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3 percent: Farmington
Hills police officers will
get pay raises under a
new pact agreed to with
the city. /A3

Dark days: Light therapy is
helping local people suf-
fering from Seasonal
Affective Disorder./B1

Bragging rights: Farming-
ton, Harrisoh’s teamwork
was enough to win
against its crosstown
rivals on the basketball
court Tuesday./C1

Folk Muslc: Tommy
Makem, the Godfather of
Irish Music, will perform
Friday, Feb, 20, at'the
Mercy High School Audi-
torium in Farmington
Hills./E1

At Home/D Movies/E6
Autos/I5 Obituarles/A11
Bellals/B6-7 Oak, Digest/A12
Calendar/C6 Opinlons/A14-15

Chat room/81
Closslfied/F,H,)

Police, fire/AS
Real Estate/H2

Closs, (ndex/H2 Rentals/Ha
Crossword/H3 Sewvico Guide/JB
Entertainment/E1 Sports/CL
Jobs/HB Weddings/B3-4

Elémentary plan
OK’d; foreign
language added

BY TiM SMITH
BTAFF WRITER

Farmington echool board members Tues-
day night approved a spmwlmg blueprint
for elementary education in the 21st centu-
ry. A foreign language pilot program is part
of the package.

After achool bonrd members were
assured by administrators that the care
curriculum would remnin the driving force
behind elementary education, they unani-
mously OK'd the Mission 2007 recommen-
dations assembled by a 70-member com-
mittes, chaired by Hillside Elementary
Principal Jan Colliton.

“One of the rccommondntlona, nmd
Assistant Super of Inatructi
8ervices Judith White, answering a ques-
tion, “... is that it defines the core curricu-
lum, it embraces the framework that you've
ombraced.” -

‘The next step, White said later, ia to ﬂnd
out how much of the plan can be funded for
the 1998.-99 schoo! year.

" *Then, wo will begin tho procesa of plan-
ning training and move forward this sum-
mer,” White explained. “I'll (also) do a
wholo parent and community awarencsa
package.”

White ik d that each
school will have autonomy, to’ lmplnmont
only those portions of the plan that make
the most sense for thom,
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" Nifty.'505 makes for popular iance theme at Dunckel MI(I(llc School.-Page A9."
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‘Soccer moms’
still getting
their kicks

Klds at hedrt: Lisa Clark (Ieft) batlles an opponent at a recent matci
ton.Angels soccer team. Many players are moms who brm§ their kids to the Sunday night
games, but they're serious enough to listen to their coach,

Love of sport keeps F’ton Angels soaring

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER

While watching women play
indoor soceer, 4 novel iden for a hor.
ror film comes to mind.

* In this supposed plut, a swarm of
normally passive soccer moms
becoma enraged at hearing how the
man thoy helped elect president
becomes embroiled in a tawdry sex
scandal,

To exact their revenge, they
depart in a tonvey of mini-vans to
the nation’s capital where the mob
overtakes the White Houso and
vents its collective anger by kicking
the heck out of tho politician’s back-
side. “Wrath of the Soccer Moms” is

nights.

game timo,

not hard to imagine, especially for
those who witness these over-30
women passionately putting the boot
to a regulation size 5 ball at Beech-
wood Arena in Southficld on Sunday

The Farmington Angels - aptly
named for their swect demeanor off
the field - are oll business come

Daughters are provided coloring
books and money for conceesions;
husbands are hustled off to the
bleachers. Thia is their moment to
compete at center circle. - ly.

“Everyone is in the same boat and
wo have families,”
Schrauben, who lives in Loke Orion.

PROTOS 3T AL Havern

Jor the over-30 Farming-

en Stomber, above right.

it as a way to atay fit.

said forward Sue

*Everyone is competitive ...
don't feet like we're just moms.”

‘The team is a collection of engi-
neers, teachers, nursez and telemar-
ketars, who continue to play the
gome they love, Many pursued soc-
cer ns girls, indicative of the sport’s
early boom in the late 1870s. Others
gave the game a try as adults, seeing

The Angels are given advice by a
pair of Charlies ~ Sean Magee and
Ben Stomber, who live in Farming-
ton and Farmington Hilla respective-

Stomber, 53, handles the first
team while Magee, who played soe-

Pleasc sce SOCCER MOMS, A4

6-year tax cut aims to keep
firm’s expansion right he{g;{..‘

BY LAREY O'CONOR .

After  honding
Bosch Corporation its
coveted six-yoar tax
abatement, Forming-
ton Hills Councilman
Terry Sever shiook
ﬂw hand of a company official aft

"Nuw put that shovel in the ground:
m% quit talking about Indiana,” qucr
B

The threat of a multi-national ﬁrm
moving ita braking division headquar-
tors was laid in Farmington Hills City
Council member's laps at Monday's
meeting. As a result, tha council went
against its policy of granting tox
breaks, !

Council membors approved the
abatement in two separate 6-1 votes,
with Councilwoman Nancy Bates cast-
ing no votes in both,

Bosch needed the city to comply -
abate $400,000 of its taxes — in order fo
qualify for larger credits of $30 million
through the Michigan Economic
Growth Authority. MEGA grants'tax
breaks to companies who stay put and
create new jobs.

Boach officials haven't ripped u me

m
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Parents
admit guilt
for serving
teens beer :

BY v ShrTH
AFY WRITER

T}m parents charged with servmg
alechol to minors at nn Oct. 26 beer kég
party in Farmington's Chatham Hills
subdivision pleaded guilty Monday
morning in 47th Distriet Court.

Kevin Alexander and Michelle Grif-
fith both appeared remorseful nboul.
how a party celebrating their son’s
selection as Homecoming King turned
into an out-of-contrel bash-that
enraged many in the community,

The recent “Call to Action Summit,”
sponsored by Farmington Families in
Action, wns at least partly inspired by
negative reaction to the beer party —
where more than 100 FHS students
paid $5 to drink as much aa they want~
ed to, according to Farmington Public
Safety Department accounts n(‘ the
evening.

Both will be sentenced at 8:30 a.m.
April 1 in front of 47th District Judge
Marla Parker, who upon accepting the
dofendanta’ guilty pleas said, "I 'know
many parents arc concerned l.huren a
message nothing like this nccurn
again.”

They could each receive a maximum
penalty of 30 days in jail and a $1,000
fine.

Griffith spoke first to the judge
know we made a mistake ... We.le

Ploasc sco TEEN PARTY, A7

and we

PRRY

“I'm going to be asking {pri -
which sitos are ready and intorested in
becoming the first sites to begin the pro.

.

coss,

Colliton, following bonrd approval of the

rncommnndntlons, unid ‘sho thought
are * " that the

dationa can bo successfully tmplemcnmd in

tho schools,

In addition to foreign Ianguago, changes
include; inclusion, where apecial cd stu-
dents nre mainatreamed into general class-
es, and technology, such aa helping third

. graders learn to use a computor keybonrd
or adding interactive loarning.

Kenbrook principal Peggy McKinloy, who
chaired the technology sub-committes, said

- atudenta can become adept ot various word
procossing Tunctions (cut and pasto, for
uumple) that will help them throughout

m

Wishes come true

A story on the front page of the Observer on Jan. 4
asked folks in Farmington and Farmington Hills
abaut their New Year's wishes,

Among those intorviowed for tho story was Eve
Cinato, district manager at Village Shoe Inn in
downtown Farmington. “I wish I could get somo
omployees,” she said. "It's so hard to find help, All
the stores around here have ‘Holp Wanted® signs.
Other than that, 'm reat happy here.”

Two people who had seen the story applied for
jobs, wore hired and are doing a grent job, Cinato
recently reported, proving this New Year's wishes
really do come true.

Progressive price

The Gov. Warner Manslon ... Home of Farming-
ton History may be the new name for it. And a new

FARMINGTON FOCUS

committee may bo studying its future.

But history buffs who've read about the mansion
and want some good old-fashioned detail about the
Farmington arca’s only governor can get n good deal
fram the Farmington Hills Historical Commission.

“I Went to the Peoplo ..." Fred M Warner, Pro-
gressive Governor is the titlo of a book by former
Hilla moyor Jean Fox that the historienal commission
ia now selling for only $12.60.

The 493-page tomao originally sold for twice that
price, It's available cither at the museum or at the
Hills Treasurer’s Offico in ¢ity hall, For moro details
or other histarical publications, call (248} 474-4608.

Stining sounds

Farmington Hills-based Yeasian Music will plny a
part in the 1998 Winter Olympic Games tclccruta nn
CBS's Chonnel 9.

Dan Yessian and his songwriting callnbom o8
David Barrett and Kurt Schreitmueller wrote and
produced the aong, “You Believe in Me,” an uplifting
ballad featuring vecals by Helen Darling and a't2:
member gospel choir.

“The song is an emotionally stirring trib
Olympic athletes,” said Yessian, a native Detroiter.
*It is a song about love and it reflects the athl
relationships with family, friends and coache
have given unfailing aupport to them as t!
struggled ta achieve their dreama.”

Liaten for the song during CBS telecasta an
ing ita highlights of the Nogano Games.




