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chf Haas trio with Marvin
Kahn presents an evcnmg of jazz
classics and original music 7:30-
9:30 p.m. at Borders Books &
Music in Birmingham, 34300
Woodward, (248) 203-0005.

Hilary Hernandez and Daniclle
Paccione are featured in

“Alice’s Adventures in Wonder-
land,” a Pontiac Theatre IV pre-
gentation, 7:30 p.m. at Pontiac
Narg’lcm High School, (248) 681-
621

Lisa Bucchi, Melissa Lardo and
Jerod Fish in The Rising Stars
production of “The Crucible,”
noon at Andover High School in
- Bloomfield Hills, (248} 433-0888.

Hot Tix: -See Big Bird and

hiz pals in Sesame Street

Live’s “1-2-8. . . Imaginel”

through Sunday, Feb. 1 at

the Fox Theatre, 2211 Wood-

,ward Ave., Detroit, Call -

.:(248) 438-1616 ta charge . .
. tickels' or (313) 988~6‘611 ﬁJr E
- more mfarmntmm .
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Prolific: Elmore “Dutch” _
Leonard is the author of
34 novels, many of which
have been made into
films. His latest, “Cuba
Libre,” an historical |
novel, arrives in book-
stores this week.

Elmore Leon‘;fai‘d
‘as memorable as
his characters

DY FRANK PROVENZARO ¢« STAFF WRITER

liko Ed McBain have had
logions of readers. As a
teenager, filmmaker
Quentin Tyrantino got
caught stoaling. a
copy of Leonnrd's
“The Switch.” An
incident that
Leonard clearly
covets as a high form of

t'a a cold, rainy afternoon, and the familiar
bearded man with a scholar’s inquisitive
expression sits bohind an IBM electric type-
writor. He could be off writing anywhere in
the ‘world, from the sunny aouth of France to
the sultry South Pacific.

But he's content ‘suffering amid the drizzle, brisk
winds and sub-freczing chill of another ornery Michi-
gan January. Why?

“All my atuff is here,” said Elmore *Dutch” Leonard

of Bloomﬁold Village, whose dondp ¥ fiattery. (T ino haa pur-
resombles his laconic prose. chased the film rights to four of
Ironically, it scoms like Dutch is overywhere. Leonard’s novels.)

While crime fiction has been around since the
days of Dostoevsky and Dickens, Leonard's genius for
distilling dialogue and drawing vivid portraita of

Detroit. Miami. LA. And now, with his latest book,
“Cuba Libre,” he's marching up and around San Juan
Hill at the turn of the 20th century, on the ove of the *
Spanish American War.

For years, Leonard and writers of the crime gonro
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Contampomry comedy: John Travolta stars as Ciulz Palmer, a Miami loan shark who
gges gw Los Ange!es to collect on @ gambling debt and winds up in the movie business in
“Get Shorty.”
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Halley’s Comet
inspires actor

BY HUGH GALLAGIER

STAFP WRAITER

In 1986, Halley's Comet made anoth-
er sweep near Earth, as it does every
786 years,

* Actor John Amos had gone out to
take a look when he happened upon an
clderly gentlemaon and his multi-gener-
ation family staring into the sky. That
imnge wns an inspiration.

“I began to imagine what it was like
to live when he did and that he saw the
comet as a child, T had a beginning and
an end and decided I'd go and seo if [
could writo a middle,” Amos said.

The result is “Halley’s Comet,” a onc-
man performance in which Amos plays
an elderly man looking back over his
life and this century in a conversation
with tho comet. The play comes to the
Music Hall Center for the Performing
Arts in Detroit Jan, 28 to Feb. 1.

“It has been a rewarding expe-
rience, the way it hag been
received here and abrond. There
secma to be a commeon chord, peo-
ple like to hear about olden duys
and about the values of those days,”-

Amos said, in telephone interview
from upstate New York, where he had
arrived after being defayed scveral
hours in Virginia by the heavy snowfall
lant week.

Amos, best known for his Emmy-
nominated performance as the adult
Kunte Kinte in “Roots” and as the
strong father in the situation comedy
“Good Times,” has put his own concerns
‘about declining values in his perfor-
mance as the nameless 87-year-old
man.

“He has a dialogue with the comet,”
Amos aaid, slipping into the old man's
voice, “ ‘Comet, we used to have some-
thing called an extended family and
you had a right to chatise a child ... you"
put a hand on a child today and you're
in trouble with the police and the FBL'
Hc's confused about what happened to
those old values and why they're not
applicd todny.”

Amos said he has combined humor
and drama. The play begins as the old
man i on his front porch, running late
far his sppointment with the comet ho
1nst saw when he was an 11-year-ald
boy. He's been married three times and
buried two wivea. He's alao buried
three sons in war and a daughter in
the civil rights struggles of the ‘60s.

Amos started with a onc-act play in
1989 and then expanded to the present
two-nct, two-hour presentation. He has
performed the play throughout the
United States and around the world.
He is currently on n tour through the
beginning of April.
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John Amos: Actor and play-
wright

Students present dramas that passed the test of time

Modom
drama: Kelly
Komlen of
Livonia
poses for the
last portrait

" one of three
Bertolt
v Brecht one ,
dct playﬂ
showing in 'K
Wayne State
Umvcrazty s
. Studio
“Theatre.
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ln intimnte studio theaters, stu-
dents at Oakland and Wayne State
Universitica are presenting plays by
20th contury storytellers whose
works ghare a senac of placoe and
humanity.
Opening tonight is Ookland Uni-
versity’s telling of Thornton Wilders
*Our Town,” and at Wayne State,
threo one-nct plays by Bortolt
Brocht - “The Jewish Wife,” “The
Informer,” and "The Elophant Calf™
Wilder's "Our Town"” {s Grover's
Cornors, New Hampshire, in the
vourly 1800s.
* Brecht wrote nbout Nazi Germony
during the 1830s while Adolph
Hitler was developing his “Final
Solution.”
- *Wo're trying to help our students
bocoma botter, storytollers,”
Karen Sheridan, nasociate professor versity’s Studio Theatre.

of theater, who is directing “Our
Town" nt Oakland University. *I think

On Stage

©Oakiand University Department of Muslc,
Thoatrs and Dance
0um TowN" by Thornton Witder

more and more this age of computers,
e-mnil, and phones stands in the way

Thursday, Jen, 22, thvough Sunday, Feb, 1
Studlo Thentre, Varner Hall, Oakland Universty, Rochoster

of that ¢ t s0n

tion. \Ve need to ﬁnd a balance, or we
could lose our souls. It's important to
stay in touch with words and how
they sound and not just how they look
on screen.”

Oakland University

Wilder said = ‘Our Town' (which
opened at the McCarter Theatre in
Princeton, N.J. on Jan. 22, 1938) was
an attempt to find value beyond all
price for the amalleat cventa of our
daily life.”

“I think it's a beautiful story,” said
Sheridan. The play is part of the uni-
veraity’s Festival of Arts saluting the
20th contury, which continues

Drama: George Gibbs
(Matthew Hammond) is smit-
ten with Emily Webb (Keri
Dennis) in the Pulitzer Prize
winning play “Our Town,” to

said bepmaented at Oakland Uni-

© 8 p.m. Thureday-Seturday, Jan, 22.24

* 2p.m. Sundey, Jan, 35

«8pnm rnmsmmw. Jan, 3038

+ 2 p.m. Sunddy, F

* Student mlllnnﬂ m ‘a.m. Tesdey-Wednosdoy, Jon. 27:28
Tickeia: $10 genarsl sdmission, $8 senior citizens, $3 3tu-
Gonts, call {248} 3703013, Tickets aiso avaliabla ona hour
betore performance lime ot the Studio Thaatre Doz Office.

“THE JtwnH WirE® o

Thursday, Jan, 22, throdgh Sunday, Feb. 1, cownstaits of 1he
Hitooery Theatre (cormer of Cass 6nd Hancock), Detrolt
Poctormances:

+ B p.m. Thunsdey. Saturday, Jan. 2224 sad fan. 2931
*2p.m. Suncay, Jan. 23 and Feb, £,

Tickets: $7 geoeral sdmissicn; $5 senior tRizens and WU
ratt, Alunnl A4sociation memders, ano studenta, Call {313)
5772972,

Wayme State University Studlo Theatre
ST LFORMMEA" © “THE ELIPRANT CALF”
Thoen oneact plays by Bortolt Drectt
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