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feol sorry for thom.
*It's important thoy lnnrn
pathy for those
Gennch lmd “Thoy don't mnlly
d how t.hmr lifesty
are different.”

Xho program helpod studonts
roalize just how much thoy can
take their arms and legs for
granted.

Physical therapist Linda Seley
and her son Tom (a University of
Michigan student) worked with
students at the “Got on the Ball”
station. Students first wrote
their names and did-math prob-
loms scated on the mat, and
later tricd to do tha sanib tasks
while bulnncmg on top of a ginnt
rubber ball.

Flsowhere in the gym, stu-
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dents experiehced o variety of
awareness-building examples:

At tho “Talk is Not a Four Let-
tor Word” station, speech thera-
pist Lynda Ritchio worked with
7-year-old Meme Resnick. Momo
tapped her toe on a pedal con-
nected to a device that enabled
her to say a simploe sentence.

“I think it's neat that you can
taik with this,” anid Memo,
adding sho wouldn't want to

have to talk that way all lhn‘

time, however.

Ritchie noted that studonts
such as Meme can learn that it
is 8 major inconvenienca and
hardship for those with speech
impnirments to communicate.

“It takes two geconds to any
“Hi,™ Ritchie said. “It might take
20 scconds™ for someons who is

handicapped.
The most T

and worda jumbled, tho way
wnth dyale:uu wuuld

from general

Ritchie said, is that t.ho “Chang-
ing Places”. activities nre fun,
“But then I say to thom, 'Look
how long it took to communicate
a simplo phrase.” Moybo now,
when they see someono with the
device, they can go up and
understand what it's like.”

At tho “Sensation Station,”
occupational therapists Sue
Ingrao and Jo Johnston dis-
played o myrind of waya physi-
cally challenged youngstors
gather informatien from tho
senses, including vision, touch
and smell,

A passage from “Cat in the
Hat" is shown with tho lotters

read it, Ji

Students also had to work puz-
zles without looking at what
thoy wero sctunlly doing, instead
relying on thofr sonse of touch.

Fifth grador Kaitlin Custer,
10, with a tongue dopressor in
hor mouth, moved checkers
around a compuwnzud checker
board at another station, “A Spe-
cial Way of Learning in the
Classroom.”

Also at that station, lO-ycur-
old Brad Lovick used a head
pointer to writo on a computer.
“It was hard,” Brod said. *You
might want to do an ‘n’ but your
head might move and cause you
to hit the ‘€™

Anothor concern is a possible
situation where somo adjoining
lota would bo “landlocked.” The
only way to access tho vacant
lots would be “to build a road
through tho wotlands,” Vallely
snid.

The Highmeadow Homeown-
ers Association fought the origi-

nal proposed 40-unit develop- :

ment, which was spread over 2
lnrgor area of the 12 acres south
of 13 Mile, near Delmlt Baptist
Manor.

Phoenix Land Dcvulcpmcnt
and the neighborhood nssocio-
tion have been locked in a two-
year battle.

Residenta wanted the site
rozoned from RA-2 to a more
restrictive RA-1; the doveloper
was seeking multifamily zoning.

At an October specinf meeting,
developer Steven Schafer pro-

"“When you have a station that
is not ataffed at night, you'ro
atill talking about voluntoers
who have to wake up, got
dressed, drive to tho station and
gear up. Now we havo a station
where that responsc’is out the
door.”

Hills Five Chief Rich Marinuc-
ci believes Station No. 6 adds
another element,

“Also 1 think it creates a
healthy competition with the
otitsido stationa: They don't want
to bo bent by the central,” Marin-
ugei said. “Thoy want to get

thero and set up first.”

Overall runs increased from
5,417 in 1996 to 5,479 - or 1 per-
cent last year. More than half of
those are EMS calla,

Historically, that number of
runs tond to increasc as the
advanee life support ia offered,
Marinucei said. Ho'’s not sure
why, but the department is pre-
pared as firefighters become cer-
tified in advanco of offering full
ALS service in spring.

“We've planned for a gradual
transition in the service ... Weo
feel we have adequate staffing
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under the plan,” he snid.
Structure fires were down
22 percent from 92 to 75 in
1997. Vohicle blrzes alao
decronsed 26 percent from
107 to 85 last year. Trash,
grass'and other fires account
for 72 runs in '97, which ia

" Farmington Hills
Firo Department
Total Incldents

INCIDENTS by yoar

8,000 -

one less than the p
year,

“You'd like to think our fire
prevention message is hitting
our intended audience, thnt.
people are listoning,”
Michael Garr, Hills Firu
Department spokesman.

Lesa meant more in terms
of damages, though.

Dollar loss for all fires was
$3.8 million d to $2.6
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million in 1896, Fires at the
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Fre Dopmtment

lks Club and Echo Valley
Apartments - $760,000 each
~ topped the list.

Echo Valley sustained smoke
and firo damage after a building
was struck by lightning in tho
morning of July 26, The Elks
Club waa gutted by fire Aug. 3;
that blaza is still under investi-
gation,

“In those two fires alone, there
is one and a half million' dollars
damage. So there is your
increase from the previous year,”
Garr said.

Other major fires mcludcd the
Rainbow Park Motel May 16
with an estimated $100,000

TAMMIE GRAVESSTAFY ASTIST

damage; an East Lyman resi-
dence Jan. 5, $300,000; a Clif-
fview Court residence Oct. 17,
$2265,000; and a Willow Court
home Dee. 28, $325,000.

A 38-yecar-old Farmington
Hills man later died from sec-
ond- and third-degree burns sus-
tained in a mobile home fire at
Farmington Mobile Manor Nov.
7. The blaze destroyed the home
and is believed to have been acei-
dentally started by o lit
cigarette.
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. information from our classified ads. This service Is
noon Wednesday and Friday:
* Item No, 9402: Lookin) #fora place to rent or someone to
i« share an apartment with? Get a listing of our rental
classifieds. Cost: $5.95.
o Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers,
=: aitplanes, etc, Cost: $5.95
2 o {tem No. 9822: Vehlcles: Used trucks, vans and all
makes of automobiles. Cost: $39.95
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posed a Moro muiti-
family units confined to one-
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third of the 12-acre sito in
exchange for his giving back five
acres of park land and two acres

of existing wot landa.
Council members ~ mainly
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi — and resi-

denta balked at the 70-80 units
proposcd; The developer has now
brought it down to 64.

«[ think that's the lowest I can
go; It'a half of what's in tho mas-
tor plan,” Schafer gaid. *I really
bent more than I thought I
should, But T wanted to got a
maoting of the minds, if you
will.®

Georgian townhouses would be
built of brick and limeatone and
bo 36-feet high. The planning

ission’s T Snth

includes for a height varinnce of
feet. .
The commission’a recommen.
dation goes to city council for
approval.

'Onc of the biggest problems
Linda kept talking about,” said
Raczkowski Thureday, “was how
she was calling state sgencies
and everybody was lc]lmg her it
was not ogainst the law.”

Raczkowski promised Trzcins-
ki he would do something to help
her and other businesses from
being taken advantage of and to
protect customera from being
duped.

The resulting bills, oneo
authored by state Rep. Mark
Schauer, D-Battle Creek, are
how expected to “breeze
through” the consumer affairs
committec, Raczkowski said,
before getting full legislative
approval and being signed into
law by Engler, perhaps before
May.

If npproved, the legislation
would make it illegal for an out-
of-state company to include a
Michigan city’s name in its
udvertiring or listings and
require it to disclose its actual
address and company name.

Civil penaltics could range
from between $100-$10,000 for
companies that do not comply.

“This (legislation) is geared
toward helping all businesscs
that are taken advantage of,”
Raczkowski said. “This is to pro-
hibit predatory practices from
bogus companics, both inside
and outside of Michigan.”

Trzcinski was enthused about

tho proposed legislation. She
was faxed o onc-page press
rolease  Thursday  from
Raczkowski's Lansing office.

“This would be great if it all
happened,” Trzcinski said, look-
ing at the release.

In the press rolease,
Raczkowski vowed to battlo any
company thnt misrepresenta the
public. “We nced to send a mes-
sago ... that Michigan law pro-
tects Michigan owned busincas-
cg. Our policy ought to make
overy attempt to create an even
playing field for our job
providers.”

Although the legislation was
clearly prompted by the flower
shop situation, Raczkowski said
the two bills apply to all types of
busincsses. He added that
Amoritech, the company that
publishes the white pages in
Michigan, is both aware and
supportive of the bills.

Raczkowski said the proposed
package also is an example of
how clected officiala can come
through for the public.

“This is truly the best-caso
scennrio where elected political
representatives and their con-
stituents can work together and
solve the needs of the communi-
ty,” he said. *People need to got
more involved in politics.”

Raezkowski can be reached at

1-800-864-2108 or {517) 373-
1793,
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faachers and stalf to learn about the
Individualized approach, and how an
integrated cuniculum fosters leaming.
1998 reglstration Information at 3:30™.
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the lowor malars are

that orthodontists nl.r !u QM
dlumod'}y a system devised around
the tum

the wnuuy by !dwud l(

on
relationshipe botween the upper and
lower first molars. A Class 1
maloccluslon, the normal rolstionship
_beiwean -the lsath snd jaws, s
" described by the lowor flrst molars

upper ones when ths jaws are

in s Claes [T malocclasion, when the
Jawa moct, the Jawer first molars are
“lther under, or 1o the.jear of, the
up;ur Arst molars, T 4 Class 11
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Morriman (442-8885). New
and matorinle huo docronsed tho
scomfort of waaring braces, and have
also decrunsed the frequency of office
visits and overall troatment tima. Ask
8 about our cumputer imaging aystem
which allows patients to better
visualiza the end roault. Romembor, &
mnp«lm« with orthodontia Is
on making the right choice in &
l‘lmlly orthedontist and in (aking stopa
p costs at a miniraum through
nllnn athome between visits.

i twa office Vs
the Busion thal malpositioned teeth ieran
e e
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