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A Dance in Deep Water!

shows insight into state

“Black Water” and “Icewater

. Mansions.™)

Much of her trouble atems
from the fact that her son,
Corey, who is entering adoles-
cence, seems to be turning into
one, a stranger and/or, two, his
long- gone, heartlean father.
Mitch isn't sure which in the
less-nppealing prospect. Ina
kind of semi-destructive attempt
to bond anew with the insular
boy, she decides on a short trip
together before the summer
ends. As the atory opens, the two
are traversing the wilds of
Michigan's Upper Peninsula in
Mitch's Joep Cherokee.

Somewhere between the Lake
of the Clouds and the Porcupine
Mountains, mother and son turn
off the woodsy rond and come to
o stop before a little curio shop
that resembles something out of
the Twilight Zone. Inside, an
aging artisan works at “a amall
totem.” He is alone except for the
strange cross-wolf at his feet,
nursing a brood of nquirming
cross-woll pups,

*I know you,” inuists the old
man, an he comes forward and
begins to take a closer look ot
Mitch. And, though she is cer-
tain she has never once seen
him, he will soon prove that he
not only knows who she is, but
where tand who! she eame from.
Eventually, he will unravel
something deeply dinturbing
about hier post, T

He doesn't know u\wr;lhm;,
bowever, and reveals only
enough to represent a kind of
Pandora™s box, ax yet unopened.

An it turns out, it will be up to
Mitch and Corey twith the help
of u few devoted palg) to delve
into what muy or may not be the
truth about their “awfully xhort
family tree.” We shall see that
this will involve some probing
beneath surfaces in more ways

than one, nx crack diver Mllch
explores Iong-denerted mine
shafts in the UP, vividly illus.
trating an extremely harrowing
way of conducting Lcnl-ulnwml
rescarch. (Her vesiliency in dive
ing tight spots gets to be down-
right cartoonish afte awhile.)

Above ground, sbhe and her
cohorts find themselves entan-
gled with n couple af extremuoly
down-and-dirty, chain wiclding
bikers and u militia group whe
call themwelves The Third Coust-
ers.

Significant others in the
adventure include Red, the hig-
boned, big-hearted Jesbinn bar-
keep who cun always be counted
on when thingr get rough for
Mitch. Not exactly a beauty 3§
Jack Palonce had a tough sister.
she'd probably look a Jot like
Red™ and certainly “not every-
one's cup of tea,” she's avverthe
tess one of the liveliest and maost
memorable characters in the
Mitchell series.

Series regular, Sherifl Charliv
Bauer ¢ “a lincbacker in hix enl-
lege days at Michigan Statois,
adds ta the action, but the teddy
benriah lawman inn't exaetly the
mast riveting character in the
world. Though it may be truo, ax
Mitch believes, that “nice puys
are ... u rarity,” that doc nee-
cssarily add o their interest”
characters in fiction, of cour:

_ Allyn‘s depiction of o militga
'rnup. though not cnmplimenta-
vy, does provide some food for

thought on how ordinary
textraordinary) citizens {
such organizations atteactive
and come to moke them an intes
gral part of their lives,

Vietori ia Diaz ix « Livonia frve
lance wr fzes i
book and theat
can reach her by voice mail ot
953-2045, then pross 1454,

Book spolights regional beers

qualitics of beer, the types of
beer from pilsner to stout and
the finer points of being a beer
cannoisseur tincluding o lexicon
of words you can use to describe
the taste of your beer other than
“Yeah, it's pretty good™. Indeed.
MacKinnon suggests that it's as
casy to be o beer snob ox it ix to
be a wine snoh.

After noundly criticizing the
mojor breweries for everything
fram the poor flaver of their
brews to their marketing and
distribution practices, MacKin-
non Inunches inte the heart of
the beok — a trip through five
states and two provinces {New
York, Michigan, Vermant, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Ontario, Quebec)
to sample the brews of several
micra-breweries and brew pubs,
He provides n five-star rating
system, from “A classie, hinting
at heaven™ to 172 star for “Awful.
Thoroughly noxious; should not
be ealled beer.”

Michigan beers featured
include the Traffic Jam's Motor
City Brewing Works with a 4-1/2
star rating for the Nut Brown
Ale and Duster’s Microbrewery
which gets four stars for ita
Imperial Oatmeal stout. Other
Michigan brewers listed are the
August Brewing Co., Big Buck
Brewing, Boyne River Brewing,

King Brewing and Traverse € |l,\‘
Brewing. Surprisingly, Bellls
Brewing out of Kalamazoo and
some of the recent brew pubs in
Ann Arbor are not listed.
MacKinnon stretehes tlie
Great Lakes to include Vermngt
and Quebee = be enn include
some beers he truly Joves includ-
ing several brews fram Unibrowe
Incorporated in Quebee which
has two fivesstar beers. MacKin-
seribes cach beer, and his
of the Blanche de
especinlly poetie, He
s the ingredientsof’
the beers. nleobol content and
atyle,

Some of MacKinnon's views on
beer might offend =ome people,
Though he makes a case for pro
moting responsibility ratler
than prohibition and argues tha
beer is a common, legal, family-
centered drink for the youny
ywhere but in North Ameri-
cn, he doesn't address the grow.
ing problem of exeens drinking
by teenagers, He is much too
Mlippant about a very real probh-
lem. But then, prohibitionistx
don't address the proablem very
realistieally or helpfully vither.

If you're thinking of taking o
trip and want to sumple xome
local brews, this is 0 good pluce
to get the bazien and compare
yuur palate with MacKinnon's,

Do these words sound familiar?
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Some examples: “Don’t presa
your luck, mister” (with visiona
of luck gotting ironed); “You

THINGS MY PARENTS SAID

et LR 41T L]

WFOR MY OWNLG“(.)‘(')D,'

know during the Depression we
were lucky to have food on the
table”; “Well, you've dono it thia
timu. haven't you?"; “Be careful,
you're skating on very thin icel™;

“You wore rafsed botter than
that!”; “Becauso they're good for
you, that's why!™ (white the
young man ponders a pinte of

broccoli and beetw): “Believe mu,
it's for your own goxl.”

The book cantaing 160 suyings,
pored down from an original list
of 400 considerations. And
you've probably heard or uned
cveryone of them at ene time or
another,

Though the author diates these
phrases to o simpler time (the
'K0x), they continue to have cur-
reney with purents. Though
rome parents might harken back
to the '60x with a phrase like, *In
my doy, young people rtood for
nomething.” The idea is still the
wame.

The book, published in Bloom-
field Hilla, is an amuaing
reminder of how we uxe lan-
gunge and how we paws lan-
guage, phrases and a common
ret of core values from one gen-
eration to-the next, almost sub-.
conciously.



