The Obscrver & Eccentric/THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 1898

(OF*)E3”<

Backstage producer confronts ice show c

A lot of Michi-
ganders are feel-
ing guilty about
this winter, Call
it the El Nino
cffect: you want
to enjoy the mild
temperatures
caused by the
infamous  jet
stream, but all
the property
damage in Cali-
fornin weighs on
T your conscicnce.
Gombined with season affected
dinorders, things could get pretty
bleak around here.

' Well, cold temperaturcs have
drrived, just in time to save us
from widespread depression,

Se—————
- BACKSTAGE
PASS

Windchills keep Michigun aane.
We're n weird state,

Tonight on Backstage Paxs on
Detroit Public Television, we're
covering our most conspicuous
celebration of winter, the annual

Plymouth International lIce

Sculpture Spectncular. Ply-

mouth's Iee Spectacular is the bl
oldest and largest ice carving

event in North America and

attracts carvers from oll across

the United Stntes, Canada,
Japan, Norway, Russia and
Switzerland.

While I stay warm inside,
Jimmy Rhoades wil) jro outdoors

with Allison Edwards, pust presi-

dent of the Ice Corving Club at
Henry Ford Community College.
Jimmy's guardedly optimistic

Warm-up at chili cookoff

" Forty cooks from seven differ-
ant states will be competing in
the fifth annual Winter Frecze
Regionul Chili CookofT and Salsa
Competition Saturday, Jan. 17.

+ The event in Allen Park at the

prepare their chili on the premis-

es, and light their stoves at noon.
Chili will be turned in for judg-
ing at 3 pam, ARer the judging,
which is expected to last until
4:30 or 5 p.m., prizes will be

VFW Hall, 16736 Ecorsc Rond,

offers entertainment, chili and

“Gourmet Jose™ Salsa samples.
Doors open 11 a.m. Cooks will

awnrded,

Food nnd beverages will be
available for purchase through-
out the day. Admission is $2.
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“AN EXCELLENT
- AND ABSORBING

SUPERNATURAL
THRILLER.”

‘Kenneth Turan,
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Detcctive John Hobbes
is searching for a ¢timinal
he's already metu.
already caught...
and alecady killed,
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Don't trust a soul.
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nbout the segment. “You don't
think of ico a8 o medium for art.
But you don't think of a newspa-
per a8 o medium oither, and
bang!, origami slaps you in the
face. Mainly, I need to remember
that Allison's going to have a
chainsaw. I just hope I don't
on some i

trigger that wets her off on a
rampage. Remind me not to say
*Rosebud.” Good thinking.

In a segment we're calling
“Anderson on Anderson,” Back-
stage host Gary Anderson will
talk with Backatage host Blair
Anderson nbout the Hilberry
Theatre production “Of Mice and
Men,” which Blair is directing.
Of course, we al} know Stein-
beek's novel to be an American
classic. I asked Gary how the
play stacks up, *It’s an important
piece in American theater histo-
ry, first of all because it is a good
rendering of the book, but also
beeause of the issues it address-
es: the average guy trying to
come together within the com-
munity and still meet his own
needs.”

“Lenny's retarded. His only
problem is that he con't control
himself. His brother, George, is
willing in part to sacrifice part of
himsell for Lenny's betterment.,
They share a desire to own land,
run it their own way, not have to
work for anybody and be able to
live on their own terms. It looks
at one point like they might
achieve their dream - they have
saved same money, they find o
partner — it seems within reach.
What leses it is Lenny's uncon-
trollability. The play is talking
about the hopelessncus of
dreams for the downtrodden.

“It was significant part of a
movement that opened the door
for writers like Tennessee
Williams, Arthur Miller and
August Wilson, for that type of
exploration of the human condi-
tion. Jts success made Broadway
willing to produce starkly realis-
tic plays. The New York Times
critic called is one of the best
dramas in American theater to
thot time.

“Steinbeck actually wrote the
seript and did o brilliant job,

“‘audience!”
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That's rare. There are very few
wrilers who can writer for more
than ene medium,” Why might
his novel have been more trans-
lutable than most? “Because
Steinbeck is focusing on humen
drama, this play can be drama-
tized because the droma is in the
people” )

W. Kim Heron will be in the
studio to host the honorable
Judge Myron Wahls, long
respected both in the courtroom
and the community, perhaps less
known as a terrific juzzmaon,
“Listen to Judge Wahls when he
hits his stride - or rather his
groove — and then you know why
Lione! Hampton, who certainly
has his pick of company, pulled
Wahlx onto the road for a tour in
'88. The judge is one swinging,
blues-drenched player in the
style of Gene Harris, whose
‘Gene's Blues' he digs with rel-

inh.”
The Judge ensemble, the Mike

hainsaw

a1ve

Wahls Trio - with drummer
George Davidson and bassist |

Marion Huyden - hoas just® "
released its first CD, “You Be thel
Judge.” The disc features «pocia‘;:
andZ;

guests Marcus Belgrave
Ursula Walker, und ax Kim
found out, it’s more than just a
record. “The CD is o gift for the,
Henry Ford Health System's ean-.
cer rescarch efforts, o mark of3;.
Judge Wahls' gratitude to the?
Henry Ford doctors who have;
guided his five-yeor fight with=
multiple myeloma. All proceedss”
from the record go to the fight's
agninst cancer.” What a speciala .
man. M
We'l) also get a live perfor2
mance in the Detroit Public Tele-~
vision studie from Flint's pre- -
mier practitioner of powerhouse
eleetric blues, Larry McCray.
That's all on Backstage Pasw o6
Detroit Public Television, tonight
at midnight, repeated Friday at”
7:30 p.m.
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