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St. Dunstan’s Theatre Guild of
Cranbroek presents “Sylvia,
romantic comedy by A. R. Gur.
ney, 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan.
30-31 at the theater, 400 Lone
Pine Road, (between Woodward
and Lahser) Bloomfield Hills,

. St. Dunstan’s goes to

dents, $10, and available by call-

a ' ing (248} 644-0527.

Please note that the play does

8t. Dunatan's goes to the dogs
in the comedic romp “Sylvia,” a
romantic love trinnglo about a
- wife, n husband, and his exuber-

contain some explicit I

BY SUR SUCIIYTA
SPECIAL WRITER

ant and i mutt Sylvia,

The interesting twist is that
Sylvia the dog can talk ~ and tho
humans scem to understand her

Tickets are $12, seniors and stu-

" Lepard, hi

the dogs — émd the result

as readily as wo do. Sho moy
jump, drool, and wag an invisible
tail, but the audience is privy to
every amuaing and dogliko
thought that crosses her canine
mind (you can just imagine what
aho aaya to a disrespectful cat).

Kate and QGrog are empty
nestera who havo traded the sub-
urba for a city apartment. Kate,
played by Nancy Brassert, is
finnlly free from the ties of moth-
erhood. With o hard won masters
dogree in hand, sho's ready to
enjoy n carcer as well as travel
and entertaining.

Greg, howover, played by Keith

, haa become increasingly

dissatisficd with his job, and dis-
covera Sylvia, played by Janie
Castognn, in the park ono after-
noon when rotreating after a
fight with his boss.

Greg and Sylvia fall instantfy
in love - she jumps all over him

and readily admite he's “God™
whilo Grog ncta like & pidqle
aged man having av affair wn.‘h
o nymphet. Not only docan’t
Kato want the responsibility of a
dog, she quickly comea to n.mhm
that Greg pays moro attention to
Sylvia than her. ) 3
As the play progresses, Sylvin
becomes a four-legged mistress
a8 Greg fawns on her, and K{.m
plots to regain her status with
her husband. Encountora with a
follow dog owner, o family friend,
and a counselor further under-

* acore the humor as we witness

Greg’s and Sylvin's bond grow ns
Kate's patience wears thin.

Janio Castagna brings unflap-
ping energy and enthusinzsm to
the domanding canine rolo of
Sylvin. She literally becomes a
dog- albeit a wisecracking
teenager of a dog. She pants,
leaps, jumps on the furniture,

Band from page E1

and strains on the leash. Bhe
even pulls the old “dog on tha leg
of the seated gucst” stunt, much
to the amusement of the audi. -
ence, Wo love the dog and at the -
gnme time sympathize with
Kato'a growing frustration nnd,
jealousy.

QGreg’s bohavior is partly
explained by his wife's new
found indopendence and tho
departure of his children. Bylvia
becomes his adoring dependent ~
she makes him feel important,
Kate's opposition to the relation.
ship seems to drive them closer
togethor,

Brassort and Lepard make'n
likable, realistic couple, and
bring the comedy roalistically to
life. Tom Potorson is dolightfully
versatile in the triple role of
Tom, Phyllis and Leslie.

band is vpen to all adults, just
show up for rchearsal. High
school students must audition.

South Oankland Band rchears-
es 7:30-9:30 p.m. Mondays at
Adams Junior High in Royal
Qak, eall (248) 548-5838. Like
the Farmington Band, this band
is_also opon to all adults. High
school studenta can audition,

Birmingham Cencert Band, led
by Grant Hoemke, rehearses
7:30-9:45 p.m. Wednesdays at
Groves High School, Membership
is open to all adults, high school
students moy audition, For infor-
mation, call (248) 474-4997.

“We have adults from all walks

Don’t count
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One of the
occupational
hazards of
reviewing
movies is seeing
your favorite
novels regularly
mutijated for
the acreen. A
casce in point:
“Great Expecta-
tions,” a modern
take on Charles
Dickens' master-
ful treatise on
the hnzards of social climbing
that already ranks as onc of the
most miscrable misfires this
year.

Though my day job as a high
school English teacher makes me
something of a literature snob,
I'm not adverse to updating the
classics. Last year's MTV
approach to *Romeo and Juliet”
was precisely what the Bard
needed, with plenty of clever
updates and sincere, likoble per-
formera to keep the lines fresh.

The new “Great Expectations,”
starring Ethan Hoawke and
Gwyneth Paltrow, stays relative-
ly close to its source. Dotty old
Miss Havisham still ronms the
overgrown family cstate, where
she was stood up at the nltar
threo decades ago.

Instead of wearing her tat-
tered wedding dress, Anne Ban.
croft's incarnation sports a new
wig with cach scene and is

JOHN
MONAGHAN

of life in the bond,” said Hoemke.
“We have o few who took lessons,
and then decided to play in the
band, It’s an opportunity te
immerse yourself in tho music
nnd forget nbout everything else.
It's an cscape, and then tjheLr'u’e

ficld draws its 46 members from
throughout the motro Dotroit
area. They rehearse 7:30-9:30
p.m, Tucadays at Novi High
School, call (248) 932-9244 for
more information.

“We don't hold nuditions,” said
Kopnick. “All that's t is

the derie, and
that develop in the group.”

Liko the other bands, Birming-
ham plays a wide varioty of
music. “We enjoy the festival
because it's a chance to hear
what the other groups are doing,
and our members enjoy playing
in the combined band.”

Novi Concert Band, directed
by Jack Kopnick of West Bloom-

an ability to play.” :

The festival i3 just one of the
many cvents these bands partici-
pate in throughout the year.

“We like to havo a good time
with music," said Gillespie, “The
concerts are secondary.”

Plan to attond the festival to
learn more about the community
bands in your hometown.

on ‘Great Expectations’

obsesacd with the Cha Cha.

‘The orphaned Pip ia now Finn,
roised in the Floridn Keys by hia
sister and her boyfriend Joe. It's
here that he meets and is almost
killed by a shackled convict
{Robert DeNiro) who promises to
gut the boy in his aleep if he
docsn't procure food, drink, and
some heavy duty steel cuttera,

Soon after, Mias Havisham
hires Finn to “play” with her
nicce Estella, making it no secret
that she hopes to use the girl to
break men's hearts. Finn'a visits
are just the warm-up act.

In the book, Pip's great expec-
tations took him to 19th century
London wheroe he was prepped a3
a gentleman. Here Finn is thrust
into the New York art sceno,
where he'’s given painting sup-
plies, a to-dic-for loft space, and
a i

work with, Joe is one of the fow
things that comes through the
movie more or less intact:

The other performers take
turns ombarrassing themsolves
for the .camera. For Ethan
Hawke, most of these moments
come when he's aupposed to be
in his late teens, sporting a:
fright. wig and makoup-only
slightly Jess ghustly than Baa-.
croft’s, .

Gwyneth Paitrow, who proved
8o charming in “Emma,” is &
statue in midriff-baring designer
clothes, The erotic scene whore
she strips for Finn while he
makes passionate sketches of
her would have been tedious
even if we hadn't just seen it in
“Titanic”

As for Bancroft, the voteran
actress tries to have fun with her

show, all
of a mysterious sponsor.

The identity of Finn'a fairy
godmather (hint: it's not Mias
Havisham) should come as no
surprise, because the movie
streamlines Dickens’ characters
down to only a handful, The
movie ia ao insulated that even

Norma D d take on Misa
Hovisham, So why couldn’t the
filmmakers give her and the oth-
ers a more interesting update of
the story?

‘The answer: Because dircetor
Alfonso Cuaron hes absolutely
no idea how to make “Great

the busy New York streets aro
only sparsely populated by rou-
tine screamers and dog walkers.

" fly in tho ‘90s. It's
still a compelling tale, but in its
present form one that will likely

One of the most poig t
scenes in the novel waa Pip's
snub of Joe, his one true friend,
whose impromptu visit threatens
the boy's position as a gontle-
man. And with what he's got to

SCREEN SCENE

confuso Dickens novices as much
it rri his schol!

John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments. To
leave John a voice mail message,”
dial (734) 953-2047 on. a touch-
tone phone, mailbox 1866.

A sampling of what’s playing
at alternative movie theaters as
reviewed by John Monaghan,

Detroit Film Theatre Dotroit
Insti of Arts, 5200 Wood d
Ave,, Datroit, (313) 833-2323
($5.50; $4.50 studenta/seniors)

“The Tango Lesson” (Eng-
land-1897). Friday-Sunday, Jan,
30 to Feb. 1 (call for nhawtimn‘s).

tinian dancer living in Paris.
Magic Bag 22918 Woodward,
Ferndale, (248) 544-3030, ($2)
“Full Motal Jacket” (USA-
1987). 8:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
29, This 10-year-old film is still
the most recent film from direc-
tor Stanley Kubrick. His Viet-
nam soga has two parts, both in
training and in battle, but Lee

Sally Potter stars na ly
herself, a talented and impatient
filmmaker whe bocomes
antranced by the art of tango.
Soon sho's taking lessons from a
handsome and legendary Argoen-

Ermoy’s perfc as a drill
instructor in tho early scene
ranka a8 ono of the screen's most
vivid and frightening creations,
“Boogio Nights” (USA-1897).
9:30 p.m, Saturday, Jan.

31,Noarly three-hour odysscy
about the porn film industry in
tho 1870a,

Main Art Theatre 118 N.
Main Street at 11 Mile, Royal
Oak, (248) 542-0180 ($6.50; $4
students, seniors & matinoo; $3)

“The 8woet Horeafter”
(Canada-1897). A study in collec-
tive mourning from Canadian
director Atom Egoyan in which o
town feels tho pain when most of
ita childron are killed in a school
bus accident.

No CENTER

Thur. Janu

29, 2pm-10pm
Fri. January 30, 2pm-10pm

Sat, January 31, 10am-10pm
Sun. February 1, 10am-7pm

1998 Spring Hone & Garden S8how: It's the first home and
garden show of the year, and the Novt Bxpo Center will be
transformed into an exgiting world of Ideas and information.

. Kitchens, baths, appliances, floors, heating, lighting, fumiture,
spas, landscaping. arts & crafts. remodeling. everything for the

home and

rden, With the knowledgeable people necessary to
‘hlclp you plan your projects fot the coming year. .

Saishow

OVER 300 EXHIBITS...PLUS:

™ "Garlic Guru” Tom Reed as seen on Good
@ Live broadcasts of WJR's v
Joe Gagnon and WXYT's

-Hae@:.m:knlooma.nd
.'_hndnpedﬂawcm}

on ng, home repatr y
™ Treasure Chest contest with dally prizes. and resodeling

Admissions
Home &
Garden

Adults - $6; Seniorg -
Childven 612837
Children under 6 admitted FRER
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