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Strays ronpucas
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Gary, who ia anﬁingwn’s pub-

. lic safaty director. Mombers of
. tho department have been bring-

ing in strays for more than-20

. years, sho said,

" *She was here for about two
weoks and I juat decided to take
him home,” Diana Goss said.

Not every animal found by en

+ alficer stays at the animal hospi-

tal for long. According to Black,
Farmington Officer Chip Hen-
neasy foll in love with Boats, a

' beaglo mix he discovered “shiv-
- ering under a treo” during the

holidays. Hennossy adopted
Boots himself. .

“He (Hennessy) brought her in
and visited her several times,”
said Black, who continued tho
house-the-strays tradition estab-
lished by previous owners of the
clinic, located at 30470 Grand
River. “He said if no one wanted
her he'd take her in”

Because space for atroys was o
problem during the holiday sca-
son, Buster spends most of his
time ot the home of. thu :Im\cn

Buster wnll stick utound indefi-
nitely.
“We'll just keep trymg with
him,” King snid.

Flanders area

The neighborhood around
Flandors Elemantary School is
another hot spot for strays. One
of the doge found there, Gina,
was eventunlly placed into a fos-
ter home. But, snid Black, that
family is still trying to find o
pormanent home for her. A
Polaroid of Gina is affixed to the
lobby bulletin bourd, nlong with
natices from nnxious pet owners
trying to find their beloved ani-
mal friends.

“We have a few repeat cus-
tomers that tho officers know by
name,” joked Black. “They (the
animals) got out seversl times o
year.” .

Black wants such people to
find thoir pets, or for animal
lovers to come in and adopt one,
That is why he requested that
the Farmington Observer begin

veterinary tect

King. But sometimes the dog is
back in the office, terrorizing
Chester and Fred, Efforts are
continuing to find the right fami-
ly to adopt him, but if those
attempts are not succesaful,

Tunning pt and infor-
mation about the strays that are
brought in.

Adoplmg a stray from Black
runs $20 “to cover costs of vac-
cines™ as well as a $26 deposit
for spaying or neutering — unless

the animal is
already “fixed.”

o far, at
least  since
Black took aver
the animal hos-
pital, the
offerts have
been success-
ful. Only threo
strays have
had to be euth-
anized during
that span. And
all of those had

temperamental
personalities.

Before an
animal is made
available for
adoptian, he or
she is thor-
oughly evaluated and checked
over medically. That’s to ensure
a family docs not adopt scrious
behavioral problems along with
the dog or cat.

“Once we determine the ani-
mal is henlthy and can be adopt-
ed,” Black snid, “we put tho cats
in a cat coge out in the lobhy.
The dogs stay in the back.”

King snid she loves the strays.
“The kennel girla and myself get
attached to them.” But she
wished stroys weren't so com-

home for him.
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Tlest time: Buster always responds to his
snacks. Staffers at A.G. Black Veterinary
are still looking for his owners or a good

mon. It all comes down to edu-
cating people about the necd to
aspay and ncuter their pets, to
keep the animal population
down, as well as “responsible pet
awnership,” King explained.

“Then we wouldn't have this
problem;” she said. “We've been
through this so many times that
it's depressing.”

Editor's note: The Farmington
Observer will regularly publish
photos and dctails on strays at
A.G. Black Veterinary Hospital,
Contact the vet at 478-5400.

CoOMpUware som peg4:

Hobbs said. “This {8 a $6 billion
dollar a yoor company and I
have been porsonnlly been out

“with the staff to tho eite and I've

seen the steps tho company has
taken to be a good neighbor.

*1 think it ia timo for us to get
off the dime and work with this
company.”

Compuware officinls told the
city manager that the expericnce

. sends o message on whother

they're welcomed in Farmington
Hills or “are they going te be nit-
picked to death,” Hobbs said,

Other foctors may weigh in
the city's favor.

At least 10-16 percent of Com-
puware employces live in Farm-
ington Hills and 50 percent live
within a 10-mile radius.

“We like it here,” Knobblock
said.

However, whether that is
enough to keep the computer
sgftware giant remains to be
scen. The company needs space
~ at lenst 800,000 to 1 million
square feet.

Compuware provides day care,
fitncas center and cnfelcnu for

8 ‘It's a

o full-court

M press.’

. Aldo
Vagnozzt
—M’uynr

Company and Farmington
Hills officials met Fridoy to di
cuss plans, Economic Devolop:,

ment Corporation chairman

John Anhut and the city’s cco-
nomic development projects
coordinator, Teri Arbenowske,
are also working with the bur-
geoning corporation to find
suitablo site.

“I’s a full court press,” said
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi, who made
o pitch to Compuware officinls
during Fridoy's meeting.

Compuware is alrendy renting
space across from its Northwest-
ern Highwny facility to handle
immedinte growth.

its employ and is ing
a campus-like setting to accom-
modate those needs as well o8
for futurc cxpansion. The com-
pany ia also reportedly looking
to sequire two firms.,
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Published reports suggest the

cdompany is being wooed to n

downtown Detroit site, Com-
puwnre Chairman Peter Kar:

manos met with Mayor Dennis, *

At::her in December, reporty’ |

snid, )
City officials don’t believe

Compuware officiala arce fshmg
for o tax abatement, though,

“From the statement Mr. Kar:
manos made ... I don't believe
they are looking for that,” Hobbs
said.
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AVOIDABLE ULCERS
AND THE LAW

This coming year it is estimated chac
aver two (2) million people will suffer
pressure alcers of bed sores (eypically of
the heelsy in American hospitals and
nussing homes. The vast majority of
pressure ulcers are preventable it
doctors and nussing staff propesly
idencify those patients at risk fur
development of the ulcers and then
take propet precautions o avoid them.

A paticat’s sensary perception,
activity level, mobility and nuttition
status are some of the important faccors
that should be assessed on a “Braden
Scale™ for prediceing pressure sore risk,
Patients who sustain pressure ulcers
can be helped 1o achieve fully healed,
intace skin with proper diagaosis and
prompe optimal wound care.

The law requises hospitals and
nussing homes to take reasonable care
to 17y and moid the development of
pressare ulteers in theie patients. The
law further rquizes tlut pressure ulcers
be propeely terated when they oceur. A
failure 1o do s is negligence for which
an injury claim tan be filed,

If you Juve a relative ve clse friend
wha lus developed a pressure uleer, you
may wish to consult with the LAW
OFFICES OF STUART M.
FELDHEIM ar 30300 Northwestetn
Hwy., Suite LOK, Farmington Hills,
M1 48334, For a free consultation cal),
tolt free 1.888-505-1XX) or 214H4-9325]
3505, There is o foe if we don't wift]
pour case.

HINT: The ounsing sall follons @
Suctor’s onks bt narses are suppoed
toenake the e tor aware of any )
change in & patient’s auxluion
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