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Carriers

100 postal
employees
move into
Indoplex

Circle site

By Tix 8yt
HTAFF WRITER

For United States
Postal Service corriers
oand clerks serving
Farmington and a por-
tion of Farmington
Hill, the recent move
into a larger, brighter
annex facility was an
early holiday gift.

like new facility

In carly December —
just in time for the holi-
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day crunch - approxi- Sorting It out: Postal carrier Flora Richardson prepares mail for delivery last
mately 100 employees week at the spacious new annex. She came over from the now-closed Slocum

moved over to a 25,000
square-foot facility at
24505 Indoplex Circle,
near Grand River-Drake. Some come
from a building about one-third the
gize, on Slocum 'Road in Farmington.
Others made the switch from the area’s
main post office branch on 12 Mile Road
in Farmington Hills.

“This is very nice,” said Carel Seaton,
who delivers moil to homes and buai-
nesses in zip code 48336, “We are not
crowded anymore. We couldn’t move in
the other building. This (move) was way
overdue. We needed this 10 years ago.”

Veteran clerk Botte Burt agreed that
the additional work space is making life
engier. “The other one (on 12 Mile) was
very overcrowded, but we did the beat
we could. Here, we can move cquipment
around much more efficiently.”

It means the mail is sorted faster, on
trucks faster and probably i ilk

open Indoplex facility, which is for mail
processing only. The affected zip codes
are 48335 and 48338, mostly in Farm-
ington but includi art of F i

Station in Farmington, which was approximately one-third the size.

The new digs suits former Slocum-
based carrier Flora Richardson just
fine. Not only are working conditions

Hills. Customers in zip codea 48331 and
48334 will continue to be served out of
the 12 Mile main branch.

Except for the pick-up of certified
mail, vacation mail and parcel pick-ups,
Bowers said post office services for cus-
tomers in those two zip codes — includ-
ing the purchase of stampe — will be
hondled at the main branch and at the
United States Postal Service retail store
in the Downtown Farmington Center.

According to Bowers, it cost about $2
million to purchase and retrofit the
Indoplex facility, which had been & light
industrial worchouse.
for the Slocum station

faster, explained Seaton.

Conditions were even more crowded
at the now-closed Slocum branch, an
outdated 8,000 square-foot facility.

“The little Slocum station was too
small to handle all the customers at
that zip code,” said Postmuaater Marlene
Bowers, “And the main post office wns
becoming too amall. It's all because of
the tremendous growth in Farmington
and Farmington Hills during the last 10
years. We were tremendously over-
crowded.” :

Bowers anid 55 carrier routes were
moved Dec. 4-5 into the brighter, wide-

A rep
has been sought since 1985, said a real
estate manager for the post office, Royal
Qak-based Bob Borne.

“God hasn’t made any new land out
here,” Borne said. “So we've hod a real-
ly tough time.”

Borne said Farmington City Manager
Frank Lauhoff descrved much of the
credit for both the Indoplex carrier
annex and downtown retail store.

*It's-just very hard to relocate a post
office,” Borne said. “We have the best of
bath worlds now. Retail is where retail
ought to be and we have a place just for

the carriers.”

p d, she has a chance to become
reacquainted with collesgues she hadn't
seen in years.

“We have another zip code here,
another unit of people who we had not
worked with for aeveral years,”
Richnardson said. “Before (ot Slocum) we
were limited to one zip code. Now
there’s more people and more camo-
raderie . . . The coffee club is bigger.”

Besides the extra indoor space,
Richardson noted other benefits of the
Indoplex facility — better morale and
docking stations for mail trucks to
unload.

“We don't have to wait for everything
to be shuttled to us from the other
building,” she said. “That’s the major
time saver right there.”

Richardson also said employee morale
is on the rise thanka to the swijtch.
“Being in o new facility is always nice.
It makes you feel better.”

Burt couldn’t agree more.

“This feels much more positive,” B
said. “We started brand new and
teamwork, You can sce your results.”

Customers will soon have a chance to
see the facility for themselves. Bowers
gaid an open house was being planned
for sometime in January or February.

Kenbrook poinsettia sale
nets $732.50 for playground

_Kenbrook Elementary g Leading
Scacol's new plLlygrngnd the way:
will atart flowering Left
thanks to a successful g
poinscttia sale, held in Suzanne
carly December. GGUTIL’_Y. -
The Kenbrook Parent- a Ken-
Teacher Associntion spon- brook:
sored the fund-raising teacher,
effort while the student '
council promoted the spear-
effort with pasters and headed  :
morning public uddresn the
nnnoulcements. PTA-
Then, on Dec. 5:6, wtu- spon-
dent council members P 1 .
were hard at work, filling sored .
customer orders. poinset-
According to Kenbrook tia sale.
parents, en?‘;mh poinset- Below
tins were sold to genvrote >
$732.50. Ie/f;l:;,:; .
That money will be By
used to help fund the stum
final stage of the play- resent-
Kround, blcc{ a
~Tim Smith florist,
with all
of the =
pre-sold
poinset-
tias
await-
ing pick-
up from
parents
and

Fiil *em up: Members of the Kenbrook Elementary School stu-
dent council spent two days in carly December filling cus-
tomers’ poinsettia orders.

WL school board divided
on new redistricting plan

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
STAFY WRITER

Changing the achools Walled
Lake achool district children
attend came down to one vote ~
and that was in favor of altering
all but four attendance arcos,

The board of education voted
4-3 to approve the final redis-
tricting committee proposal Dec,
18 following public comment
from mainly Mt. Royal subdivi-
sion residents trying to keop
Lower and Upper Mt. Royn! stu-
dents together. The subdivision
is south of Commerce Rond
between S. Commerce and Ben-
stein roads in Commerce Town-

ship.

The Walted Lake District
includes a northwest portion of
Farmington Hilla.

“I knew it would be 8 split
vote,” said Mt. Royal subdivision
president Dean Gidlof. “I was
hoping it would fal! in our favor.”

Now Mt. Royal students will
be spilt between Commerce and
‘Glengary clementary schoola,
Smart and Walnut Creek middle
schools and alt will attend Cen-
tral High.

“We did take note of the
votes,” Gidlof said.

And Gidlof said he believes
Mt. Royal residents will keep it
in mind when casting bollots in
the next schoo) board election.

Board vice president Thomas
McConnell and trustces Ran-
dolph Stan and David Carlisle
voted against the plan nl’te_r
Stan'a motion to postpono a deci-
sion was rejected by a majority
of the bonrd,

In total, 386 current elemen-
tary students, 449 middle school
students and 170 high school
students will be affected by the
redistricting proposal, which will
‘be implemented in Fall 1998 for
elemantary ond middle achoala
and in Fali 1999 for high schoals.
‘The only attendance areas unaf-
fected are Mary Helen Guest,
Dublin, Keith nnd Pleasont Lake
ulementary schools.

7 Superintendent Dr. James
Caislir snid iU wos nn|mrl.'\u|_.lu

M 'l knew it would be a
split vote. | was hoping
it would fall in our
favor.’
Dean Gidlof
—M!. Royal subdivision
president

make the decision Dec. 18, “s0
atudents don't go t’ vough the
rest of the school yenr with undo
anxiousness.”

“1 feel (committee membera)
should not have been restricted
from not using the portables,”
said Ston, who lives in the Mt.
Royal subdivision.

“I believe the redistricting
committee did a great job work-
ing with tho information they
had,” however, McConnell said
after the meeting, “I think there
are some things we, the beard,
might have been able to do dif-
ferently.”

“We have a number of options
we can have without asking for
more moncey,” Ston said after the
mecting. “The iden is to get
those classrooms in the north
built.”

Alter the vote, Ston suggested
district officinls organize o com-
mittee of the ity, includ-

“We can’t control the growth of
the district,” said Lora Miller,
committee member.."The plan
we have is the beat plan that all
of us could recommend that will
benefit the entire district.”

Mt. Royal parents, who had
safety concerns, wanted the
opportunity to work with the
board

“I urge you to vote this down
now,” said Kitty Lewan, “Give us
the opportunity to make it good.”

“You can work with these peo-
ple — case by case if you have
to,” said Wixom parent John
Klink.

Single parent Lori Klemanski
said she moved to the Mt. Royal
area to be close to Commerce
Elementary. Redistricting or not,
she said she will drive her child,
who will be in'second grade next
year, to Commerce Elementary.

*I don't feel safe with my child
that far away,” Klemanski said.
*I don’t want her bused. She is
going to attend Commerce Ele-
mentary.”

“We're dumping M-5 into the
township in the next couple of
years,” said Todd Martin, a Com-
merce firefighter. “Now you're
busing kids all over the place.
For the last 20 years, my worst

igh ¢ ia to pull up on an

ing area and busi-

cident with all these kids.”

nceses ns well as paronts, to
kecp studenta in achools closer to
their homes when redistricting
again. Officials expect redistrict-
ing to be nocessary in about
three ycars.

“We're not an igland,” Ston
anid. “We affect oach other and
we have to start realizing that

And after the meeting, parent
Tammy Stuck said, “It does
come down to our convenience.
There is no reason that they
can't moke an exception for 60
kids,”

Miko Bowers, who rend o let-
ter from his Commerce Elemen-

and work together.”

Sovoral redistricting commit-
tee mombers commented on the
hard work, long hours, changes
to nccommudate residents, and
personal effects the plan hos on
their familics,

“There's over 14,000 children
in the district and there's always
going to be somebody unhappy,”
said Rose Scullion, committec
memher.

tary daugh stating her sad-
nesa about being separated from
her best friend, suggeated par-
ents could maintain a portable to
keep the children at Commerce

Elementary.

But committee member
Michael Fabion said it wasn't
that ensy.

“Every time weo move children,
it requires other children to be
affected,” Fabian said.

PATAGONIA!

NITRO II JACKET
Save $100.00

STORM JACKET
SAVE $75.00

Save 20-30% on:
Selected Outernear
from
Lowe Alpine &
AMarmaot

Al Children's:
Crtervear &
Sportswear

20% Off

Benhmark

PURVEYORS OF EXCELLENT
OuTDOOR EQUIPMENT

32715 GRAND RIVER AVE., FARMINGTON

VISIT US ONLINE AT: www.benchmarkoutdoors.com

bars

L (248) 477-8116

Pathfinder Snowshoes
$99.99

Save 20-30%

Fall Sportswear
from

Gramicci &
Royal Robbins

Monday - Friday 10-9
Saturday 10-8
Sunday 12-5




