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Break time
ThlS abatement makes sense

ometimes you've got to give a little to

get a little. And we're swayed that

Farmington Hills needs to break with
its stated policy and give a tax breal to Bosch
Corp. ta get tho firm to keep its high-tech
brake systems nanufacturing plant here.

Yes, several months ago this newspaper
ngrced with the principled stand against tax

as a form of corp welfare, We
also agreed that it wasn't fair to tho rest of our
taxpayers to allow some corporations to forgo
paying part of their taxes.

That situation was different, involving a
firm asking city approval for a move-out per-
mit to get a tax abatement in Plymouth Town-
ship, where it was mlocntmg Thc city would
have ived for app g that tax
break except to continue the idea of corporate
gypsies moving from one successful town to
another just to get a tax cut.

This time, Bosch says it’s facing two options
~to stay in Farmington Hills'or to move to
Indiana, where cosats for cnergy, construction
and taxes are lower. A state program called
Michigan Economic Growth Authority is will-
ing to give Bosch up to $40 million in tax cred-
its to level out the cconomic playing field
between the cost of doing business in Michi-
gan and the cost of other states.

The linchpin, though, is Farmington Hills’
participation, since the MEGA plan requires
the benefiting city to foat part of the bill.

The cost of doing business being the same,
Bosch officials have said they're willing to
stay. That means keeping its 700 jobs at its
facility and expanding another 210 to 300
more jobs at it new plant.

So the bottom line rests with the Farming-
ton Hnlle city cmmul which has traditionally

d tax Two tax ab
have been granted in the city, both in 1981
and both firms kept a Farmington Hills
address after their abatement expired.

I While it is admirable for city

councll members to stand for prin-
ciples, there are political realitles
that cannot be Ignored i

‘While it is admirable for city council mem-
bers to stand for principles, there are political
realitics that cannot be ignored. This MEGA
fund is out there, being provided to firms in
othér Michigan towns to create new jobs that
might have otherwise moved to other states.
This type of “reinvestment” by cities goes on
with.big corporations al} over Michigan, redue-
ing short-term tax profits for much greater
long-term gains that eventually boost the
area’s entire economy.

The only real choica seems to be whether to
work out the city's give-back as a dircct tax
abatement or as so-called incentives, such as
having the city poy for some construction costs
or not charge permit fees.

‘The direct tax abatement violates the coun-
cil’s anti-abatement policy but means the city
will share its $1.6 million give-back with the
county, schools and college taxing entities.

If it stands on principle, the city could with-
hold the actual “abatement” and pay the
entire $1.5 million itself by provxdmg the
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Unfair view of special ed Farmington Public Schools
e are writing to express our strang objec- Janice Richards

tions to some of the characterizations of
special education contained in the editorial
which appeared in the Jan, 1, 1998, edition of
the Farmington Observer, We recognize that
this particular editorinl was not written in the
Fy on office, but was written elsewhere

incentives. The direct ab
makes the most sense since all taxing ngen-
cies will benefit by the tax value increases
after this new plant is built.
1t is olso imperative that the city set strict
palicy guidelines for future tax abatements, as
pmposed ot Saturday’s study scsmun Future
ts should be weigh ngmnst issues
lxke whether state or federal money is M
, 8 i number of empl ,
length of time in the and imp.

for pubhcunon in all of the Observur & Eccen-
trm However, pub). m the
Far Observer ys the

impression that the Farmington Observer is
not sensitive to the needs of special education
students and their families.

Specifically, we are troubled by the use of
the word cancerous in describing the growth of
special education programs. As an adjective,
means “an cvil that spreads

ment of the tax base, among others.
This scems to be a time for principle to take
a back seat to common sense.

Patchwork transit system fails

ccent cancellation of Detroit Department
Rof Transportation bus service to suburban
greas only underscores the need for a truly
fnited regional mass transit system.

! Nowhere is the lack of cooperation between
Detroit and its suburbs more apparent than
wn.h regard to mass transit — even this far
mw the Archer era, a so-called golden uge for
prbnn/suburhan cooperation,

f Nowhere has that lack of cooperation had a
more devastating economic effect.

! Many of tho now-canceled suburban lines
were relatively new, added one year ago to
help Detroiters find jobs in the suburbs.

. They were canceled because they were
unprofitable, according to D-DOT, but mass
{ransit itself is generally unprofitable on its .
dwn, Even the most succeasful systems
demand subsidies from government, SMART,
¢the area’s suburban line, has said it will pick
t'lp some of the slack. But SMART, subsidized
nn a community-by-community basis, can't
cover the whole load.

. The situation a‘wws Jjust what a political
pnwn mass transportation and those who need
it- employem and emp]ayees ~ have become
in our region.

. WeareleR witha putchwork system, On
¢nn hand, we have a Detroit bus system that
‘gerves Detroit and a suburban system that
gerves moat, but not all; of the communities in
Wayne and Oakland countics.

Mass transit has become the province of the |
poor. While our area’s poorest residents most 1
definitely need access to jebs and, therefore, to
transportation, unified systems in other cities
have long served people of nll social classes.

Our too-heavy dependence upon the nuto-
mobile is already bringing dire consequences.
Businesses and residents are moving ever fur-
‘ther away from the central city. Urban sprawl
eats up valuable farmland and open space, !
defeating the goal of secking out peace and
serenity, which lasts but a few years.

The quulxty of llfe is dlmmmhed as rush
hour is to
work grow longcr

A reasoned ond reasonable, unified mass
transit system will bencfit employers and
employees.

At the Sears store at Livonia Mnll about 50
employees, out of a workforce of 400, relied on
D-DOT, said Jim Spiles, the store’s human
resources manager, Most now use SMART,
but Spilos eaid there are five who decided the
added hardship is not worth their jobs.

“Can’t we really get a viable transportation
system that's cost-effective for the city and the
suburbs?” he said.

1t's time for county leaders in Wayne, Oak-
land, Macomb and representatives from
Mayor Dennis Archer’s office along with
SMART and D-DOT officials to huddle and
find a solution to the mass transit problem
that has plagued this region for too lang,

. This week in history as reported in paat
»editions of the Farmington Obunm-and
. Farmington Enterprise.
| 4D YEARS AQO - JAN. 20, 1958 (ENTERPRISE)
|' A $4.9 million bond to finance the pro- -
1 posed Farmington interceptor sewer was
'nppmved by the Onk]nnd County Board of
! Supervisors.

Tho frst steptook phme in tho estubliah—
.ment of an o) 'Y P .
t in the Farmi: 1 achool Bys-

H ' tem. Schoot board members authorized the
\immediate hiring ofonu phyulul educaﬂon
teacher and pi
: dding three 1 more for the 1958-59 school
s year. RN
'ﬂ YEARS AGO ~ MN. I'l. 1913

The firiel public hearing on the pmposed
charter for tho Clty of aningum Hilla was

.| an attormey’s request fur a Fnrmmm.on Hills

scheduled for Jan. 31. Its purposg was to test
public sentiment concerning the May 8 clec-
tion,

Farmingten Township Police were investi-
gating the cause of the township's first traf-
fic fatality of the year. A Southfield man wns
killed in a two-car accident in the 31000
block of W. 12 Mile Road.

2 YEARS AGO - JAN, 28, 1896

‘The Farmington Hiils City Council voted
unanimously to huy property on the north-
east corner of Rockwell and Grand River to
help beautify the area.

An Oakland County Circuit Judge g d

destructively.” We atrongly object to the
notion that special education is in some way
evil and that its growth is destructive. The
many reasons for enrollment increases in spe-
cinl education programs include improved
dingnostic and screening techniques and early
identification of children at risk.

Another concern involves the suggestion
that parents are able to place their children in
special education programs without support-
ing evidence. In fact, prior to special education
certification, students must undergo a compre-
hensive diagnostic evaluation that demon-
strates significant deficit areas, Furthermore,
it is hard to imagine that a parent would vol-
untarily scek to identify their child as being
disabled or handicapped when no such prob-
lem exists,

As blished in the Michi
Court’s ruling in the Durant case, the State of
Michigan has been negli in ting its

director of specinl education
Farmington Public Schools

Trips can be eye-openers

wanted to personally thank you for allowing

me the opportunity to educate my children,
You see, we visited Washington, D.C., just
after Christmas for the sccond year in o row,
We thought it was appropriate to introduce
our Midwestern 10-year-old and 7-year-old to
the concept of government. Last year, we
toured the White House, Congress, and the
Supreme Court. We explained the basie con-
cept of aeparation of powers, the grand design
of the Constitution, and the political decigion-
making process, Being intuitive they of course
asked why people were saying “The White
House was for snle”; 8o we algo had to explain
the concept of fund-raising, and the giving of
contributions large enough to justify spending
a night in the White House. They're young but
I think they got it. Thank you for that first
lesson.

This year, we again visited Washington,
and once more were able to share with them
the intricacics of the federal government.
Being more sophisticated this year, they
began to ask tougher questions about charac-
ter, integrity and lying. You once again
exceeded our expectations with the recent dis-
closure of “inter-office” affairs and witness
tampering. I now get to explain to their young
minds the difference between oral sex and
uthcr sex; the ﬁne difference between an

hip and an affair, and what

constitutional requirement to provide its fair
share of special education funding, Unfortu-
nately, the Legislature and governor did not
provide adequate assurance of future funding
of special education programs in the bills
which were passed following the Court's rul-
ing. This, combined with the growing number
of children who legitimately require special
education service, presents a crisis which the
entire state must address. Unfortunately, the
Jan. 1 editorial could serve to polarize parents
and other interested citizens.
In lusion, we want to hasize that

this editorial, innccurate and unfair as it was,
was not typical of the Farmington Observer’s
ongomg efrorts to prcsent un accurate picture
of F' In fact,
the Observer hns done an cxcclluntjob keep-
ing the community informed of the wide range
of programs that Farmington Schools provide
for all of its students, regardless of ability. Wa
crtainly hope that this continues and that
unfair portrayals, such aa that concerning spe-
cial education, not occur in the future.

C. Roboert Maxfield

superintendent

it means to influence a witness giving o dcpu~
sition under oath. I'm surc these are all issues
they can comprehend.,

So ngain, thank you for allowing me to edu-
cate my children in the workings of presiden-
tinl politics. I can't wait until we visit next
year. By then, they'll be asking what
“impeachable offenses” are; why the president
had to resign, and why we have a President
Gore that nobuwly voted for. Oh, so much to be
thankful for.

Jerry Mulligan
Farmington Hills

Oplinlons are to be shared: We welcome your
Idess, as do your neighbors. That's why we
offer this space on a weekly basls for opinions
in your own words, We will help by editing for
clarity. To assure authenticity, we ask that you
sign your letter and provide a contact telephone
number.

Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farming-
ton Michigan 48335. Or (hey can be faxed to
(248) 477.9722.
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find out if he was compnknt to stand trial
for the abduction and rape of his fnrmnr girl-
frlcnd.
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Journalists and as éuripg citizens of the communitics where we work.”

— Philip Power




