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ART IN THE. COMMUNIT

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAFY WHITER

In their stark unovenness, the
20-picces of art in Oakland
County's Community Mantal
Health exhibit reflects a unijver-
sal question: Who am I?

It's & compelling question that
resurfaces again and agnin when
reviewing the paintings, pastela
and pencil drawings in “Shadowa
and Light, en exhibit of art and
writing at the Galleria on the
second floor of the Exccutive
Office Building.

*This provides a hook for coun-

ART BEAT

ty gnvamment to support the art
of residents,” said Steve Weikal,

director of Onkland County -

Office of Arts, Culturc and Film,

*“When art is used therapouti-
cally who knows what kind of
artistic potontial can be discov-
cred,” he said,

Many of tho artists are strug- -

gling with moro than with their
art, Some aro residents of group
homes who have developmental
disordera,

‘While others may seck regular
peychiatric treatment at any of
the Community Mental Health
clinics around the county.

Through Thursday, Fel
Where: Galloria of the Oakland County Emcubvn Offico Build-
ing, 1200 N. Tolegraph Road, Pontiac; (248) 8568-0416

a umllcy fnce on bud of a flower.
has haunting

Yet regardless of mental dispo-
sition, the oxhibitors have
responded to an artistic calling.

“We want to show the public
that thero's more to the mental
health systom than getting peo-
plo off the street,” snid Kristin
Palm, community cducation spe-
cialist for Community Mental

Health.

“Theso are people with a pas-
sion to create,” she said. “I've
gained insight into many of them
just by looking at their work.”

at comes through in several
picces of art is an undiluted hon-
caty.

For instance, one painting has

eyes pecring through a volup-

What: *Shadows and Light: Oakland County C ity Mental
Health 1998 Exhibition,” Works in All Media and Writing
When: Th b. 26 tuous rose.

If the Rorshach Test provides
insight into personality traits
and disorders, then the art in
“Shadows & Light® offers a
glimpse from the captain's chair
from which these artists are rid-
ing.

Meanwhile, the pootry that
accompanics the exhibit is more
direct and incisive.

While some of the poetry reads
with the despondent ery of a

journal entry, other picees cn-p
ture an immediate tone.

Poct Julic Eliason’s “ancd
Pain” captures the bleak rhyf-hm
of depression.

Elinson writes: *I am the wo
in your brain that koeps ygu
from thinking. To know you are
alone is blackout time, It is bot-
ter to pretend than face realitys”

Coming to grips with reality
and questions nbout scl!hood'il
seldom easy,

The visual artists and poets: 1n
*“Shadows & Light,” show a gm:
deal of cournge and talent i Ja
sharing their visions,

LADY Di DRESSES AT CRANBROOK

“Five Dresscs from the Collec-
tion of Diana, Princess of Wales”
will premicre at Cranbrook Art
Museum. The collection will then
embark on o worldwide tour to
Russia, Japan, Australia and
England through 1893,

The five dresses are the pri-
vate collection of Ellen Louise
Pectho, a commercial interior
designer for Design Ideas of Port
Huron.

The collection, which was
obtained ot the Christic’s Auc-

-

tion in June 1997, includes a
ploated tunic dinner dress
designed by Catherine Walker, a
black evening dressed worn at
the gala dinner at the Royal
York Hatel in Toronto in 1986, a
white strapless dinner dress, a
dance dress of emevald green
silk, and a red dance dress in
spangled silk chiffon designed by
Bruce Oldfield.

Cranbrook will offer “timed
tickets” to the exhibit. Ticket for
the apecial exhibit ia $10 for
adults, $7 for children.

DanCi ng from page C1

Only a limited number of
patrons will be allowed to enter
the muscum each hour. Tickets

T

will co-host a scries of preview
events on Monday, March 8.

contors, including Hudaon’s,
Harmony House and Block-
buster Music. To charge by
phono, call (248) 646-6666.

For group salea of 16 or more,
contact the art muscum, (248)
645-3361,

Proct from the exhibit will
benofit the children’s programs
at Cranbrook Art Muscum.
Cranbrook and Women 2 Women

DIA $1 MILLION

ART QIFTS

The Detroit Institute of Arts
has reccived three gifts of
African art valued at more than
$1 million.

‘The African art objects range
from utilitarian, ritual and cere-
monial,

The gifts include n wooden
sculpted palace door, created by

Yoruba court artist Olowe of Ise
for the palace of Ikere, ciren
1926; a 19-inch wooden sculp-
ture used by chiefs as emblems
of status; and, a wooden sculp-
turc created to improve commu-
nication between the human and
supernatural world.

0U MUSIC PROFESSOR AMONG TOP
COMPOSERS
Lettie Beckon Alston, a Lath-

rup Village resident and associ-
nte professor of Music at Oak-

Innd Ul‘llvc!‘ﬁl , Was o finalist in

can Compnaera Residency &
National Symposium.

Alston's entry was ‘B\b]lcol
Women,” composed for soprand,
bass, narrator and orchestra. ¢

Alston is the first Africon-
American composer to hold a
doctorate of musical arta d
from the University of Michigas.
Her works have been performed
by the Pontiae-Onkland Sympho-
ny and Warren Symphony.

plies and jumps to d at

mere introd of a bronder

Harrison High School in Farm-
.ington, Quarton Elementary in
‘Birmingham and Southfield
: Lathrup High School.

'A subtle opening

Dance an entertainment? Sum%
of

perapeetive,

“Our goal is to make the stu-
dents more culturally aware by
exposing them to dance,” said
Adricnne Klemme, director of
theatre at Southfield Lathrup,

“It's a powerl‘ul way to get
them i d in the h

Offering a deeper
«the incredible discipline and
-physical conditioning of dancers?
‘Undoubtedly.

But can an insular art form
known for lithe ballerinas and
cthereal choreography be o cata-
1yst for social change?

Like Balanchine's finest chore-
ography, Dance Theatre of
Harlem influence is subtle - a

ties,” she said.

Basically, “Dancing Through
Barriers” introduces the fundo-
mentals of dance with an empha-
sis on how participating in a rig-
orous discipline can enhance
physical dexterity and build self-
eateem.

“There’s a feeling among some
that the fine and performing arts

are extracurricular,” said
Klemmo,

*“We nll know that math, sci-
ence and English arc important.
But dance is also another way to
teach.”

Arguably, the Farmington
orea is in the vanguard of inte-
grating dance into the curricu-
lum.

“Anytime you can sce the real
thing it'll heighten your appreci-
ation of dnncl:. said Paul Bar-
ber, music program director for
the Farmington School District.

With last fall's $93.1-million,
28-year bond, funding is avail-
able to add more arts programs

to the curriculum, Barber said
there are also plans to establish
dance studios in each school in
the district,

In addition, Borber expects the
Detroit Donce Collective — one of
the region's fincst modern dance
groups — to increase their teach-
ing to local students.

Detroit Dance Collective per-
formances and master claases
were the centerpicce of last
Deecember’s insugural Festival of
Dance in Farmington. The week-
long dance fest was an unquali-
fied success in fostering interest
and student participation, asid
Barber.

Yet the lesson preached by

Dance Theatre of Harlem lics
beyond simply sttracting new
legions of dancers.

“We've come to expect instant
gratification in our socicty,” said
Laveen Naoidu, Dance Thentre of
Harlem instructor. “It's hard to
convince teenagers to put in
hard work to get the reward in
the long-term.”

But that's the dnm::: company's
message.

“Where you're fram or the color
of your skin doesn't matter,” said
Naidu. “It's all about what you
do whcn you have an opportuni-

Fnr anyone who needs to be

convinced of the power of dnnce.
perhaps the best evidence 18
wntchmn Bance Theatre uf
Harlem in action.

In the Inst year, Dance Thu-
atre of Harlem has added nine
new ballets to its already expan-
sive repertoire. :

The purpose of the cc]ectfl:
repertoire, said Noidu, is to
make dance more accessible,

*For years, ballet has been np
exclusive field,” he soid. “Right
now, we're ot the stage of break-
ing down myths about ballet.” «

And. hoping, too, thercll be &
domino effect.

{ «:‘.‘.
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Only At The Ambassador Duty Free Store

merchandise purchased,
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US RETANL PRICE US. RETAL PRICE US RETAIL PRICE
$25.41 $16.39 $17.99
EVERYDAY PRICE U5} EVERYDAY PRICE {US)  EVERYDAY PRICE lus;

$11.88 $9.78
wiHst wie  winin )
$9.16 $11.30 $9.30

The Ambassador Duty Free Store
is offering an unbelievable return on
your U.S. dollar. Only at The
Ambassador Duty Free Store

is your U.S. dollar worth

$1.50 Cdn. on the value or

Dllr?&ﬁuﬂ[

promotion.

The Ambassador Duty Free Store offers
tremendous savings on world-class
merchandise. Take advantage of the
strength of the U.S. dollar on every
item you purchase

during this special

o e o WINDSOR
THIS PROMOTION VALID EVERY TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY IN FEBRUARY e Clean, Spacious Washrooms e Lighted, Secure Parking » GST Rebate Contre » Open 24 hours « Call (519) §77-9100

US RETAN PRICE US RETAR PRICE US RETAN PRICE US RETAR PRICE
$58.30 $50.88 $104.94 $104.99
YR puTYTeE

EVERYDAYPRICE (US| EVIRYOAYPRICE US| EVERYORYPRICE (US]  EVIRYDAY PRICE (US)

$42.25 $36.99 $66.27
Rt FREE venie FREE

WITHSISOEXCHANGE  WITHSISDENCHANGE  INITHSISOENCHANGE  WiTH $1 50 EXCHANGE

$40.16 $35.16 $63.00 $76.66




