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long made Dec.
26 1 high-profilo
opening date for
end-of-the-yecar
movies. Far from
o dumping
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these films need
to opon before
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qualify for Oscar
nominations,

JOHN
MONAGHAN

The eight
movies bowing today run the
gamut from quirky comedy to
numbing tragedy. Three of them,
“Jackie Brown,” “Deconstructing
Harry” and “The Sweot Here-
after” feature between them so
much maverick moviemaking
that you hope other filmmakers
use them as the baais for their
New Year's resolutions.

In his first film as director
since “Pulp Fiction,” Quentin
Tarantine has assembled a few
of his favorite things and rolled
them together into something
called “Jackie Brown.” The
movic is based on a novel by
Edmore Leonard, stars '70s
action heroine Pam Grier, and
featurea o soundtrack of vintage
soul.

:At well over two hours, the
combination grows unwicldy to
say the teast. Gricr plays an air-
line stewardess collared for drug
and money smuggling who
promises to play ball with ATF
ogents to bring down the mur-
derous gun salesman Ordell
tSam Jackson.)

<The plot thickens (and some-
times congulates) when she
makes a side deal with Ordell to
smauggle more money under the
Feds’ noses. The most intereating
thing about the poyof¥ is the way
Tarantino plays with one of his
trademark: non-lincar time.

. Ultimately, this is more an
Elmore Leonard movie than a
‘Tarantino one. The kinetic quoli-
ties and bizarre twists that made
“Pulp Fiction” such a blast are
reploced here by characters and
twists of fate that probably
worked far better on the page
before Tarantino got ahold of it.

.Still, you have a fascinating
caat, including '70s TV actor
Robert Forster as an aging bail
bondsmen, Robert De Niro as
Qrdell's right hand man and
Bridget Fondn as a “surfer girl"
whose sclf-confessed ambitions
consist of emoking pot and
watching television.

Bizarre casting continues to be
a staple of Woody Allen movies
ond “Deconstructing Horry”
iy no exception. His best film in

Moore, Elisabeth Shue, Richard
Benjamin, and Julia Louis-Drey-
fuss in another intensely person-
al story of a sclf-absorbed writer
(Allen, of course) whose complex
relationships fuel his fiction.

The movic poises between
real-life and the writer's short
fiction, adding up to o reminder
of how clever Allen truly is as a
short atory author. In one, a
young man uees the bachelor
pad of a dying friend to date a
prostitute, When the doorbell
rings, & black-cloaked vision of
death insists that, despite the
man's pleas of mistaken identity,
it's time to meet his moker.

How Allen juxtnposes these
stories with real life is cansin-
tently clever. Who else would

as tho fictional equivalent of
Kirstic Alley?

In yet, another homage to
favorite directors Ingmar
Bergman and Federico Fellini,
Allen references the former's
“Wild Strawberries” whon the
writer makes a long, flashback-
filled trek to his old achool's
awards ceremony. By the end, he
is in a Fellini vorsion of hell,
with naked writhing women and
an office for Satan with central
air. And doesn't anyene clse find
it funny that the nearly 60-yeer-
old Allen has wooed some of the
screen's most beautiful women in
recent years? Julia Roberts and
Helenn Bonham-Carter have
recently succumbed to his
charms and now there's Elisa-
beth Shue, as o fan-turned-lover

hattan™ not to fall in love with

im.

These inside jokea are only
frosting on the cake for a truly
inspired movio that defines the
nature of the artist as loner,
loser, lover, miaanthrope and
hedonist. With Woody Alien, you
get all of the above.

“The Sweet Hercafter,” the
latest from Canadian Atom
Egoyan, won the top prize at
Cannes this year. But don't let
that, or the film's depressing
cantent, scare you oway.

In one of the richest film expo-
ricnces this year, Ian Holm plays
a lawyer who descends on a
small Northern Canada town
after a bus accident has killed
virtually all of the town’s chil.
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promisce that justice will be
scrved, others rightly see him as
a money-hungry shyster profit-
ing from misery.

Yet it's difficult to sce Holm's
chazacter strictly in terms of vil-
lnin. Throughout the proceed-
ings, he is constantly reminded
of his own heroin-addicted
daughter, who constantly ringa
his cellular phone with aweet
talk but inovitably tries to
squeeze him for drug -money.
What Holm and the townspeaple
need to realize is that fate docs-
n't play by the rules. And despite
the human need to lay blame on

sengeless tragedy, sometimes
none can be found.

Egoyan, known for complex |
(ofton pretontious) atudies of :
family politics, gets it right this -
time. With his clever use of wide
screen, he creates at least ane
imoge that will be burned forev-
or into your mind: a bright yel-
low echool bus carcfully negotiat- 3
ing turna on icy mountain roads, 3
surrounded by on endloss
expanse of heavenly white snow.

John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments. To .
leave John a voice mail message,
dial (313) 953-2047 on a fouch-7:
tone phone, mailbox 1866. -
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