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"*Master's touch: Antal
Lang expects the piano he

s currently constructing

. 2o sustain a note for more
-than 20 seconds. The
length of time a piano can
hold a note is one factor
“used to determine its cal-

iber and worth.

Sonnd_s of music

Lake Orion piano man can ‘see’ them
as he builds his own classic grand

BY NICOLE STAFFORD
BTAFP WRITER

iano mon Antal Lang.aces
what we can only hear.

The Lake'Orion man is best
described as o piano man
beeause he not only plays and
tuncs pianos but also builds
them.

Better yet, ask him a question
about the instrument. Chances
arc he'll open up his well of
knowledge on the subject and
throw in o few stories abaut tho
many fomous performers he has
encountered in his profession.

*“I've never tuncd Elton John,”

Seelng sound: Antal Lang explains how sound travels
through a piano. The Lake Orion resident says he can
even visualize the path of sound waves through a
piano. His latest pmjcct, at right, may be Izl:e no other
piano in lhc world .
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H Sound carries
15,000 foot per soc-
ond when it moves In
the direction of a
wood's grain and
5,000 feot per second
when traveling against
tho graln.

he says, looking up from the
floor of his crowded bascment, a
virtual piano factory.

In tho center of the room is
pile of sawdust, flanked by
tables of the usual shop accou-
terments, Threatening to over-
take the room are Lang's pro-
jecta = o harpsichord in one cor-
ner, an unfinished 8-foot grand
by the window and the inner,
iron workings of another piano,
still without legs, en tha floor.

Piles of wood, large oddly

* sized boxes and two saw tables

are nearby. Lang is peering
down at his latest project — a

" growl, But I'm not going to apol-

large grid of iron holding a serics
of tightly strotched strings.
“It's going to mias a little

ogize for how this sucker
sounds,” ho says. “This suéker is
going over twenty scconds,” he

continues, referring to the length *

of time a musical note will earry
after a pianist has hit a key,

Admiring the half-completed
inetrument, Lang scems to track
the waves of sound that will
issuc from it.

Later he describes sound’s
pathway from its mccplmn point
on one of the piana’s strings
through the length of its wooden
structure and into the air.

Sound carries 16,000 feet per
sccond when it moves in the
direction of a woed's grain and
5,000 feet per second when trav-
eling agninst the grain, he snys.

-But, these are the matters
that occupy the piano man's
thoughts. “If you have to ask,
you'll never understand,” says
Lang, 46, of his passion, In fact,
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Time out: Lang
takes a break
B from his work
- and passion ~
building pianos,
Lang also tunes
pianos and con-
siders himselfa
.fairly accom-

plished musi-
cian.

STAFY PHOTO
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it'a nat unusual for him to work
on his projects into the early
merning hours, he adds.

“When I do work on it, I put in
about six hours a night,” he says.
“Then there's the four hours of

- just ataring ot it in the middle of

the night wondering what 1 did
wrong,”

Without getting into the
details, the relovance of Lang's
current project is the possibility
that he is building a six-foot.
four-inch piano like no other in
the world,

Although every pinno is o one- |

of-n-kind due to the instrument’s
complex canstruction, Lang's
project is unique by virtue of the
parts that will make up his mas-
terpiece.

For one, most piano compa-
nies, especinlly the prestigious
ones, don't allow individuals to
buy parts even for restoration or
repair, In Lang’s case, he was
able to obtain parts from piano
companies that have long been
out of business. He's also com-
bining parts from different mak-
ors,

“You remember when they
were putting Chevy engines in
Oldsmobile cars,” he says, trying
to convey the exact nature of the
project, a rebellious experiment
in combining eclements that
weren't made to go together.

“The impossible,” he says with
a belly laugh that heaves
beneath o gray sweatsuit person-
alized by his children’s handi-
work with pmnl “I've done the
impaossible.”

But Lang will just as casily
tell you the project may not yield
an original work. “I could be

bailding the first one, but any.
timo you think you Te domx
nwmcthmg first, you're not.”

" And although Lang is confi-
dent his labor will net a premier
instrument, he'a also aware of
the downfalls of his boldness and
tho fact that anything could hap-

. -
pe“Ycuh, I think I'm arrogant. 1
like to do things that other peo.
ple don't do. There's a certain
kind of.arrogance that comes
with those of ua who do things
that are unique,” he says.

But starvation would be:

preferable to not attempting the
project, not to mention, others.
(Future plans include construc-
tion of a 12-foot grand piano.)

Besides, Long's background -
having tuned pianos for individ-
uals ranging from Liberace to
Leonard Bernstein ~ seems to
warrant having a little arro-
gance,

He cven recalls Frank Sino-

tra's body guards escorting him
out of lhe “Chairman of the
Board's™ dressing room prioy to
completing his mnmg job on chc
star's practice piano.

Lang also grew up under the
spell of music, His mother was
an opera singer and family
friends were primarily musi-
cians. He started piano lesasons
at age 8 and attempted to tunc
his own piano when he reached
16.

“l was practically six years of
age before I realized that every-
one couldn't the play the piono,”
he said. “I consider myself a fair-
ly good musician...But I don’t
know what [ like better ~ build-
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