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A lot of folks got new com-
pu!cr systems for Christmas
and are just now venturing
out into Cyberspace, wonder-
ing what the rules are and
where they can find the
coolest sites.

It's a cenfusing time for
the Net nowbie because
there are se many options
and new procedures, Lot's
atart with how you are iden-
£ (ified on the Net.

As soon as you are “wired”
or provided an online
account, you should have received your c-
mail address. It consiata of the user name you
sign on with followed by the symbol @, 13 in

‘at,” followed by the name of the place that
gives you Net access. That's the “domain” or
the computer that “hosts” your account.

For cxample, my ¢-mnil nddress is:
nukc@pcmlkc com . If you break it down,
mike is my user name. W}mt dezngumhca
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Don’t be shy about first cybersteps
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my mike from the hund of
other mike’s out there is where 1 belong.
That's the domain part. My domain is
pemike.com and [ am the only mike at
pemike.com,

What does the “com” part at the end of my
uddress mean? I know somcone out there is
asking that. It means commercial organiza-
tion. It tells those in the know that my
domain is involved in making money (at least
I sure hope it is).

Similarly, “edu” means educational institu-
tion, “gov” menns same sort of government
agency, “uk” is from Great Britain and “org”
is a non-profit organization. You can easily
spot e-mail that someone gent you from one of
the commercial online services because it will
have o domain of aol.com or
compuserve.com.

To read your Internet e-mail, you need a
program. There are stand-alone software
packages you can get like Eudora {(www.
cudora.com) or Pegasus (www.pegasus.
usa,com) but the two most popular Woerld
Wide Web browsers — Netscape and Internet
Explorer - come bundled with perfectly ade-
quate e-mail applications.

I wrote & column on November 23rd about
the proper “Netiquette” involved in sending e-
mail that you can nccess through my Web-
page (www.pemike.com). When you get to
the site, click on “BBS” in the upper naviga-
tion bar and you'll sev a list of all my columns
and special reports. Look for the one called
“E-Mail Netiquette.”

But assuming you've sent o few e-mails
and working your way through cyberspace,
it’s time to learn the neighborhood.
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PCMike: You can check out Wendland’s Web site at www.pemike.com.

marks. Bill Gates doesn't want his product to
he anything remotely like Notscape’s so
Microsoft’s Internet Explorer calls them
“Favorites.”

But “Favorites” are the same thing as
“Bookmarks,” a collection of your faverite Web
sites. The first thing you'll want is a book-
mark for finding stuff, Search engines, peoplo
finders, newsgroup and search engines.

he Search and Rescarch Master List
{(httpY/www.wimer.net/search.html) is o
great place to start. It links to several of the
most populor search engines, a bunch of tele

phone directories and even an acronym or

abbreviation finder,

Private-Eye.Net (www.private-oye.net
/databases.htm) offers an assortment of
links to sites that help you locate e-mail and
mailing addresses. I particularly like the
reverse phone number lockup that lets you
enter a phone number to see the person or
business that it’s listed under.

Tho search engine I find myself using the
most these days is called HotBot (www.hot~
bot.com). It searches cverything on the Net
-~ newsgroups, the Web, e-mail addresses,
buasiness listings and even dor names, if
you want to find out who runs a particular
Internet site.

Purdue University has a greot site all Net
newhics ahould check out ealled the Virtual
Reference Desk (http/thorplus.lib.pur-
due.edu/roference/index.html). It has

To case your surfing fr , let me
offer up PC Mile's Favorite Boakmarks,

Bookmarks, as you've no doubt learncd, are
electronic placeholders, saved Internet
addresses on your browser. If you use
Netscape's browser, they're called book-

complete online dictionariea and thesauri
(that's the plural of thesaurus), government
directories and maps

For tho easicst to use online maps, check
out M. (www. m). You
can get maps and driving directions for any-

place in the enuntry from this site.
o U.S. G hasa

aite t.hnt links to every single gnvommcnt
agency that is online. It's called FedWorld
{www.fodworld.gov) and it ia loaded with
information, databases, reports and
abstracts.

Almost all Michigan governmental agen-
cies can be found online, too, under the Michi-
gan State Government site (https/www,
migov.statemius)

If you've ever gone to address a letter or
card but found yourself frustrated by not
knowing the zip code, then you'll need to
bookmark the National Address Server
(http/iwww.cedar.buffalo.edu/adserv.he
ml) Just type in the address and this site
returns the proper zip codo.

The Net is londed with places to get free
software. The site I use the moat is right here
m Saumoustem M-chignu s called the Oak

/h Res-oake
lnnd.cdu/onk.html) and it's maintained by
Qakland University’s Offico of Computer nnd
Information Services.

1 could go on. But half the fun of the Net is
finding your own favorites. These should give
you more than enough to discover just how
ugeful the World Wide Web has become.
Have fun.

Mike Wendland covers the Internet for
NBC-TV Newschannel stations across the
country and can be seen locally on WDIV-
TV4, Detroit. His "PC Talk™ radio show airz
Saturday afternoons on WXYT-Radio
AM1270 and he is the author of a scries of
Internct books {call 888-222-1866). You can
reach him through his Web site at
http:/ hwww.pemike.com

New Roth IRA savings
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PEACE will como when people
Learn to listen and to care
About the rights and dignity
Of peaple everywhere.

PEACE will come when love

Lear from page E5

and trust
And kindness know rebirth, -
And on that day all people ~
Will rejoice in peacr onl

Amanda Bradley

DAL, and it affirms Lear's lead in
Tier 1 sourcing to minority sup-
pliers,” anid Terry O'Rourke,
group vice president, Lear Ford
Division.

Ho added, “Lear will spend
$100 million with minority
sources in 1897, and we will add
to that number next year.”

“Ford continues its industry-
leading support of minority sup-
pliers through this contract,™ said
Carlos Mazzorin, vice president
purchasing, Ford Motor Compn-
ny. “And we offer another exam-
ple of our to the city

For example, Ford created a -
Technical Assistance Program,’
which provides ghort-term h-:h-:
nical assistance to minority sup-:
phors using automative mdumlry
retirees.

Ford also has a financial nsmn-_
tance program and other
minority developmont programs
such as a minority opportunity
forum, which last year brought
together more than 120 minority
and 100 Ticr 1 companies to
explore sourcing opportunities.

A Fortune 250 Company, Lear
Cor ion is one of the world's.

of Detroit.

Ford purchases moro goods
and services, more than $2 bil-
lion, from minority-owned suppli-
ers than any other corporation.”

Ford has developed special pro-
grams to assist and strengthen
minority suppliera.

sales from page

largest nutomotive supplicrs
with 1996 sales of $6.2 billion.

The Company’s world elags’
products are designed, engi-
noered and manufactured by
more than 50,000 employces in
over 160 focilities located in 24
countries.
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MRA Retall Survey
November Sales Activit
{numbers in parentheses indicato October rosulls)
% Incressed % % No Change
Sales 56({58) 27(27) 17(15) 2B%290)
inventory 49{49) 18(19) 33(32) 289(290)
Prices 16(15) 8(8) 76(77)  288290)
Promotlons  36{31) 6(5) 56(64)  288(289)
Hirlng 14(18) 5(6) 8176)  288289)
Expectations for Next 3 Months
(numbars in parenthesis indicate Oclober results)
% Incremsed % % No Change
Sales 54(73) 20(12) 26(15)  28%272)
Inventory 21(40) 41(25) 38(35  288(270)
Prices 22(23) 10(4) 68(73)  288(270)
Promotions  32(51) 10{8) 58(43)  288(269)
Hiring. 81N T4 B5(79) 288(270)

For November, gift retailers
led Michigan's retail industry,
with 73 percent repnrtmg sales
increasen.

They were followed by jewel-
ers, at 63 percent.

The Michigan Retailers Asso-
ciation is the unified voice of

retailing in Michigan and the
nation’s largest state trade
associntion of general mer-
chandise retailors,

MRA's 4,600 rotail busincas
members operate more than
9,000 stores across the state.
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options starts Jan. 1

Thanks to Congress, about 95
percent of Americans have a
chance to take advantoge of a
new “gift offer” that really can
“keep on giving."

The Roth IRA, while not your
typicnl stocking stuffer, allows
people to save money tox-free to
plan for major life cvents such as
education and the purchase of o
firat home.

“A gift like the Roth IRA is like
cxpcclmg one package and find-
ing two under the tree,” said
Randy Boser, vice president for
Retail Retirement Plana ot Amer-
ican Express Financial Advisors.
“One package is the Contributory
Roth IRA that allows taxpayers to
contribute up to $2,000 & yenr in
the account. The second is the
Conversion Roth IRA, which lets
people trade in their "previously
owned’ IRA for the new Roth.”

The real goodies in the pack-
agen have to do with taxes.
Unlike o traditional IRA, when
you cash in the Rath IRAs, you
don't pay any taxcs. (This does
aspume you're willing to hold
your account more than five ycara
and you're over age §9% at with.
drawal.)

Il you convert from the tradi-
tionnl IRA to the new Roth IRA,
thero is some tax liability up
front.

“But them's a special "one-timo
offer’ in 1998 on the Conversion
Roth IRA,” Boser noted. “Instead
of paying tho taxes all at once,
Congreos is letting us spread the
taxea out over a four-year period.”

Here are more details about
your holiday offer:

« Is this gift only for me, or
cnn I share it?

If you're single and have an
adjusted gross income (your
wagies, dividends, bonuscs, tips,
ete.) under $95,000, you nre eligi-
ble for tho Contributory Roth
IRAIf you file u joint tax return
and your combined adjusted groas
income ia under $160,000, you nre
eligible.

« What if you mnko more?
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There's still a little something
under the tree. Single peaple who
make between $965,000 and
$110,000, and joint filers earning
between $160,000 and $160,000
combined can make a limited con-
tribution,

* Okay, you say you'ro sin-
gle and make more than
$110,000 or, as joint filers,
more than $160,0007

Sorry, you'ra not eligible for
this. (But you are in that raro 5
percent of tax-paying Americans.)

* Must 1 wait until Christ.
mns to epen my preacuts?

No. You probably should open
these packages sooner to see if
overything “fits” you, based on
your persannl financial situation
— your income lovels, ago, goala
and tax status. By figuring these
things out carly, you can beat the
post-haliday rush and be ready
for tho start-up date of the Roth
IRA, which is Jan. 1, 1998.

* How much work s
inveolved In putting this gift
together?

There is “some assembly
required.” Think of the Rolh IRA

Because this can be,a complex
decision, it's beat to consult with a
professional to make sure you
make an informed decision about
which IRA is appropriate for you.

¢ Tell me how this gift
keops on giving.

You must do your part to make
sure you reap the ultimate
rewarda’ from this gift. By mak*
ing contributions (up to $2,000} to
your Roth IRA each year, you do
end up “paying yourself.” And
make time your friend.

For cxample, say you're 30 and
your Roth IRA investments earn
10 percent a year. If you make
contributions of $2,000 for tho
next 36 years, you could have
nearly $600,000 (almost $530,000
in tax-fres enrnings) by the time
you retire at 85.

¢ Is there a warranty?

Woell, no. Like with all inveat-
ments, your money is at risk.
However, the Contributory Roth
IRA allows you to witndraw what
you put in without paying taxes,
whenover you want. (You would
have to pay incoms taxes ~ and
poasibly pcnulty uumu - on uny

a8 a lovely or

that you fill with additional good-
ies. You “fill” the containcr with
virtually any investment - a CD
from your lacal bank, stocks,
bonds ar mutual funds. - 1t all
doponds on your ewn circum-
stances, such as how much time
remains before you withdraw the
money, your tolerance for risk
and your financial goals.

* Who'll holp me put this
togother?

All kinds of financial institu-
tions are cuger to scll you a Roth
IRA. But keep in mind that you'll
get varying levels of service.

It's wise to rely on more thsn
one aourcn ta get good informa-
tion that fits your apecific needs
and tax gituation.

Your financin) ndvisor can help
determine your oligibility and
whether the Roth IRA fits within
your long-term finnncial strutegy.

but not on your own contnbu-
tiona.}

« Not to ba greedy, but are
there any othar goodics in
that stocking?

There ia a little extra thrown in
— Education IRA. On top of your
$2,000 contribution to your Roth
IRA, you can add $500 per year
for each of your children. The
money grows, and, when your
child reaches age 18, it can be
withdrawn to help finance the
coat of higher education.

s Is there anyone who
should say “no thanks” to
such a gift?

If you'ro not willing to wait at
least fivo years — or if you don't
have n specified good reason for
withdruwing the monay - it's beat
to pasn on the offer.

We've peeled loan rates back.

your payments automatically.

You might even find it worthwhile
to slip out of an existi. 7 loan and
refinance at this very appealing rate.

You can save quite a few bananas on

that car, boat, camper, or any secured

consumer loan at Huntington Banks.
This rate is available for a short

time only... and it's a good one.

You'll just need a savings or checking

account with us and we'll deduct

Call Huntington Banks of Michigan
1-800-642-INFO (4636).

Hlmtmglon
Banks
Take control of your money.=
SCaain typea of icans and axsing Hunngton Banks of Michigan, Huntington Nationad Bank, end Huntiagion
Corporstion loara.

Accoplance
do not quatly under tis program. Without an automatic deduction rom & Muntington Banks of Michigan
<hockig Of 38vinG3 2CTOUAT yOur (3% wll bo & Fixcd 8 9% APAL Subjoct 0 Graadt Approval

! y I N |




