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Freedom fighter

iburnalist inducted into Michigan Journalism

Hall of Fame for his efforts toward a free press

' KEN ABRAMCZYR
STAFY WRITER
E’l‘im Richard believes one of
his moro significant-nowspaper
- sforics wos ono that was never
ppblished, .
+In 1966, Richard, who was a
reporter with tho Kalamazoo
Gazette, was excluded from
secret meetings of the board of
Western Michigan University.
“One day I asked for minutes
of past meetings and the board
secretary accidentally gave me
the minutes of the secret meet:
ings, during what they had made
policy decisions,” Richard said.
*I wrote the story and the cdi-
tor spiked it.”
Richard said he never received
a full explanation about why the
story was killed, but believed the
editor could not fathom the WMU
board daing anything wrong.
“*'got a fire in my belly about
thi issue of open government.”
That issue started Richard on
aJong newspaper career which
now finds him as news servico
regionnl editor for Hometown
Communications Network, Inc.,

the. parent company of the .

Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, In his current role, Richard
covors state, regional and com-
munity college issues.

He advoented and worked
toward the eventunl passnge in
71976 of the Open Mectings Act and
the Freedom of Information Act.

For his longtime i

sures — will stand 1a a model for
Michigan journalists (or years to
come.” Richard will be inducted
April 18 at the Kellogg Center at
Michigan State University.

The nomination letters roflect
some of the professional respect that
exudes from his peers and bosses.

Phil Power, owner of Hometown
Communications Netwark, Inc.,
wrote in his nomination letter
that Richard is the “single most
competent” political and govern-

shine Jawa has in somo way,
come to us through Tim Richard.”

. An early start

Richard grow up on Detroit's
west sido and attended Redford
High School. Ho attributes excel-
lent high school journalism
teachers with gotting him start-
cd Bs a reporter.

After he graduated in 1953,
Richard attended the University
of Michigan where he received a
bachclor’a de; in ics in

mental reporter in

“Tim's journalistic output is
truly prodigious,” Powar said.
“He regularly writers core sto-
ries on significant events with
localization possibilities scat-
tered throughout.”

Power also cited Richard for
ginglechandedly roporting policy
issucs associated with tho State
Board of Education and with its
attempt fundamentally to
change the nature of Michigan
publi¢ schools.

“Hd is particularly the greatest

le I know of n disciplined
seriopis and perceptive reporter
relat{ng statewide events to the
needs of individual readers in
theirn hometown fgmmunilics."

Bill Ballenger, editor of Inside
Micligan Pelitics, once called
Richard “perhaps the Capitol's
most  sevious, scholarly
reporter...”

Another Richard nominator, Lee
Ann Johnson, cited Richard’s

to the public's right-to-know,
Richard, 62, was clected to the
Michigan Journalism Hall of
Fame on Jan. 17.

Stan Soffin, chair of the Michi-
gan Journaliam Hall 6f Fame
Committee, said the committee
was impreased by Richard's
“courageous leadership on behalf
ofa freo press.”

‘. “Richard’s} to the

effgrts in ding the Michi-
gan Freedom of Information Com-
mittee, and efforta in chwnpioning
priboners’ righta in the press.
Marsha Stopa, president of the
Motro Detroit Chapter of the
Society of Professional Journal-
ists, wrote: “The Michigan Free-
dam of Information (Act) is alive
and well todny because of Tim
Richard’s determination to never
let legislation get swept under

FOIA and Open Mectings Act —
and (his) tireless work behind
the sconcs to protect these mea-

tho rug or hidden in obscure lan-
guoge. Most of what we in the
media know about FOI and sun-
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1957 and a master's degree in
business administration in 1859.

He spent seven years at the
St. Josoph Hernld-Pross and
Kalamazoo Gazette. Richard
joined the Observer & Eccentric
in 1987, working ns Oakland cdi-
tor and editorial page editor.

Big stories

Richard’s carcer has taken
many intercating turns and
twists, judging from some of his
favorite storics

In 1961, Richard won u.ﬁraf

H ‘(Richard’s) commit-
ment to the FOIA and
Open Meetings Act —
and (his) tireless work
behind the scenes to
protect these measures
— wlli stand as a model
for Michigan journalists
for yoars to come.’

— Stan Soffin, chair of the
Michigan Journalism Hall of

Fame Commiittee

laws were based on 21, and that
age of maturity, because that's
when a man was strong enough
to wear and bear armor.”
But Richard will be remem-
bered for his work on FOI and
Meetings acts, work he did

prize in the M
Press contest for a feature serics
on St. Joseph (public} Junior
High School and how it matched
the stondards sét in James
Bryant Conant's post-Sputnik
book “The Junior High Today.”
The unpublished WMU expose
in 1966 led directly to his advoca-

Open
for the public good and the pub-
lic's right to know. He enjoys help-
ing out citizens with FOI requests
and giving seminars on the same.
“You have a right to know
what the government wants to
do to you before it does it to you.
You have a right to knuw the
d 8 before the final

cy of the Open M Act, and
activity in the Society of Profes-
sionnl Journalists and Michigan
FOI Committee Inc. to defend
the “sunshine” lows and teach
people how to use them through
seminars and newsletters.

In 1971, Richard wrote about
the “age of majority” in the old
Observer and sold the iden to
Gov. William Milliken, which
resulted in the state laws lower-
ing legal ages from 21 to 18,

“I had done a study of the
maturity of people, and found
people were moturing three, four
and five years earlier thon a cen-
tury ngo,” Richard said. “Our

product comes out, who's really
on your side or who's voting yes
at the last minute.

“You have a right to your own
input of government. You have o
right to know who else has input
to the government.”

Richard has won his share of
awards for his work, receiving
Suburban Press Foundation's
national prizes for feature story
and editorial, Richnrd received six
awards from the Michigan Associ-
ated Press Editorial Association.

Last year he won first prize for
o column from the Michigan
Press Association.
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workers. Joln us on Jan. 29.
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While the governor sits in the warmth of the Ci
perlty and good fortune for all, the peop!
Michigan taxpayers, the workers, will be outslde giving thelr State of the Stale message.

6:00 p.m.

State Capitol Building, Lansing, Michigan

apitol Building painting a picture of false pros-
o who know what is really being done to

Let 1998 be the year that working people take control of thelr lives and demand 1uslipe and
fair treatment for all Michigan citizens. Be a part of the beginning of a new era for Michigan

by UAW Local 6000 snd 1ts Jobs with Justice Commates,
For more information, contact Sob Apter at 313-334-5002 or call UAW
Locat 6000 ai 1-800-243-1985.
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Thursday, January 29, 1998

Michael Eric Dyson, an author
and scholar hailed aa “the ideal
intellectual for our time,” will
explore how race affects Ameri-
can sociol and cultural lifeina 3
p.m. lecture on Thursday at
Oakland University.

‘The lecture, “Between God and
Gangsta Rap,” is part of OU's

African-American Celebration

Month, when the campus com-
munity explores tho richness of
other cultures with educational
and social activities.

Dyson’s commitment to urban
youth and passion for popular
culturs has ingpired him to toke
black studies to the strects. His
lectures draw from sources rang-
ing from Foucault to James
Brown, from Heidegger to Tupac
Shakur. Schalarly eritics say he
is “one of the moat important
vaices of his generation.”

This ordained Baptist miniater
explores race with the voice of
preacher and the heart of o
young man from the ghetto. “1
am an oppositionnl African-
American cultural eritic,” he

aaid. “Such criticism rovels in
black culture'a virtues, takes
place in its achievements,
laments its failed opportunities
and interrogates its weaknesses.”

Dyson has contributed to such
publications as The New York

Times, Vibo, Emergo, Tho Nation_

and Rolling Stone. His books,
including “Reflocting Black:
African-American Cultural Criti-
cism;” “Making Malcolm: The
Myth and Mcaning of Malcolm
X,” “Between God and Gangsta
Rap,” and the best-sclling “Race
Rules,” have carned critical
acclaim. His cagerly uwaited next
titte, “What Have Wo Come To?
Bridging the Generation Gap.”

Dyson's lecture will be in Vam-
er Recital Hall, Tickets are avail-
able ot the Center for Student
Activitics servico window next to
49 Oakland Center. Ticket prices
arc $4 for Oakland Univeraity
students; $7 for OU employees
and alumni gssociation members
and $10 for the public. Tickets
purchased by Jan. 28 will be dis-
counted $2 each.

Orders for tree seedlings taken

Ordera for tree seedlings are
being taken by the Qakland Con-
servation District, according to
Robert Long, district chair, Thir-
teen varieties of conifers will be
available this yeor, along with
black and Carpathian walnut,
Hybrid Poplar, Littleleaf Linden,
Red Oak, Red Maple, Red Bud,
Red Osier Dogwood, Honeysuck-
le and Autumn Olive.

Four packets of trees for vari-
ous purposcs atso will be sald —

bird packet, nut tree packot,
hardwood packet, and a fast-
growing shade tree packet.

Order blanks may be obtained
from the diatrict office, 2891
Dixie Highway, Waterford
48328. Phone the office ot (248)
6173-4496 for more information.

The trecs will be available in
April, and those who purchase
trees will be notified of the timo
and place to pick them up.
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