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Sometime over the weekend,
.about a dozen people — facing
time in the Oakland County jail
— finished o job they storted
Inst fall: painting the interior of
the 50th District Court in Ponti-

‘ac.

. “They've still got some touch-
ling up to do,” said George J.
Miller, monager of community
_corrections. “But they inted
the court rooms, the hallways,
-the whole works.”

Painting the court house is

‘part of WAM (Weekend Alterna-
‘tive for Misdemeanants), a pro-
gram designed to keep nonvio-
lent offenders out of jail,
. Besides being scarce, jail space
is expensive — running nearly
‘$80 per doy. WAM inmates pay
'$10 per day to stay out of jail
and do community work.

Since August when WAM was
initinted, nonviolent offenders
have cleancd parks in Southficld
and Addison Township, washed
‘and waxed vehicles belonging to
the Road C for Oak-

County officials seek funds
lternative jail sentence

scems antisfiod with tho pro-
gram.”

The program ie 8o successful
Miller expects n cordial reception
Friday when he — along with
county commissioner Frank H.
Millard, R-Clarkston, and man-
agement and budgot director
Robert. J. Daddow — go to Lans-
ing seeking more state money.

Miller, Millord and Daddow —

atso members of the Oakland
County Joil Tesk Force — are
scheduled to talk with state com-
munity corrections officinls
about getting $32,000 more for
WAM.
“We're afso fooking for other
funds that might be available to
help us find alternatives to
putting people in jail,” said Mil-
lard, chair of the joil task force.

The population at the Oakland
County jnil has been ot or near
copacity levels for some time,
and the jail task force hopes to
climinate — or at least delay —
the need to build new facilities.

WAM and other that

Grant aids
prevention
of abuse

Oakland County is expect-
ed to reccive $331,170 from
the state for secondary child
abuse and neglect preven-
tion programs up through
age 3.

Secondary prevention is
offered to o group of familics
or individuals not on the
active Children's Protective
Services caselond of the
Family Independence Agen-
cy, but in need of services to
keep the family together.

The money is designed to
fouter positive parcnting
skills, improve parent-child
interaction, promote access
to nceded community ser-
vices, increase local capacity
to serve familics at risk,
imp school di or
support healthy fomily envi-
ronments that discourage
alcohol, tobncco or other
drug use.

‘The grant was among $2
million awarded statewide,
and in addition to $7 million
previously ollocated for pro-
grams targeting children
and familics who have been

Drury, who is alse on the jail
task force, said he supports
WAM and other community cor-
rections alternatives. “I'm proba-
bly the biggest user of WAM,” he
said, “I probably put more
inmates on WAM than any other
judge around.”

Drury admits to putting his
share of inmates in jail, “The
public expects it,” he said, “and
in many cases, jail time is appro-
priate.

*I believe drunk driving is a
violent crime,” Drury said, "o
I'm not hesitant to send people
who drive drunk to jail. But
there are still a lot of cases in
which a program like WAM
works for everybody involved,”

Cases involving drivers with
suspended licenses are a case in
point, “If somebody's license haos
been suspended because he or
she is a bad driver,” said Drury,
“jnil time might be appropriate.

“But if his or her license hay
been ded because they

ennble nonviolent offenders to
pay their debt to socicty without
i joil space is a

tand County and painted the
-Pontine District Court as well as
-the storage area for the city of
Lake Angelus.

. “They do things that otherwise
‘wouldn't get done because the
“stnff and money isn't available,”
soid Miller. “So far, everybody

crucial focus of the task force,
said Millard.

“[ lack ot WAM as a modern
day chain gong,” said Judge C.
Drury of the 52nd District Court
in Troy. “It's a chain gang with-
out the chains.”
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subjects of unsubstantiated
Children's Protective Ser-
vices complaints, low-risk
substantinted cascs and
familics in need of other ser-
vices statewide.

didn’t pay parking tickets,
maybe a program like WAM is
the best alternative,” said Drury.
*“Maybe everybody wins if they
clenn parka instead of spending
time in jail.”

Appointments are madé;

to county parks group

‘Three appointments héive been
made to the 10; ber Oakland

has been o parks commissiofi
ber since 1981 ond served

County Porks and Recreation
Commission, including Frank
Millard Jr, and David Van-
derVeen, both of Clarkston, and
Charles Palmer of Clawson.

Reappointed to a three-year
term was Richard D. Kuhn Jr. of
Waterford, who has served on
the parks commission since
1987. All of the appointments
were made by the Oakland
County Bonrd of Commissioners

County commissioner Millard
fitls the remaining yecar of a 3-
year term held by county com-
missioner Larry Pernick who
dicd suddenly in 1897,

VanderVeen repreeents the
regiona! planning commission,
and county commissioner
Palmer replaces commissioner
Kay Schmid of Novi and will
serve for three years.

Pecky D. Lewis Jr. of Bloom-
ficld Hills was re-elected to
gixth term as chair of the parks
nnd recreation commission. He

eight years ag secretary. .

County commissicner Eut:}
Johneon of Holly was re-el 1
for a fourth term, and Kuhp
begina his aixth term as sccrey

tary. N

Other members  include
Bloomfield Township Supervisor,
Fred Korzon, Oakland County
Drain Commissioner George
Kuhn of West Bloomfield, Nancy
McConnel! of Bloomfield Hillg,
and Richard Skarritt of Milford. !

The Onkland County Parks
and Recreation Commission,
oversees the operation of the
6,000-acre, ll-park system.
Facilitics and activitics range
from two water parks, four golf
courses, a refrigerated toboggan
run, and dome covered driving,
range to camping, boating, ten-
nis, naturc programs and pic-
nicking.

For mare information, call
(248) 858-0908, or toll-free 1.
800-OCPARKS, .
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Now you can decrease your dependency
on glasses or contacts at a great low price!
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Surgery Affordable

GREENSTONES

CEATORS Of FINE JEWILRY SINCE 1925
528 N. Old Woodward, Birmingham, Ml
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Refinance Your Home Loan

® Fixed-Rate
W Up to B5% of our appraisal value of your home

No Closing Costs, Points, Appraisal.
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Ask Us.
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a Penny

Mortgage Insurance
idden costs—period!

OF MICHIGAN
We Can Do .5+

=

bitan Detroit, Ostego, Kalamszoo,

gTravel T

Contract Rate and Annual Perceniage Rates (APR) based 04 a $40,0C0 loan with intarost and

4 Biks. North of Maple
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Where knowledge has real value.

- Wain Office: Southfield » 248-352:2806. -

Branch Offices: Livonia » Dearborn

prncipal paymonts of $464.23 ($0-year 10an) of $362.34 (15-yoar koan). Property lnsurance
foquired Subrect (o cur $12ndards, which are avarlable on tequest, and ous prop-
orty Bpp(AISAL. tabla o0y 0d, $ingh y 10
85% of the vaue, and 0 10an of $40,000 or More. Inquxe tor APRY on Jons under 240,000
Pre payment panalty on loans paxt pror 10 schoduled maturity. Tenms subject to change
wathout natice. APR Bocurate as ol January 2, 1998




