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Tax break /o o4

i ‘Weo boilovo

.

change-of-nddress notices just
yot, but thoy were pleascd.

. *It's still a call our board has
to make; We have o strong indi-
sation that if everything works
out the way wo think it will, we
will stay here,” Boid Hons Weck-
erlo, Bosch Broking Systems
presidont. “We still need the OK
from MEGA. which we still
haven't gof

y Michignn Job Commissions,
 Odkland County Exccutive’s
Office, Farmington Hills Eco-
nomic Development Corporation
and Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce —
and some busincss owners ~ lob-
bied for council to rethink its
position on tax breaka to compa-
nies in Boach’s case. .

Their arguments helpcd sway
counci} members, But perhaps
not as much as tho prospect of
{osing n "good corporate citizen”
that wants to build o $37 million
260,000-square foot facility here,
which would create 450 new joba
in five years.

. Bosch is being courted by Indi-
ana where, by the state's estima-
tion, it's $40 million cheaper to
do business. MEGA offers tax

incentives to make up the differ-
enco, but requires local partici-
pation,

A potential of $30 million in
tax credits overshadowed tho
Hills' $400,000 portion. Council
mombers wrostled with the
philanophlcnlnluuo like an over-

olligator hel

Hilla ol'!'culls rationalized that
the city will recoup $400,000
through focs on permits and
sewerago iated with tho

loge and public achaol taxes are
also abal

Farmington Public Schools
operating revenue would nét bo
effected, but the district’s debt
fund would loso $88,820 during
tho six yoars,

Supcnnwndenl Bab Maxfield
said in a lotter that the Bosch
abatement wouldn't hurt the dis.
trict's ability to pay off debt, But
|f the city cuntinuud to grant
“could have an

building. Since §0 percent of
taxes aro abated, the city would
atill receive 386 000 annunlly
from the Bosch expansion during
tho Bix years.

Once the abatement is up, the
¢ity would sce $339,000 in tax
revenuo - $149,000 alone from
the new facility. Boach's prea-
enco and oxpansion would raise
$1.6 million for all taxing
outharitics not to mention the
economic spin-off that 450 new
Jjobs creates.

“We beliove the costs are mini-

adverse effect,” Muf eld added.

Council sot tho stondard to
deal with futuro tax bresk
requests, They would only be
considered if: Fedoral or state
programs are involved; the city
can recapture tho losa through
other means; and the business is
a long-standing momber and tax-
payoer in tho community.

In Boach's case, council added
a term that requires the corpora-
tion to remain in the Hills at
least 12 years — twice the abate-

ment poriod — or ropay the .

mal; the benefits are
tial,” said Councllmnn Jorry
Ellia in support.

Council's nctlnn. though,
means county, community col-

Teen party from page Al

d tax money.
“It'a a very stringent penalty,
and we've agreed to it,” said

Stewart Mandell, Bosch attor-

noy.
.

get out of hand. We really do
apologize. It was an emotional
decision (to host the party) that
should not have been made, We
hed no idea that what waa going
to happen happened.”

According to Alexander, he
wanted to apologize directly to
other parents of students who
attended the party.

*I ruessed up,” he said. “And 1
want to talk to the parenta, 1
don't want to bo a bad guy.”

One Farmington High School
parent in attendance for their
guilty plens was Cathy Webb,
who happens to be affilinted
with Families in Action and is
vico president of the board of
ceducation.

“Out of every negative comes a
positive,” said Webb in the hall-
way outside Parker’s courtroom.
*This was n renl wake-up call to
our parent community to pay
attention, ask questions when
~ your kids are going to a friend’s
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house for on evening or n party.
Know the other parents, pick up
the phone and call them. Find
out what's going on.”

Webb said she thought the
remorse showed by both parents
during their statements to Park-
er was beliovable.

“I think they sincerely fecl bad
about what happened,” she eaid,
“Things did get out of contral
and often that is tho case when
you have a party like that.”

verwhelming evidonce col-
lected by police dotectivea had
something to do with the defen-
dants pleading guilty — only two
months after their attorney
requested a jury trinl. But attor-

ney Rohn Mitchell also said Grif-,

fith and Alexander did not want
to further upset the community
opple cart with students and
their parents being called to tes-
tify and be cross-examined.

“To save the obvious pressure,
trouma and turmeil this trial

an& wood may we suggest 1nlz?

would have caused, Ms. Griffith
and Mr, Alexander wish to end
this matter and faco their
respansibility,” Mitchell said,

QOakland County Assistont
Prosecutor Justin Davis reiterat-
od what he said as early as last
November's arraignment. Thers
waa no renson to even consider a
jury trial.

“The detectives thought it was
a straightforward case,” Davia
said. “They didn't think thore
was much of a trinl issue and
they (the defense) felt that way
too, because thoy pleaded
guilty,”

Davia said thore was “a lot of

that uhowcd they were guilty of
that crime.”

Much of that cvxdence was in
the form of statementa from
teens who attended the party.
Also that night, two party goers
‘ware issued citations for undnr-
age drinking.

If you're not moved: by metal, leather

; *Don't look Aow, but a Jaguor

e‘quuliy_i}hyunénl are the steady

goins lha(laxu“ur’hus m;de‘ in

every accepted measurement:
of quality and reliobility.”
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there hos ever been.”

=Car Miguzine
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aguar has always stirred emotions. For thase in:lm:d to be more
lonal, we offce the opinions of several erltics. Aulomuuva experts
ho, while driving the new X8, were movedin imore wiaysthanone.

of ltalion sensuousness..”

~Fartune

JAZ%"

Anew bresd of Jagusr

dl l-mw-u’m‘:l AR .'..m.u wos faguanan oo Kemembet, alvags svar poue safety helt and sevure chiklren in the hack seet. © 1998 fapuar Vaes

JAGUAR OF TROY

1815 Maplelawn Drive, Troy, M (810) 643-6900

Councilwomnn Batos wasn't
sold. She also voted against the
criteria for con-idorinx abate-
ments.

“Future requests, that's what
acares mo the most,” Bates said.
*“Onco wo start this where do we
stop? Each request is going to be
more difficult.”

One audience member may
confirm Bates' feara. Michael
Buford, Hella North Amerieu
pmmdnnt hed the

.Amoricn compa-

BN the costs are
-  minimal; the
Council recent- L
ly denied an exit
permit for his 4
Holla  North Je,-,y Ellis'=

—cauncxlman
ny to move to

Plymouth Town-
ship, which is
offering a tax
break, He might
moke a similar

Far Hl“l ~ Buford snid.’

ings with more than paumg
intorest,

request regarding Hella's sister
North American Light-
*If we move it, it's the sam

ing.
“If the company stays and story.”

Bx law chénges have opened
new doors for investors.

Do you know your

IRA options?

Within the Taxpayer Relief Act
of 1997 are some attractive tax
incentivas for those investing in
Individual raetirement accounts (IRAs).
The new law created two new IRA
classifications: the Roth IRA, which can
grow tax free, and the Education IRA,
designed to help families fund the rising
cost of higher education.

There are now four typos of iIRAs
available to investors:

1
« Education IRA . i
«Roth IRA .
« Spousal IRA
Traditional IRA

For moreinformation aboutIRAs
and other retirement planning optlons
contact a McDonald & Company
Investment Consultant at 800/553-2056
or 248/540-2050.
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Lighting Rxtures, Ceillng Fans, Gocks & Mirrors for Every Decor « Wiilng Supplies & Light Busbs
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ELECTRICAL Wi A 3
CONSTRUCTION, INC. il 3
37400 W. 7 MILE RD. =

LIVONIA, M1 48152 * (313) 464-2211
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MON., TUES., WED,, SAT. 9:30-6:00
THURS., FRt. 8:30-8.00




