Comedian Bernie Mac per-
forms 7:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. at
the Fox Theatre, 2211 Wood-
ward, Ave., Detroit. Tickets
?gB and $27.50, (248) 433-

it

Fisher Theatre presents “Le
Miserables,”2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
at the Fisher Theatre in the
Fisher Building, Detroit.
Tickets $15-858, (248) 645-
6666.

Last
chance to

M see Dein
 Perry’s Tap
Dogs at
Detroit
Opera
House,
1626
Broadway,
Detroit.
Curtain 7
p.m., tick-
ets $32.50
and
$22,50,
(248) 645-
6

1

‘| and Hot Sauce™ and

% 6 .
Hot Tix: Detroit blues,
R&B and soul singer
Thornetta Davis and her
Sharecroppers of Soul are
on this year's lineup for
the Anti-Freeze Blues Fes-
tival at the Magic Bag in
Ferndale Fridey, Jan, 2-
gaturday, call (248) 544-

Wha: Mudpuppy BTAFP
What: Parforms in sup-
port of its sophomore

and Hot Sauce™
When: 20 p.m, Satut.
day, Jan. 24
Where: FIth Avonue
Blillerds, 215 W. Fifth
Ave., Royol Opk,
How: The show I8 fres
and open to those 21
and older. Fotr mere
information, call (248)
22, "y
Mudpoppy 0180 por- Detroit arca.
forma et 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jon, 29, as part of
2 bookslgning party for
R&B:

The Essential Atbum
Gulde* at Borders
Books and Music,
43075 Crescent Boule
vard, Novi. The show is
froe. (248) 347-0810.
Besides "White Bresd

“Mudpuppy,* the band
alsa appasrs oq the
Dotrolt blues complia-
tion *Uncut Dotrolt:
Uve Blues In the

Night” with Itscover of | unprepared. .... It's o great oppor-
!"Mm:'cg"’ﬁ“‘:; tunity to play in a city that really
fom oom | oppreciates the blues.”

ofit Henry Ford Com-
munlty College's stu-
dent-operated radic
statlon WHFR (89.3
M),

For more Information
about Mudpupgy, call
Venturo Records at
{313 4382700.

former Sout
was influenced by a stay in Brazil,

sings the blues
with Buddy Guy

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
WRITER

aul Randolph has been
effort “While Breod waiting for his next gig

most of his 30-plus yenra.

He's been porfecting his voice

and honing his skills at the bass
and various other inatrumenta
since as long as he can remem-
ber. He and his band Mudpuppy
have “paid their dues” and
become ono of the most visible
and well-known groups in the

And it will all come to fruition
Saturday, Jan. 10, when Mud-
puppy doea what most blues

icians would kill to do - open
for Buddy Guy at his Chicago
club Legends.

“I'm as ready for that as I will
ever be, I've been preparing for
these moments all my life,” Ran-
dolph, a 1981 Southficld High
School graduate, said with a big

grin.

“You wark hard at what you do
and you try to stay on top of
everything. It's not like 'm

Mudpuppy fans looking jor a
little adventure, can call Leg-
ends, 764 S. Wabash Ave., Chica-
g0, at (312) 427.0333 for mare
information about the show.

Mudpuppy earned the chance
to open for Guy after winning the
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PTOTO BY JZRAY MINDOZA
Homecoming concert: (Above) Mudpuppy
opens for Buddy Guy at his m'ghtclgb fe -
ends in Chicago this weekend. The band
returns to town to play Fifth Avenue Billiards
in Royal Oak at 9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 24,
(Right) Mud, up/‘;y .singer Paul Randolph, a

fie

ent, said his music

Reo rie into town with‘World’s Toughest Bulls & Broncs’

‘The New Dodge World's Toughest Bulls & Broncs
Champlonship Rodeo

When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jen, 3, end 2 p.m, Sunday, Jan, 4,
Whete; Joe Louis Arena, 500 Chvic Center Orive, Detrolt,
Tickata: $18, $15, $12 and $10 avallsble &t the Joe Louls Arena
and Fox Theotre box offices, and elf Ticketmaster outlets, call
(248) 843-8688. For mora Information, call (313) $33-8608, for
24hour Information on accesaible soaling ond spacial neads cal)
(313) 396-7902." "

3 - Highlighta:
B Ty Hetndon presents & concart after the conctuslon of the
roded Saturday night, Frae with the purchass of e Saturday night
fodeo ticket,
W Chizdren ages (12 and under) get 3/2 price tickets and free
pocy riies on Sunday, .
Looking Ahead
Whatt Longhorn World Championship Rodeo
:llm;; p.m. Friday and Saturday, Feb. 20-21; 2 p.m. Sunday,
- Fab,
‘Whars: Paince of Aubum Hifla™ . R
“Tickatal $13, $14 and $12 tesorved. All seats opening night sro
$10, Seniore 62 aid over and children 12 and under will recelve
$2 017 $14 and 612 ticketa on Sunday, Feb. 22. Kios under lwo
yeers of ago admittod froe, Calf (248) 645.6066; Gioups of 18
o mora roceive 62 off all eats, Call (248) 3770100,

BY KEELY WYGONIK
BTAY? WRITER

*Mamaa don't let your babies
grow up to bo cowboys, let'em be
doctors "n’ lawyers 'n’ such,” goes
the famous song by Willie Nel-
son, but if given tho chance, a Jot
of us would jump ot the chance.

“Not overyone can put their
foot in the stirrup and ride off
into the aunsot, but you can ride
off in your pickup truck,” snid
Stevo Gandor, president and
executive producer of the “The
Now Dodge World's Tougheat
Bull's & Bronca Championship
Rodeo” riding into Joo Louia
Aronn Saturday and Sunday,
Jan, 3-4,

“We uso a lot of pageantry in
our rodeo,” said Gandor whosa
company is colebrating its 20th
year, “Our sound effecta are
unlque. We use ‘2001 Space

Odyassey’ and a lot of rock while
the action is going on.”

The athletes will be joined by
the world's smallest cowboy,
Whiplash (a five-pound
Capuchin monkey) who saddies
up on his “horse,” a Berder Col-
lie, and rounds up wild Barbado
sheep.

“The key is to get the dog te
aceept the monkey,” snid Gan-
der, *Whiplash is almost human.
Somotimes he gets mad and
throws dirt at the audience, or
ho waves at them.”

Ty Herndon will present a free
concert immediately after the
rodeo Saturday, Jan. 3, and per-
form his hits including “I Have
To Surrender”

Fana will see four pro teams
(consisting of nine athletes per
team) competing in bareback
riding, saddle bronce riding, bull

riding and barrel racing. There
is no calf roping or steer
wrestling

Each performance has a win-
ning team and individunl event
winners. The tap two scoring
contestants in each event will
return for a winner-take-all “let
‘or rip” championship round.
Cowboys nnd cowgirls will cam-
pete for $26,000-$30,000 in prize
money.

All the action ia captured on n
huge screen so fana can see
instant replays of the action.

*Rodeo is the original extreme
gport,” said Gander. “When it's
played back in slaw motion you
can see the pawer of the athletes
and nnimals. You can see their
muscles rip and when they turn
direction in mid-nir. We nim a
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Musician’s
gotta thing
for swing

“It dont mean a thing, if it uin't
got that swing.”

~ Duke Ellington
BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

Jon-Erik Kellso, 33, had pretty
much the same idea when he was
growing up in Allen Park.

The cornet/trumpet player admits
his interest in swing was “strange”
for o kid. L

“I started playing when I was 10
years old in school and was primari-
ly interested in the older style jnzz,”
Kellso snid by B
telephone from
his home in
New York City.
“My parents
had this collec-
tion of records
from the swing
era - Benny
Goodman,
Count DBasie,
Harry Jomes." LR T

But  Kellse JonErlk Kellso
wasn't alone in
his interest. Schoolmate Mike
Karoub, a cellist and bass player,
was also interested in the music of
the 1930s and '40s.

“We were pretty ambitious kids,”
Kellso said. “He's @ year older thoan
me. He put together a big band, and
here we were junior high kids play-
ing the swing classics.” .

Keliso and Karoub will be together
again, joined by pianist Jomes
Dapogny 5 p.m. Snturday, Jan. 3, at
the Birmingham Berders, 34300
Woodward Ave., to promote Kellso's
new CD of small combo swing
“Chapter 2: The Plot Thickens” on
the Arbors Jazz Inbel. On Sunday
the trio will be joined by bass player
Paul Keller ot 4 p.m. at Ann Arbor's
Schoolkids Records, 523 East Liber-

«

y.

Kellso and Karoub performed in
the International Youth Symphony
and as they grew up they began
playing in small combos, swing
bands and and dixieland groups
around Detrait. Karoub still lives in
metro Detroit,

Kellso played with some of the
best jazz players in Detroit and
moved from Hamtramck to New
York in 1989 when he got an oflvr to
play with Vince Giordano's
Nighthawks.

“1 had follen in love with New
York and thought in the back of my
mind to give it a shot. This way |
didn’t have to go there as a starving
artist,” he said. *I've been very
happy. It's an exciting place, a lot
going on with great musicians and
history.”

Kellso has been a popular sideman
with many groups and has played
with some of the biggest names in
the business (veteran jazz bassist
Miit IHinton played on his Kellso's
CD as a leader). He alsu finds him-
self in the middle of a swing revival,
especially among young musicians
and listeners,

“I personaldly like a lot of styles of
mugic, I'm not close-minded about
it,” he said. “The things 1 love about
this music are what I love abaut oth-
ers kinds of music. It hay a great
beat, it was ori <inally designed to he

Picuse see SWING, E2

Cowboy fun:
Barrel Rac-
ing is just
one of the
events you'll
see at the
New Dodge
World's
Toughest
Bulls &
Broncs
Champi-
onship

Rodeo.




