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Greatness from page C1

hux\drnds ‘of forma hiddon ina
block of clay appear more frail
. than they did in tho phatos of o
strapping young artiat 60 years

The cbb and flow of time has
washed away much of Freder-
icks’ physical endurance.
--:Today, when Fredericks isn't

"helding a sculpting tool, or -
manipulating a fistful of c!ay.,*

he's oither vesting in: his' Birm-
ingham'homo or cluu:hmg onto &
motal-frome walker.

He moves ulnwly, cnrafully'
Shuffling along acroas the hard-
wood and tile floors.in a-classice
_designed house filled with minia-
ture models of his grand sculp-
tures.

-.Yot aven at 90, Frndurlckq

a wotkmg

Noarly every day, he travels to’

his studios in.Bloomfield Hille
and Royal Oak, where he may
work up to an hour on a u'ulp-
ture before fatiguo sets in.:

As he pours. thmugh " ‘pile of
birthday

" a major; commlulon ‘from'a wes!
orn. urnponn* country, whose *

* vato

Just holding on? Not a chance.

Fredericks {a proving that the
artist behind public aculptures
such as “Spirit of Detroit,” “Frec-
dom_of the Human Spirit,”
“Fountain of Eternal Life,”"
“Seven Saints and Soven Sin-
ners,” and “Christ on the Cross”
is breathing the eu:rnnl air of his

lnshnctive nppenl
" Recently, Frédericks accopted

name ho wouldn’t feveal. *T don’
know if I.can finight it,” ho'said,
- Who couldn't excuso him?
Frudurh:ku hasn't atoppnd .

. working sinco the mid 19306

when ha omerged na aninterna-
tional sculptor after his first big
commission, “Leaping Gazelle,”
at the Levi L. Barbour Mnmnnnl
Fountain on Belle Isle. -
- For the last six decades, Fred-

ericks sculptures have been
mcluded in many pubhc and pri-

himtoteke apill. .
- His nimble fingera pinch a t.my
tablet fmw his pill box, *Care to

join mo,” he said with a alxsht'

smile, and a glint in hin cyes.

2300 Featherstone Road
Auburn Hills, Mt 48326
248-334-2222

beep from . his wntch reminds |
- "his aculptures,” aaid Michael

Wher You
Satisfy Your Appetite
For Romance?

Right Here. Make any weekend a

romantic escape with your sweetheart. With our Lelli's Dinner
Package you'll enjoy a luxurious two-room suite, complimen-
tary prepared-to-onder breakfast each moming and beverage
receplion each evening, a seven codrse dinner for
.twoat the renowned Lelli's Inn, and trans.
1w Poriation to and from dinner. For reservalions,
call your professional travel agent, 1-800-HILTONS, or
the Aubum Hills Hilton Suites al 248-334-2222.

*"People react instinctively to

Panhorst, director of the Mar-
shall Fredoricks Sculpture
‘Gallery at Saginaw Valley sww
University.
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"Pcoplu point to the spirit in
his work,” ho said. “Many of -his
works havo helpod to'define a
publicarea™

Indecd, it probably isn’t until
_reviowing n liat of his sculptures

that tho impact of Fredericks
can be realized. (Sce chart) -

So ingrained in the collective
conacious is the “Spirit of

" Datroit,” for instance, that whon
" +the Dotroit Red Wings won the

Stanloy Cup last year, one of the

- most -ymbohc imagos reflecting

tho joy was o jersey drapcd over
Fredoricks’ downtoWwn aculpturo,

‘While Fredericks’ aubjects
include énimals, human figures
and othereal renderings — such
as the *Fountain of Eternal Lifo"
at thé Cleveland War Memorial
- his work has a distinctive
style, - "°

Basically, Frederick’s theme
reflects man’s essential attach-
ment to nature, That translates
into highly animated and emo-
tionally infused animel sculp-
tures and deoply apiritual
human.figures,

Tho mystery lies in the
implied gesture, uplifting feeling
and aésthetic balanco of the
forms.

Critics claim Fredericks® sculp~
ture haan't chnngud since his
most fertilo period in tho 19308
and 19408, when he taught at
Cranbrook.

But comparing his work to
other 20th-century sculptors is
missing the point,
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“Tbe Wonderfil World of Horses™
Wimmess the equatrian treat of the century,
inclading The Alrs Above the Ground*
Each anlmal is a work of Art, cach eider an
Artlst at work, Don't eilus the “Dandng
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‘The Superior Performance Fund

The Superior Performance Fund is superior In mary
ways. Fully-liquld, FDIC insured, And when yéu
open your new account with a minimum balance of
$25.000 In new money®, you'll earn a higher interest
rate tied o the 13-Weck Treasury Bill. So when
market rates go up, so will the interest you eam.”
Opening an acmunt'on-lin_e is easy. Just visitus at

www/llestofamericacom
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Frodoricks is foremost a primo

conduit for perpetuating the tra-
dition of Renaissance scuiptors,
Rodin and Milles,

“His work rolics on the human
figure,” said Panhorst. “It’s filled
with optimism, atamina and a
commitrment to life.”

But equally compelling, Fred-
ericks personifies the grandeur
of his grent works.

*Those who know Mr. Freder-
icks aro inspired by him,” said
Panhorst. “He symbolizes a per-
sonal commitment to do his best
at everything he does.”

Heroic heart
Sinco the late 19809, ono_par-
ticular scul has

STAIT PROTO

Gtund Rupndu, Fredericks has

continued to tinker with the clay,

form.

The origin for the sculpture
dates to Fredericks formative
yeara in the 1930s when he
spent as much time writing poct-
ry a8 sculpting.

During the last several years,
nccordmg to Panhorst, “Lord
Byron” has looked essentially
the same. At least to the uncriti-
eal eye.

Fredericks recalled cbserving
hia mentor, Milles, rowork o

aculpture long ofter it appeared

finished. A perfectionist never

rests.
his life, Fredericks

Fredericks, "Lord Byron While
the bronze sculpture appears in
the Frederik Meijer Gardens in

Tt
hns been determined to “get it
right,” an indelible philosophy
also instilled by his Danish and

Herolc: Legendary
sculptor Marshall
Fredericks in front |
of his monumen-
-tal tribute to Lord
“Byron.
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Norwegian parents,

Today, long after his col-
leagues have passed away and
the art world has returned to
explore the human figure, Fred-
ericks hasn’t stopped looking for
a challenge,

“Lord Byvon” ia both a tower.
ing reminder and a bold monu-
ment to Fredericks’ grand vision,

The mammoth sculpture of the
carly 19th-century English poet
stands as Fredericks’ alter ego.

It’s only appropriate. Byron
and Fredericks. Prolific idealiats
who believe life is a romantic
adventure,

After 90 years, time may have
weakened Fredericks’ hands,
and dulled his acnucs, but it
con’t claim a province in
restraining his heroic heart.
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