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“Homecoming” concert: Windsor natives The Tea Party
<from left, Stuart Chatwood, Jeff Martin and Jeff Bur-
s - performa Friday, Feb. 13, at Clutch Cargo's.

Tea Party inspired
by Detroit’s music

Windsor,
Ontario, didn’t
exactly provide
i o musically
l inapiring child-

* hoed for Tho Tea
Party einger/gui-
tarist Jelf Mar-
tin. For a muse,
Martin looked

g CHRISTINA
FUoco

acrosa the river
to Detroit,
“Windsor

docan’t offer much as far as tho
arts. For artistic stimulation, I
would always go to Detroif. My
father would take us to the Soup
Kitchen to hear blues when we
wero young. As I grew older 1
hung out at (the legendary
underground club) City Club.
That's where you first digested
music liko Joy Division and the
Sisters of Mercy. That's what 1
graw up on,” said Martin rolling
out support for the city like o
ecroll that has been et loose,
i “Then the whole techno thing
started to happen. Club Taboo,
do you remember that? There
were all those things springing
up from Dotroit's eclectic music
saenc, One thing mest people
dBn't renlize about the city of
DEtroit is the ethnic influenge
tifat ebounds there”
“Considered o
g_ ican-American populated city,
otroit is rich with Arab, Mexi-
¢an, Polish and Greek traditions,
he explained.

*One of my flavorite stations
was WDET. That was the first
time I heard Iranian fotk music.
That city was every bit of my
influence.”

Ho and fellow Windsor natives
drummer/percussionist Jefl Bur-
rows and bassist/keyboardist
Stuart Chatwaod took those
experiences and folded it into
The Tea Party five years ago.
The latest reflection of that is
“Transmission” (Atlantic), its
fourth album,

“Transmission” sends its gig-
nal vin a 50-second acoustic gui-
tar solo and crashes hendfirat
into heavy drum beats, sweeping
guitars and programmed key-
boards that slide along Mortin's
Yocals in “Temptation.”

- .The 11-song album continucs
fo tranamit world-beat sounds
such ns Middle Eastern-inapired
melodies and Indinn-like pereus-
8ion while honging on tightly to
§tomp-worthy drum beats. It
swraps up with what Martin calls
“the porfect chill.out for the
record,” “Aftermoth.” .

“Qbviously I think the integri-
ty that we put in our music is
pretty visible. We care deeply
about the art that we make. We

primarily
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mako sure no mistakes were
made. Ultimately you make
music for yourself but you want
to make music for peoplo as well
and provide a soundtrack for cer-
tain lifestyles™

Of the 11 songa on the album,
Martin enjoya *Paychopomp” the
moat for “the drama that's inher-
entin it”

“It’s a very scnsual song. It's
almost like operatic in its
arrangement, The one thing that
my band's tried to explore is the
dynamica of music., Pop muaie
docan't go anywhere. It's so lin-
ear. To me music has to offer
mood swings. Music was meant
to be the language that's closest
the soul. What soul do you know
that's linear?”

“Transmission” has already
proved to be successful for The
Tea Party, “Temptation” has
received radio support from
WKRK (K-ROCK) and WRIF.

“We've always had a cult fol-
towing, but now with the radio
picking up on the airplay, it's
really starting to blossom.”

He attributed some of the suc-
cess to the band's new label,
Atlantic Records.

“EMI was a terrible rock ‘n’
roll label. You've got to remem-
ber, the lost act that they broke
was Vanilla Ice. They're not
going to understand a band like
Ten Party. No one was really
pushing us. We signed with new
manngement for this record and
through that they got us this
new deal with Atlantic. Atlantic
is a rock ‘n’ roll label and they
got ua.”

One organization that docsn't
understand The Tea Party, Mar-
tin said, is the Windsor-bosed
modern rock station CIMX. It
has left the band off its playlist,
Martin explaincd, beeause of
“political reasonsa.”

“Somebody there doesn't like
us.” Perhaps, he added, it's
because “our music’s always be~n
on the heavier side of things,
Modern rock for all intents and
purposes is pop radio.”

Frustrated with that lack of
hometown help on previous
nlbums, Martin moved to Mon-
treal six years ago. Burrows still
resides in Windsor while Chat-
wood calls Oakland, Calif,, home.
Martin said he always looks for-
ward to coming back to the
Detroit/Windsor area.

The Tea Party and Creed per-
form an all-ages show Friday,
Feb. 13, at Clutch Cargo's, 65 E.
Huron, Pontiac. Tickets are $15
in advance. Doors open at 7 pm.
For more information, call (248)
333-2362.
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i, Obvession, Revenged

Britain’s

By CHRISTINA FUOCO .
STAF WRITER

Lifo has been crazy these daya
for the soulful, jazzy British
¢rooner Joi as he prepares to
cmbark on his first U.S. tour.

“I've been racing uround like a
headless chicken, trying to pack
my atuff and buy clothes. I think
I've bought 4,000 shirta. I nover
know whether there's going to be
any kind of laundry service
where we're going 8o I'm cover-
ing all my bases,” said Jai, who is
known to his paronts as Jason
Rowe,

Known for his dapper clothing,
there's one item of clothing that's
not-so-mod that he jokes about
bringing with him, S

“There’s a lot of female singera
over thero (the United States). I
was over thero at Christmas and
cvery day on MTV and VH1 wero
singers like Fiona Apple and
Jowel, It sooms liko that'a the
way thinge aro going at the
moment,” he explained.

“I'm thinking I should dress in
a dress or something; show a lit-
tle angst and ploy my songs with
an acoustic guitar. I'd sell mil-
lions of recards,” Jai added with
a lough,

His dcbut album “Heaven™
(RCA) blends his affection for
‘The Beatles, his love of hip-hop,
and just about anything on the
inzz label Verve. The sultry first,
single “I Believe” transcends

You burned your

rock music’s history grosping the
aoul of Motown and computer-
ized drum tracks,

Jai and producer Joel Bogen
began writing "Heaven” two
years ago after meeting in o
nightelub.

“Wo started talking nbout
music and the next day we start-
ed writing the album, basically,”
‘o said, .

The achingly vulnerable lyrics
recall the painful years he spent
growing up in the tiny south-
westorn English village of Yeovil,
the same hometown as PJ Har-
vay, Jai said.

*“All the songa on the album
are vory much from stuff that
happened in my lifo since I was a
young boy growing up and stufl’
like that, I grew up in a amall
town and I was alwaya picked on
at achool,” the ewanky 23-year-
old aaid,

“Some of them werg really dif-

* ficult to write because some of

the things that happened to me
weren't nice. It's very difficult to
think about those sorts of things,
People try to block out thoso
kinds of things.”

His dark lyrics stick with the
characteristics of “real soul
music,” he added. The song titles
alone apell out the mood of the
record - *I Need Love,” “Cry Me
a River,” "Let Me In,” “Wishing
the Rain Away,” and *Don't, Give
Mec Away”

The title track “Heaven”

sive Rock?” There were entire
radio formate built on the
<y d and enduri

BACKSTAGE bell bottoms.
PASS Thoy b d
§ back. You

trashed your
tie-dyes. They
reaurrected. You
pitched your
platform...

OK, OK. You
get the drill,
Everything
cycles back.

The lesson?
For one, atart
hunting for your parachute
pants and norrow ties, because
they're likely next up on the
fashion merry-go-round. But
most important: never declare o
fashion dead. Subjectivity never
dies, it merely hibernates ~ only
to wake up hungrier than ever
for victims of blackmail-inducing
phatos. (*I cannot believe I wore
that!™)

Cycles apply to all fashions:
what you wear, what you listen
to, even what you eat (that's
right - even fondue has made o
comeback. I'm thinking it's a
conspiracy involving Packers
fons and the makers of Velvee-
ta). It's not that the thing our
taste abandons suddenly goes
bad, we just (probably subcon-
sciously) periodically decided
that we need to take a break
from it. Which brings us to one of
our guests this week on Back-
stoge Pass on Detroit Public
Television. Remember “Progres-

ANN
DELIS!

o g appeal
of prog rock. Prog rock ruled! It
was foreverl It had the undying
allegiance of a fan base that
would never, ever ... Hey, what's
that over there? Punk rock?
PUNK RULES!

Progressive rock was aban-
doned. Does that mean it lost
credibility? Only to the extent
that crock pots ever loat credibil-
ity. The audience simply left.
Prog rockers were the trees
falling in tho proverbial woods.

But the faithful never stopped
making their sound, and
tonight's guest band, Tiles, may
just be a harbinger of n progres-
sive rock comeback in Detroit.
The hard-rocking quartet -
drummer Pat Delon, bassist Jefl’
Whittle, singer Paul Rarick and
guitorist Chrigs Herin - is swim-
ming upstream from Downriver,
and Gary Graff will host them in
our studio for a performance.

Another of tonight’s guests
actuatly worked through a fash-
jon cycle or two to complete her
creative procesa. Elliot Wilhelm
- director of the Detroit Film
Theatre ot the Detroit Institute
of Arts and the DIA's curator of
film —~ will host film maker Josan
Wright. Josan’s soven-year
odyssey recently culminated in
the release of the film, “One
Down.,” The picture was pro-
duced by Pparallax Films, found-
ed by Josan and her partner,
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swahky Jai c

implics an upbest sang but con-
tinues with Jai's theme of o
breaking heart: “Could it bo
heaven/or is it something on my
mind/all 1 have given/to make
me think that it is fine.” The sin-
gle *I Believe® offers an ounce of
hope: “She didn't think I could do
it oll/the things, I can do them
all] believe in nothing else.”

Jai ~ which rhymes with “guy”
means “victory” and was taken
from John Lennon's “Acrosa the
Universe” — explained that his
songwriting abilities have come
a long way since the first songs
he penncd at age 14.

“They were terrible. I just
wanted to be like The Beatles.
They were complete rip-offs of
The Beatles, which has helped a
certain band beginning with an
O, hasn't it," he said of Oasia.

“1 always loved The Beatles.
That's who [ wanted to sound
like 28 well. When [ started writ-
ing with Joel for this album it
was very clear that we were
going to get all our influences
together, including the Beatles,
and mash it up and make it sort
of unique. We wanted to make
something that people could
relate to.”

After “Heaven™ was finished,
the duo took the album to a
small independent record compa-
ny, M&G Records, in England
who immediately signed Jai.
After releasing o “couple of low-
key singles” including “I Believe™

ips, who also
wrote and directed “One Down.”
Josan may be in Hollywood
now, but her roots are right here
in Detroit. She received her mos-
ters of education for educational
leadership from Wayne State
University and took a job teach-
ing chronically ill children in
Detroit for 10 ycars. Shortly
after arriving in Los Angeles,
Josan and Quan-Linh hooked up
and Pparallax was born.

Their search for material led
to “One Down,” a play by Mark
McNease about a prisoner
returning home te address fami-
ly secrets after a five-year term.
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and “Don’t Give Me Away,” tho.
label folded. ;

RCA/BMG snatched up the
album for the United States and:
roleased it in October. Next °
week, Jai will play two very dife
ferent ehows in this area - 3.6
p.m. Monday, Feb. 16, he said hg |
will perform acoustically at 3
mony House in Farmington:
Hills, and the following night hey
will be backed by his seven-piecor
band ot the Mill Stroct Entry in -

ntiac.

In Pontiac it’s “going to be a lof
like what you hear on the album
but a little bit more lively .
because it's live, | suppose. I
think it'll bo interesting for peos '
ple. I don't think peoplo will be
bored.” R

Jai will perform and sign autos

graphs between 3-6 p.m. Monday,
Feb. 186, at Harmony House,
30830 Orchard (801
of 14 Mile Road), Farmington
Hills. For more information,’
(248) 626-4533. He also performs
Tuesday, Feb. 17, at the Mill) .
Street Entry below Clutch;
Cargo's, G5 E, Huron, Pontiac.;
Tickets are $9 in advance for the! *
18 and older show. Doors open at}
8 p.m. Call (248} 333-2362 or;
viait http:/ fwww. 96 Imelt.com. :
for more information. H

Jai can be reached at;

htp: ! fwww. jai.co.uk or vig e-!

mail at joi@jai.co.uk. '

Like all good things, progressive rock returns

Quan-Linh Phi

The production was financed by
privately raiscd funds, coming inl
under $250,000. The cast of tal4
enl owns completed pring
ciple photography over 15 days
back in 1989. The budget didn't
allow for travel, so they had to
hunt for locations in and around
Los Angcles that looked likd
southern Mississippi, the setting
of the story. Also on the show!
Marsha Miro will visit the block: -
buster Monet exhibit at the Unis
versity of Michigan Muscum of
Art. That's all on Backstage Posg
on Detroit Public Television
tonight at midnight, repeated
Friday at 7:30 p.m. N

Before
the internet,
[}

Before
cell phones,

Before
ljoller—blades.
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