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POINTS OF VIEW

- Managed care not necessarily good for your health

I n 1897, for tho first time in history,

health caro costs in the United
States soared past tho Lnllmn

i

get talks of 1887, thanks largely to
protests from the Older Women's
League and other organizations that

accounting for almost 20 pen:cm. of
the total. Medicare is in big trouble
financially, with spending in 1896
totaling $199 billion, 13 percent of the
federal budget.

With the i di of

d for the nging.
in an attempt to control costs, the
Health Care Financing Administra.
l.mn (HCFA). which oversees the
p has been
mg zo move subscribers away from
] fee-for-service care into-

the baby boomers, und the increased
demand upon tho system, the pro-
gram could face bankruptey unless
major changes are made, and quickly.
With that in mind, President Clinton
and !:lonac n:ld Senate leaders have

d 2 biparti iy

| Medicare HMOs have been conduct-

Health Maintenance Organizations
(HMOs). In aeIected areas [ the coun-
numerous Medicare HMOs are
already in operation, Locally,

ntrt;dy Medicare and develop measurea
to cont«m!l costa, Among measures the

ing i t drives, and
in 1998 the number of Mn:hlgun per-
sons enmllod in such plans increased
hroefold

is likely to ider ngain
aroe mcmmlmg the age of cligibility,
raising premiums for wealthier sub-
scribers, and privatizing the system,
All of these were rejected during bud-

Column’s message about

The National Association of Scc-
ondary School Principals, meeting
this week in San Dicgo, awarded this
column an honorable mention in the
newspaper category. It first appeared
in May 1997,

hristianity is a great religion.
' My favorite. But some Chris-

tians ~ the practitioners as dis-
tinct from the theology - have an
oafish propensity to shove their reli-
gion into others’ faces. Worse, they
have the ill manners to try to use gov-
ernment to do it.

So it waa when State Board of Edu-
cation minority members Clark
Durant of Grosse Pointo and Gary
Wolfram of Hillsdale filibustered laat
month against a proposed new “mis

. sion statement.”

M,

d care is fast t the
norm in health care t.hroughout the
country because of {ts capitation.fea-
ture, with ono monthly charge for ser-

classical allusions to liberty.

The board will have the votes May
16 to approve the new, common sense
mission statement 5-3, unless Durant
and Wolfram, supported by their
cheerleader Sharon Wise of Owosso,
egain decide to filibuster.

In his 30-minute monologue,
Durant quoted Presidents Washing-
ton, Jefferson, Madison, Lincoln,
Kennedy and even Clinton; U,S. Chief
Justice Roger Taney; Martin Luther
King Jr., and the hobgoblin Friedrich
Nietzsche — all of whom have one
thing in common: They had nothing to
do with Michigan's public schools and
never were public school officials,
Indecd, the three most quoted lived
prior to Michigan's becoming the first

‘GUEST COLUMNIST

vice, no matter how much or how lit-
tle care is given. Under fee-for-ser-
vice, physicians and other health caro
providers are rewarded for doing
more: under managed care, they are
rewarded for doing less. The fewer
services performcd the groater the
profit margin, Herein lies the danger.
HMOs can make money two ways.
They can enroll only healthy individ

als who need little care, or they can
restrict services to those who do,
denying thom access to specml.(su!
and h ion. Per-
sons who enroli in HMOs select a pri-
mary care physlunn (PCP) fmm the
plan’s doc-

does, the benefits of both Medicars
and Medigap insurance at no cosf
‘other than Medicare's Part B pmml
um, :urnnl]y“.’l&ﬂpermanth . ‘,
(mme small co-pays). Given capmi- |
tion, however, and its po(cmml for

T or denying service, man- |

| tors. The PCPooordmnm all care;

none is given without the approval of
that physician. All referrais, all out.
patient treatment, all hospitalization
must be approved (some plans allow
direct contact with ophthalmologists.
and gynecologista). Even with tho
upprovnl of the PCP, care may not be

iven.

A study of Medicare béneficiaries
by tho Inspector General's Office of

.| the U.S. Department of Health and

Human Services found substantial
dissatisfaction among those enrolled
in managed care plans. Certainly, the
Medicare HMO can be a boon to low-

income individuals, offering, as it

Rehgmus Right makes it

Northwest Ordinance (he made it &
main clause instead of a subordinate
one) and failed to point out that it was
drafted five decades prior to free pub-
lic education.

Wollram, a private college profes-

a,

The new one would make
the focus of education. The old one,
crafted in secrecy two yenrs ago by
Durant, is larded with references to

state in the Union to guarantee fme sor who hates all governmen-
public ed ion a8 a tal, bled on dnother 30 minutes
right. quoting 18th ceatury sources along
Durant nlso misquoted the “Reli- with *Sir” John Henry Newman. Well,
gion, and ledge” line N 1) was a Briton, 2) wna a

fmm the Continental Congmxs 1787

wroto about universities and 4) didn't

address K-12 public schoola as admin- .

istered in the good o' U.S. of A..
Instead, they shounld have quoted
the Michigan Constitution’s Art. VIII
which says, “Every school district
ghall provide for the education of its
pupils without discrimination as to
rohglon. creed, race, color or national
origin,” and, “Leadership and gcncml

aged care consumers need protectior,
a Consumer Bill of Rights. That bill |
should include the right to timely |
access Lo quality care by qualified |
providers of all specialties, n.longthh
a simple, casily executed grievance .
P d for lving di; <0
Before enrolling in an HMO,

-Medicare subseribers should make ’

certain they have o complete under-:
standing of both the plan's advan.
tages and its risks. As with all pur- ©
chases, let the buyer beware! .
Virginia Nicoll is the presidentof .
the Michigan Chapter of the Oldet
Women’s League. She and her hud-
band live in Farmington Hills,

a keeper

of schools: "The i
must be sotisfi ed, not only that the
candidate hos a good moral character,
and sufficient learning, but that he is
versed in the art of tenching,” .
Sawyer deplored the kind of par- :
-ents who “regard the teachernsa. -
mere servant, hired to do a job that -
nobody else can do, and fit for nothing
else,” They should have quoted Michi-

Bupervision over all public ed

. is vested in a state board of educa-
tion.” That is all the “mission state-
ment” a State Board needs.

‘They should have quoted John D.
Pierce, Michigan's first superinten-
dent of public instruction: “But the
wealth of the state has ever opposed
free schools, and yet no class is more
deeply interested in the education of
all.”

They should have quoted I"mnklm

gan Sup. Court Justices Conrad;
Mallett Jr. and James Brickley: .

“(T)he state possesses a compelling
interest in the universal education of
its children and that the certification
requirement is an effective menns of
achieving this interest.”

Durant and Wolfram rueardmd
their filibusters poorly. Their su.\g'ung
point should have been students, not
scholasticism; 1837, not 1777, -~ !

7‘lm Richard reports on the local :

K. Sawyer, our second
dent, who in 1841 eloquently defend-
ed the need for semi-annual state

of state and regional
ewnts His Touch-Tone voice mail

: the deity, to control-frenk parenta and

We name sources

hat's the difference between goasip and
Wncws? That's a timely question now

that newspapers, radio, TV, Internet,
supermarket tnbloids, Hard Copy and the New
York Times are virtually indistinguishable from
each other in the media feeding frenzy over
President Clinton's alleged sexual habits.

There used to be a bright line bctwcen news
ond gossip,

The traditi of *mai "
news medin was to filter out the trash and pass
on the truth. News was something that could
be taken at face value as an nccurate represen-
tation of an event.

Reporters cither saw something toke place
or mam.cd on quotmg by name anybody who

) d that had b d. This
practice, called “attribution,” ls u valuable dis-
cipline to both reporter and news source
beeause it requires somebody - either the
reporter or the source — taking responsibility for
accuracy.

Gossip, on the other hand, usually amounted
to not much more than rumor, almost nl.wnys

We believe there ig a big difference between
community journalism and what we call “vul-
ture journalism,” Our corporate policy manual
says it clearly: “Avoiding the use of unnamed
sources is one way of building renders’ trust. It
demonstrates that we hold ourselves account-
able for the accurate reporting of information
provided by relinble and identifiable sources. If
an individual does not want his/her name used
we are obligated to confirm their information
from other identifiable sources. .

“Our policy, conaequently, is to avoid the use
of unnamed new sources.”

Vcry rnrn]y, there can be compelling reasons

unattributed and without any of the i
on accuracy or responsibility.

Over the years, the line between news and
gossip has become blurred, most importantly
through the practice of reporters’ incrensingly
mlymg on ancnymous sources. An anonymous
source is somebody who tells a reporter some-
thing on the condition that his or her name be
kept out of the story. “Sources,” or *lawyers
close to the investigation,” or even “people in a
position to know™ are phrases reporters uge to
indicate the source is anonymous.

The stories about semen on Monica Lewins-
ki's blue dress, for example, or the intern and
the president being “caught in the act” by now
have been shown to be nothing more than mali-
cious gossip without credible evidence to back
them up. Leaked to reporters, these storics
migrate at the speed of o computer key from one
medium to the other, gaining a spurious credi-
bility as they are repeated again and again.

Many reporters, especially those working in
Washington these days, rely heavily on lenks
from anonymous sources. They claim that with-
out their use of unnamed sources, much impor-
tant news would remain hidden behind a cloud
of gilence, official or otherwise.

This may be so. But you've got to wonder
about what motivates such n source. Does he
want to smear a president? Does she want to
spin the story to moke the White House look
good? How does a reporter know which is
which? And, even more importantly, huw does a
reporter aveid being uscd os long as the source
ingists on anonymity?

That's why hometown newspapers like this
one do not 18 a rule Use anonymous sources.

to use d sources, If that happens, only
the executive editor can authorize their use, and
we further require an editor’s note to accompa-
ny ¢ the slory cxplmmng whut we }mve done,
we have
not only an uhllguhon to the truth of our report-
ing but also to the consequences of our news sto-
ries to the communities they serve and to the
people they portray, we try to distinguish quite
clearly between personal gossip and hard news,
Years ago, for example, I knew a judge in
Farmi who was ionally good on the
bench, Tough; fair; probing; just. But in the
evenings he hung around the bars and, from
time to time, he drank too much, We on the
paper knew this, but because there was no evi-
dence that his private drinking in any way
whatsoever affected the performance of his pub-
lic duties, we never ran the story. Had he
turned up on the bench drunk, however, we
would have felt an obligation to report the fact
and let the chips fall where they might.

I'm not saying tlm?. the kind of community

cardinal of the Catholic Church, 3}

number ig (734) 953-2047, Ext. 1881.:
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journalism we at this is
alwnys perfect. Butl du asacrt that in our clear
awareness of the bright line between news and
gossip and in our refusal to use anonymous
sources, wo practice a distinctly different kind
of journalism than most,

‘Woe think it is better for readers, (identified)
sources and communities. We hope you agrec,

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Nctwork Inc.,which owns this

. He wel 8, either by

voice mml at (734) 953-2047, Ext, 1880, or by ¢-
mail at ppowcr@oconlinc.com
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Now Location! St.Clalr Shoros
21429 Mack Ave. » (810) 778-6142
(Notsh of Eight Milo Rd )

Doarbom Haights, Ma Heights « (sn) 2746200
(Ford Rd. batweon Inkster and Beoch Daly)
Uvonlo, MoriFivo Plaza « (734) 522.1850
(On comes of Fiva Mita and Meriman)
Novi, Novi Town Conler « (248) 349-6090
Rochester, Moodowbrook Vittage Mall
(248) 3750823

Stotling Helghts, Eastioke Commons + (810) 2478111
(On cotnet of Hall Rd. ond Hayes Ra !
Troy, Ooklend Mall « (248) 589! 1433

Wost Bloomfleldt, Orchard Mall « (248) 737-8080
(Orchard Lake and 15 Mio)
OUTSTATE:
Ann Arbor, Colonnado « (734) 761-1002
(On Ersonhower Pkwy.. wost of Brarwood Maoll)

Grand Rapids, Broton Visoge Mat » (616) 957-2145 i

(Broton RA. and Burton Rd ) »+ Open Sundoys! :
‘Okemos. Morcian Ma « (517) 349-2008 .




