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Chow Yun-Fat
is almost too
cool for Holly-
wood. The a]mly
gaze, matinee’
idol good looks,
and seomingly
limitless supply
of bullots that
have made him
a legend in
Hong Kong
translate rough-
ly in his Ameri-
can debut, “The

Roplacement Killers.”

Directed by music video veter-
an Antoine Fuqua, it only mim-
ica the stylo of “The Killer™ and

“Hord-Boiled,” movies that

cotablished Chow's mystique and
‘mede him an international
superstar.

The opening shows a mysteri-

*ous man in silhouctte (and alow
motion) enter a purplo-hazed
nightelub and systomatically
shoot up the place. He slips like
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night.

But. Chow's John Loe s no
hedrtless killer. When he rofuses
to gun down tha young son of n
crusading cop (Michael Rooker),
Leo becomes the targot of & pow-
orful Chinatown mob bosa. A
pair of hitmen (the “roplacement
killora” of thoé title) arc now
brought in to asssssinato the
assassin.

Lee's enlistment of a- pnssport
forger (Mira Sorvino) to get him
back to China puts tho relatively
innocent woman in harm's way.
At first a reluctant accomplice,
she's soon brandishing her own
guna and joining forcea with the
mysterious nlrnngon

It's no aurpnso that Sorvino
should end up in the picture,
Boyfriend Quentin Tarantino
was an early Hong Kong film
advocate and number one fan of
Chow Yun.Fat. What ia surpris-
ing is how well the actress, still
best known for quirky comedy,
knowa her way around tough

And action star Chow certainly
hasn't loat his edge. Tho camera
rightfully lingers on cndless
shntn of the swarthy actor amok-
ing, gazing, or drawing his guns_
for yot another blazing shoot-
out, This umpteenth reprise of
his assassin with a soul should
work here too.

So where does “Tho Roplace-
mcnt Killers” go wrong? Start
Kon Sanzel's script. Chow's
Hnng Kong offorts, cepecially
with diroctor John Woo
(“Face/Ofi™), had a sonse of
humor and so much {nventive-
ness that tho amateur melodra-
ma becamo ensy to watch.,

“Replacement Killors” spends
a lot of time developing charac-
ters (Rooker’s cop, for oxample)
that bring little to the story. The
whola exercisc is delivered so
atraight-faced that soveral
seenea (especially those between
Sorvino and a cocky gang leader}
can't help but elicit inappropri-
ate laughter.
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so busy posing his ncturs and
trying to look cool himself that
ho destroys much of tho fun, And

where Woo hns .an almosat -

instinctive sense of kinetic pae-
ing in his action sequonces,
Fuqua falls into the MTV trap of
junking up his action with three
showy shota in place of one good
ane. |

‘That said, there are a handful
of ideas that renlly do work in
“The Replacemont Killers.” In
one of the movie’s many climac-
tic shoot-outs, spent bullet cas-
ings tinklo against a brick lined
alleyway and across tho speak-
era. You'll think that change is
rolling out of ouy pockots.

Making Chow's character a
man of fow words was also a
smart idea on the part of the
filmmakers. What lines he does
have aro well-delivered and
apparently didn't require much
redubbing.

Director Fuqua doesn't fare
half as well, He knows the lan-
guage of the Hong Kong action
cycle, but doesn't epeak it fluent-
ly enough. Hia “Replacemant
Killers” is only a tiny cut above

SCREEN SCENE

T
-Hong Kong action idol makes ho-hum Amerlcan debut

Action drama: John Lee (Chow Yun-Fat) a prafessmnal_

assassin trying to protect his family and escape his

past, and document forger Meg Coburn (Mira Sarumor
ar surrounded by assassins in her apartment in "The

Replacement Killers.”

your run-of-the-mill action
thriller.

John Monaghan welcomes

your calls and commenta. 1"-'
teave John a voice mail messagen
dial (734) 953-2047 on a touch<
tone phone, mailbox 1866.

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movie theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Monaghan.

Detroit Film Theatre Detroit
Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward
Ava,, Detroit. Call (313) 833-2323
for information. ($6.50; $4.50
studenta/seniors)

- “Guantanamera!” (Cuba-
1996). Friday, Feb, 13-Sunday,
Feb. 15 (call for showtimes),
When an old woman's heart
gives out during a rendezvous
with a former lover, tho task of
transporting her body back to
Hoavana becomes a comedy of

“Bick: Tho Life and Death
of Bob Flanngan, Super-
masochist” (USA-1996), 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb, 18. Camedian and

performance artist Flanagan
hism

helped in his bout with cyatic

fibroais. The rest of ua get to

shure his plcusurclpnm in thm
d favorite d

Magic Bag 22920 Woodwurd
Ferndale, Call (248) 544-3030 for
information. ($2)

“Starship Troopers” (USA.
1987). 9:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
12. Giant bugs invade in this lat-
eat aci-fi thriller from director
Paul Verhoeven.

“1 Know What You Did Last
S8ummeor” (USA -1997). 9:30
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 18. A group
of young people in o New Eng-
land constal town are terrorized
by o hook-wiclding salty dog in
this popular thriller.

Main Art Theatre 118 N.
Main Streot (at 11 Mile Road),
Royal Oak. Films play through
at least Thuraday, unless noted
otherwise, Call (248) 542-0180
for information. ($6.50; $4 stu-
dents, seniors and matinee; $3

“The Sweet Horecafter”
(Canada-1987). A study in collec-

¢ from Canadian
divector Atom Egoyan in which
an entire town feels the pain
when most of l‘tﬂ chlldren are

and starred in this story of a
preacher who finds hia personal
rood to salvation, helped in part
by hia wife (played by Farrah
Fawcett),

“Osear and Lucinda” (USA-
1997). Ralph Fiennea plays a
controversial wagering priest
who finds his soulmate in
heiress Cate Blanchett. Dirccted
by Gillian Armstrong.

Star Southfield 12 Mile Road
{west of Telegraph), Southfield.
Call (248) 372-2222. ($6,50;
$4.60 before 6 p.m.)

“Wag the Dog” (USA-1997).
Raobert DeNiro plays a Washi

e 1 Ilm
Drama: Cate Blanchett as (Lucinda) and Ralph
Fiennes as (Oscar) star in “Oscar and Lucinda.”

(Robin Williams). Gus Van Sant

(“Ta Die

For”) directs.

“Deconstructing Harry"”
(USA-1897). Sce Main Art The-
otre listing above.

Windsor Film Theatre 21356
Wyandotte Street West, Windsor,
Cannda. Call (519) 254-FILM)
for specific film information,
($5.25 Canadion; $4 US.)

“The House of Yes” (USA-
1997). 7 p.m. Snturday, Feb. 13-
Sunday, Feb. 16, Independent
film diva Parker Posey ploys o
Jackie O Nassis wannabe in a

ton spin doctor extrnnrdmmre
who gets the President out of hot
water by staging a fake war with
Albania. Expect Oscar nods for
Dustin Hoffman as the Holly-
wood producer who helps atage
the ruse,
“Goodwill Hunting” (USA-
1997). Matt Damon and Ben
eck te and now star in

“The Apostle” (USA-1998).
Robert Duvall wrote, directed,

"this story of a young math prodi-

gy who befriends his therapist

COMING ATTRACTIONS

strange rel hip with her
brother over one memorable
Thanksgiving.

“Tho Year of the Horso"
(USA -1997). 9:16 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 13 - Sunday, Feb. 15, Filin
critic Roger Ebert called this the
worst of last year, and he's not
far off. Jim Jarmusch’s focus on
rock legend Neil Young puts you
in the cheap scats with a pair of
out-of-focus binoculara,

Scheduled to open friday, Feb. 13

ot the Star

Dustin Hoffman, Sharon Stone.
) w

at the Maln Art Theatro,

Based on the trua story of the Septem-
ber 1969 kidnopping of an American
ombassador to Brazil by a group of
young and often nalve ideallsts, Stars

Exclusively at the Maln Art. Sensunl
drama about & man who (s wrongfully
sent to [all, who then becomes an
unknowing catalyst In the livas of thosa
wha helped Incarcarate him,

BINQER"
Romantic comedy set in 1935 obout a
small-town wecding singer with hopas
of being the next David Lee Roth, who
falls In love with a young glr! already
engnged. Stars Adam Sandier, Drew

“THE BORROWIRS"

Film based on the popular children’s
novels about s famlly of 4Inch peopla
who live under the flcorboards of an
English country house, often *botrow:
ing" items we think wa mispiace, Stars

*SPHERR" - N

Sclonce fiction thriller based on the
best-solior by Micheel Crichton, The
story of & group of scientists who are
callsd upon to explore & massiva,
spparontly slien craft that's baon
submergad on tha ocean floor

for atmost 300 years, Stars

a ghoatly apparition-into the talk and fircarms. Director Fuqua, meanwhile, is
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Yole of two couples, one (n thelr 20s,
the other In theic 408, whose troubled
marsiages became entwined. Stars Nick
Nol(u. Julie Christie, and Lara Flynn

Boyle.
Scheduled to opan Friday. Feb. 20
“LOVE WALKED N

Suspenso drama In which nothing Is as
it scams 03 threo conspirators weave a
web around a vulnerable tamily, Stars
Denls Leary, Tegence Stomp.
“PALMETTO”

Thriller about o bitter ond disiltusioned
8x-con who returns home and I8 atfored
8 ¢honce Lo make some cosy money
Just by writing a note and making n
threatening phone call. Of course there
13 na easy money. Stars Woody Harel-
son, Elisaboth Shue.

“SLIDING DOORS"

Contemporary fove story thal follows
0ne woman's iife down two difforent
paths. Stars Gwynoth Paitrow,
Scheduled to open Friday, Fob. 27
"LES MISERABLES® )

Vigtor Hugo's epic tale of love, honor
and obsesslon. Stars Liam Neeson,
Geoltrey Rush, Uma Thurman,

“HOMEQROWN®
Comic thriifar about three farmers who *

ate ralsing a crop of pot Bad find them-
solves involved In the high stakes ganvo

af dealing in contrabond, and the duplic:
Mty and danger attendant to that endeov-
o, and quickly get in over Lheir head,
Stars Blily Bob Thorton, Kelly Lynch,

*SENSELERS"
Comedy with a hoart follows o sarias of
desperately outrageous sttempts by oa-

. pennlisss young celloge student as haz:

tries to keep his family ancet. Stors 2+
Marion Wayans,

Scheduled to open Friday, Feb. 27
*AFTEROLOW® H
Exclusivoly ot the Moln Art Thentee. A+
tale of two touples one In thelr 20s thir
other In their 40s whase troubled many
riages become entwined, Stass Nick ==
Nolte, Julle Christls, heed

“DANGEROUS BEAUTY™ M-
In & world where women have few rights;
and oro treated like property, 1he most«
captivating woman of hoe doy dores tosr
confront conventlon Lo becoma a pom't“
tul force for change,

“DARX CITY"

Futuristic thuiller sbout o man who
uwul\!!nl (n @ hotel room, oaty to discovs
or he I3 wanted for a seties of murders
he cannot romember.

"KRIPPENDORFS TRIBR™

Family comedy about 8 widowed
anthropology professor who uses ynm
money 10 raise his lomily, disgulsing his
chiidren as an *undiscovered” tribe
from New Guinea, Stars Richard
Droyfuss, Uly Tomtin, Jenna Etman,
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