M Hong Kong Action -~ With
tho Hong Kong influence making
itaelf moro and more known

. through the American success of

Jackie Chan, John Woo nnd
hopefully soon Chow Yun Fat
(his new movie opens in Febru-
ary), it's time to catch up with
the Asian invasion on video, Now
that you'vo seen Woo's *Face/Off”
check out his “Hard Boiled,”
whoge high-octano shootout in a
big city hospital includes some of
the moat heart-pounding action
ever put on film.

& Now York, New York - If
you can't be in New York this
holiday, you can sce it in its glory
in “On the Town™ (1949), for my
money the most exuberant MGM
musical over mode. Here soilor
boys Gene Kelly, Frank Sinatra
and Jules Munehin spend such a
memorable 24 hours in Manhat-
tan (it was filmed on location)
that you'll be planning your next
trip,

® Pro-“Scroam” Bereams -
Now that you know both
“Sereame™ practically by heart,
check out the offbent movies Wes
Craven made before he became a
houschold nume, though prefer-
akly thaao without 11 or Il after
tho titlos. “Last House on tho
Left,"“The Hills Have Eyes,” and
“Deoadly Friend” won't disap-
point. .



