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STATY WRITZR

. Part campaign document, part vision
- of the 21st Century, Gov. John
Engler’s 1998 atate of the state speech
shows him edging slightly toward the

a third term.

Detmocrats, including Sen. Joo Conroy
of Flint, o champion of smaller class
. sizes, Twice he said “together,” a word
Jimmy Carter used in every sentence.
Several times he sald “teamwork,”
looking to his right (your loft) at the
Democratic sido of the Houso,

Engler showed that he understood
tho “urban sprawl” issue by advocating
rodevelopment of brownficlds rather
than the paving over of farmland.

Hore {s. what voters need to watch
for:

1. Environmental bond issue on the
November ballot, Engler is asking

million — $400 million for clean-
.ing old industrial sites, $50 million for
state park improvemeonts, $60 million
for clenn water. Will tha Legislature

s
middle of the political road aa he secks

This yoar hie mentioned several .

M In the ond it all bolfs down to this: Wil you vote for it?

amond it? Will two-thirds of tba mem-
bers of both chambers vote to put it on
the ballot? Who will campaign for it?

| Will you vote yes or no?

2, Buper-majority nmvndmant‘
Engler dusted off an cld anti-tax
dovive, requiring a'60 percent vote in
each chamber of the Legislature for
any kind of incrense in either a tax
base or rate. Should taxes, alone,
require such a super-majority? Will
Democrats give him the votes to put it
on thae ballot?

Engler’s text (cut from the TV speech
you heurd) ment{nnod six Rapublican
ding Mike B of

Birmingham and Loren Bennott of
Canton; and nine Republican ropresen-
tatives, incdluding Deborah Whyman of
Canton, Andrew Raczkowski of Farm-
ington Hills, Greg Kaza of Rochester
Hills and Alan Cropsey of DeWitt. The
fight to get it on the ballot may becomo
partisan,
If it gets on tho ballot, will you vote

yesor no?

3. Foes. Englor’s budget for fiscal
1698 asked for $80 million more in
foos. He didn’t mention foos in his
annual message, just tax cuts.

4. Reading tests. Echoing President
Clinton, Englor advocated teating
pupils at tho ond of third grade for
roading proficioncy. Those who fail
would have to attend summer achool.
‘That will cost money, especially sinco
61 porcent of third graders now score
lesa than proficlent.

What part of the budget will bo cut
to obtain that moncy? What strain on
the budget will his proposed across-
the-board income tax cuts put? How
will local school boards deal with the
new stato mandate?

&, Prisona. Far from being a break
with the 1980s, Engler actually has
continued Jomes Blanchard's prison
oxpansion. Blanchard tripled the
prison system size (from 12,000 beds to
36,000).

State of the state: Balancing rhetoric with reality

Engler proposes 5,400 now prisnn
beds. “Keep the cmoh off our strects
and out of our noighborhoods,” he
said, “by passing the (sontencing)
guﬁdolinus out of tho House,” Will
one of those prisons be near you?
Will your city council or township
board fight it tooth and nail?

'l‘onight I proposo wo cut Michi-
gan's income tax and cut it again..
until the tax rate goes all tho way
down to 3.9 porcent,” he aaid. Then
camo the catch:

*The cuts begin in the year 2000,
and when fully phased in, Michigan’s
incomo tax will be the lowest in o
gonoration.” Lawmakers cheored

wildly,
To take effect in 2000, the tax cut
would have to be pnssed in 1999,
t will bo In the next gubernatori-
al term. Many of the Senato seats
will have turned over, Three-fifths of
tho preaent House members — at
least — will bo gone, That's what

makes it a campaign speech rather  Gov, John Engler

than an agenda item.
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Generation gap rap

Eloquent wordx. A Baptist minister, native Detroiter
and noted author and scholar, Dr. Michael Eric Dyson
addresses students of all races at Oakland University

during an

African-American Month celebration pro-

gram at the Rochester Hills college.

OAKLAND DIGEST

Oakland Digext provides a
summary of headline stories
from around the county during
the week leading up to Feb. 1.

BIRMINGHAM
Dream Cruise bash

Gangsta rap, Acid Rock, Elvis, Sznatra
Boogie — the beat goes on, and back ..

DY NICOLE STAFFORD
HTAYY WRITER

God spoke to Gangsta-rap.
And the much-criticized music
genre apoke to

But the controversial juxtapo-
sition didn't initially strike most
of Oakland University’s African-
American students as one that
could be pulled off, as they filled
Varner Hall, on the Rochester
Hills campus, to a hear a noted
intellectual speaker attempt to
mako the link.

Tho speaker, Dr. Michac! Eric
Dyson, e Baptist minister, writer
and acholar, apoke to students
Thursday as part of the universi-
ty’s celebration of African-Ameri-
can Month.

*I'm excited about the topie,”
Zmd Latoya Smith, an African-

at QU who

provide tips that lead to tho
arrest and conviction of crimi-
nals.

ROCHESTER

Brewery gots blessing: The

Rocheau:r City Council gave its
ing Jan, 26 for a micro-

'k City
Commission recantly gave ita
aupport for an Aug. 14 charity
event that would kicl: off the
Woodward Dream Cruise and
benefit the Oakland Children’a
Charity Conhhun Avnriety of
children's wa

brewery in downtown Rochester
that would allow customers to
make their own beer, The busi-
ness person seeking to build the
brewery still needs to obtain a
mlmbmwetn h:cnso nnd havo

benefit from the fund-raiser,
which would be held at The
Community Housc and atop two

Bir ham parking

FARMINGTON HILLS

Gambling raid: A total of 19
people were arrested in a joint
sweep by uniformed and plain
clothed police Jan. 25 in Farm-
ington Hills, Officers impounded
11 vehicles, and confiscated -
$26,000 in cash and threo hand-
guuns.

INDEPENDENCE TOWNSHIP

Ice rink conter proposed: A
development proposal for a large
indoor sports arena that would
feature ico skating and in-lino
skatis
pendence Township officials in
carly February. The site would
be located near Sashabaw Road
and I.76 and include an.
Qlympic-sized ice rink.

LAKE ORION
Anti-casino meoting postod:
The Citizens Against the Auburn
Hills Casino will meet at 7:30 -
p.m. Feb. 3 nt the Lake Orion
Village Hall, at 37 East Flint
Street, to discusa the Boy Mills
Tribe proj to build a casino
at 1-75 and Joslyn Road, For
additional information, call (248)
. 399-1597.

.OXFORD

Btopplng crime: Oxford has

become the first North Oakland

County community to join a host

‘of others in ﬂghﬁnz cﬂmo across
rmment es,

" Btoppers of Michigan, which
. offers rewards to residents who

ng is expected to go to Inde-

¢ pro-
posed browery site oomplctcd

SOUTHFIELD

Now development at Eight
Bile: A doveloper has offered
the Southfield Downtown Dovol-
cpmeont Authority $1 million to
purchase two, long-vacant Eight
Mile propertiea — tho former
Specs Howard building and the
Sou'.hﬁeld Office Plaza, The site
would be used for an 80,000-
square-foot building and occu-
pied by two national rotatlers,
The doveloper reportedly would
also donate $110,000 for commu-
nity development in Southfield,

TROY

School enrolimont drops:

The Troy School District recently

reported that carollment

declined by 24 students this

year. The decline is the first in

10 years for the district, which
predicted significantly more stu-

dnnu for the school year.

WEST BLOOMAIELD

Horse trails in question:
Horses will not be allowed back
on the trails at Marshbank Park
in Weat Bloomfield deapita
recent approval from the town-
ship board, Within two days of
board uppmval l.hu lawmhlps

was sitting near the front of the
auditorium, *I don't like Gangs-
ta-rap and 1 don’t conaider
myself a religious person. I'm

:ntemsu:d to hear what he has to

Thu topic also piqued the
intcrest of Smith's friend, Kim-
berly Harper, another African-
American student ot OU. “The
topic he is discussing is very con-
troversial,” said Harper, who
considers herself 2 Christian and

likes some Gangsta-rap, but

doesn't regularly listen to the
music genre.

Dubbed as “the ideal intellec-
tual for our time” by virtue of his
background ~ the Baptist minis-
ter and Princoton University
scholar grew up poor in urban
Detroit — Dyson roused and ¢hals

Taking note: Zracey
McCoy, a freshman busi-
ness student at Oakland
University in Rochester
Hills, reads from a book
written by Dr. Michael
Eric Dyson, who
addressed an auditorium
of students Thursday as
part of the school’s cele-
bration of African-Ameri-
can month. McCoy attend-
ed the lecture,

lenged OU’s students, with his
words, commenta and ideas.
Perhaps one of Dyson’s most
controversinl points issued from
lus presentation and mmlynm of
t p as art. C
Lhc musie genre to earlier ¢ gener-
ations of so-called controversial
music ~ ho gave Elvis Presloy as

one example - Dyson said
Gangsta-rap *has to do with the
aesthetic alionation and moral
monatrosity of this generation.”
Although the music genre
clearly has p he said,

younger generations, .
One of the Dyson's mnm -
points, which spoka to all races, ..
was that the generation gap was§
a hmuless phennnmnan that}
and under- !

understanding its source and
placing it into the context of art
is o more scnsible alternative to
eriticism and dismisaal. Its use
of d y 1 to char-

standing by both parents and

ou

“And he broko it down to our
lcvcl and then took it up to an’
1 level,” Moses said. '

acterize women and emphasis on
viclence is an expression of
authentic social and cultural
experience, he snid, “The reality
is that Notorious B.L.G. didn't
start misogyny,” Dyson said.
*“Let's bo honest about our codes
of othics. ...God told you that
women are supposcd to be sub-
servient to men,” he said, refer-
encing a Biblical passage,

But, Dyson, who held up some
Gangstn-rap as “ingenious,”
“profound” and “lyrical,” recog-
nized that the music genre not
only creates a divide between
races but also scts up a division
within the black community,
particularly botween parents
and childven, who disagres about
the music's validity,

“But there are correlations
between gonerations,” Dyson
said, recalling the days when he
and his friends listened to the
music of Motown despite their
parents’ protest. “Maybe there
waa more hope during the day of
Smokey Robinson.”

“I thought it was really mov-
ing,” snid Dwayne Moscs, an 18-
year-old, African-American stu-
dent who attended the lecture.
“There wore things that he
brought to light about older and

“He lnid down a bluepnnt about ;
what is huppenmg (in tha‘
world).” B

-Celebrating
African-American
Month at Oakland

Unlversity

Other events Include:

& Multlcuitural Food, Arts &
Craft Show from 8 to 11ip.m.,
Monday, Feb. 2 at the Ogkland
Center

@ Btack and White Role
Reversal ot 10 p.m., Monday,
Feb. 9 In the Hamlin Lounge of
the Oakland Center

W Speech by Detroit Mayor
Dennls Archer (Q & A and
receptlon faollows speech) at 2
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 16 at the
Meadow Brook Theatre

B The 6th annual Keeper of
the Dream Banquet, featurlng
Chrysler Cerparation Chairman
Robert J. Eaton, at 6 p.m,,
Thursday, Feb. 19 at Shotwell
Gustafson.

New technology helps puts police
in the right place at the right time

BY NICOLR STAFFORD
BTAYY WRITKR

The distinct sound of glass
brenking in tho middle of the
night prompts a startled home-
owner to dial 911 for help.
‘Through the local dispatch cen-
tor and radio, a noarby police car
is dirocted to the scone, But
since dispatchers can’t bo co:
of apy police unit’s exact location
minute by minute, the closest
police car ian't nlwnys the one
that recoives the radio call,

Some very powerful technology
being implomented by Oakland
County promijses to radically
ix:;f:rova this process and many

ors.
Commonly reforred to as Geo-

- graphic Information Syatomu

caller’s property nnd. allow them
to instantly esu:h‘liah tho Bito's
location and

Heinld

Uni y (LTU) in S
to nurture and promote GIS
toch y in southeastern

istic, like the existonce of an
alloy behind tho caller’s homo,

*“That automates the entire

procesa right there,” said Robert
Duddow, diractor of Qakland
County’s Daportment of Manage-
mont and Budgoet and project
diroctor of GIS Oakland. “Police
will immediately know whare
the unit is and thoge seconds can
make a differcnce.”

Tho automated map systom, a

multi-phase ﬂmnty projoct that

hes been under de

Michigan. Their first annual GIS
Technology Seminar was held
Jan. 23 at LTU'a College of
Architecture and Design Audito-
rium and drew government offi-
cials from across the state.

But quickening omergoncy
reaponse time is only a single
and *simple” example of the
power of GIS technology, Dad-
dow eaid.

Othor uses afforded by GIS
programs include visual maps of
crlmo nnalynh. sewer and
discaso track-

sinco 1895, will also link every
pullw dupnrtmnnt in tho county.
hora in West Bloomfield

_who are pti
toa

;3

Parks an¢
informed the vanahip Supervi-
eor that tho Parks and Recre-
ation Commission would disre-
gard the action. Horseback rid-
ing had been allowed at Marsh.
bank Park for' 13 montha in trial
gemgmm that ended last Novomn-
r. .

- Campaed b_v stoff reporter .
Nicole S{am:rd

(GIB),'.h
best described as a ‘of

automated maps that provides a
varlety of detailed, geo-spatial
formation,

- As far as improving emarguncy
raponlo within tho county, the
technology would allow dispatch-
ora to phyaically see and track
avory police vehicle on'an nuto-
mated computer ma

Dispatchers wou! d also hnvn
immediate access to a map of the

'

borders on Farmington Hills, for
oxample, would have the nhmty
to locate availablo police unita
from that polico departmont.

. Initial phasos of the projcct‘

will coat about $56 million, somo
of which will be funded by state
government, Also, Oaklnnd
County Govornmeont has teamed
up with Lawrence Technological

to get lnw.
that

ing and property asscasment and
valuation,

Once Oakland complotos a
base map of the county, the pos-
lihllltiu for providing quick
accoss to Information and uscful
visual representations is almost
endloas, Daddow eaid.

‘Currently, the county {s com-
pleting o baso map — a rough,
geographical representation — of
vounty property, About one-
quarter of county lund has boon
fixed and can be accessed within
the automated systam. Comple-
tion of the remaining 330,000

parcels of property is expected |
within 1998. 1

“There is a lot of preparation ;
behind the scene to make this !
glitz happen,” Daddow said af'
the time and work intensive pro- ¢ :
Jject. “But wo're on the edge. We -
are so far ahead on the cutting |
edge that people are going to!
look to us”

According to Daddow, Wayne «
County just recently hugun-
dotermining a etratogy fer.
installing property maps into an{ H
automated system,

The extent to which Qakland *
County will utilize the GIS tech- |
nology to accoss information is ;
also far ahead of the standard *
within Michigan, ho said, *There +
inn t anything (plannod) in .

hi that comes r '
cloae to what wo're doing,”

Another benefit: The syatem -
will give cities and tawmhlpn M
within tho county an opportunity &
to work jointly and fucll(uta ﬂm N
sharing of information, Daddow N
said. "There’s a trnmnndnup
amount of duplicated effort that +
through this system we will bad
able to minimizo or oliminate.”
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