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Cruising makes everyone first class

“BY BETTY SWARTZ
J!?IY!J(‘IAL WRITER

B .

Whip off the winter conts and
“now boots and don your sun
-hathing attiro — picture yourself
“relaxing and inhaling the balmy
spreezes of the sea while on a
eruise, February, National
«Cruise Vacation month, is here,
enlightening the public about
t)\c pleanures of cruising. -

.« Gone aro the “olden” daya of
muiling where there wos o cloas
inction on every ocean liner —
t, second and semetimes
third clasa categories. A definite
- barrivr exigted onboard between
the very rich and the not-so-rich.
Todny, cruising is for everyone
and everyone is treated in a
first-cluas fashion, It doesn't
‘matter it you have chosen the
{eant expensive cabin or the most
“pxpensive suite on a ship.— all
will be serviced and pampered
-hko the rich and famous.

Cruiso ships today offer the
ultimate vacation that at one
time may have been only a
dream. This year there are eight
new ehips scheduled to debut -
these, plus the ones that entercd
the market last ycar and the
onck on the drawing boards, all
claiming to have the Intest in
this and that, are being built to
accommodate the 92 percent of
North Amoricons whe have
never cruised,

The list of new innovations
goes on and on, to the point thut
ships of today ure beyond one's
imagination. Experience spa
thernpies, fitnoss programa,
computer rooms and the lateat
onboard technology; passengers
can book shore excursions, order,
room service and even have a
hand in the casino action right
from their cabin. One new ship
coming out will have a golf club
with o putting green and golf

YGREAT ESCAPES

" Great Escapes features various
“fravel news items. Send news
“teads to Hugh Gallagher, assis-
tant managing editor, Obscrver
‘& Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI
48130, or fax them to (313) 591-

279.

TELL US YOUR SYORY

We want to hear from you?
vou been someplace inter-
? Have you had a special
adventure? {s there o quict
islond you'd like to recemmend
or » highly promoted place you'd
fike to warn against? Do you
have special tips for other travel-
ers to make their journcys casi-
er? Have you met some interest-
ing people in other countries
that you'd like others to know
about? We want to share your
starics and your color pictures on
Euur travel page.

Call Hugh Gallagher ot 734-
')"y.’!-zl 18, or fux him at 734.591-
17279 or  c-mail  him at
:h].d“lll,[\ul("\w homecomm.net
)
'
1 CRUISE NIGHT
1 Robert and Ritn Poicwski of
iCruiseOne Inc. will present a
+“Cruise Night™ at Westland Bowl
7 p.m. Thursday, Feh, 19. The

“Cruise Night" will focus on-Car-
nivat Cruise Line's Sensaation's
Qct, 17, 1998, cruise, Admission
is free. Far reservations and
more information, call {734)397-
9670.

SHANTY DAYS

Caseville is holding its Shanty
Days, Feb. 20-22. This winter
festival features n polar bear dip,
ice rescue demonstration, magic
show, demo derby, hayrides,
snow golf, chili cookoff, ice fish-
ing and other events, For more
information, eall the Caseville
Chamber of Commerce at
(800)606-1347.

HONEYMOON CHOICE

A rccent survey by Modern
Bride magnzine has named the
Carnival Cruise Lines the best
cruise value for huncymooncers,
The publication’s first-cver
“Travel Agent Honeymoon Sue-
vey™ asked more than 3,000 hon-
eymoan specinlists their opinions
regarding cruise lines, hotely,
resorts, vacation destinations
and various ather travel-related
categories. The result was fea-
tured in the December 1997/ Jan.
uary 1998 issuc of Modern Bride.

BLOCKBUSTER ART SHOWS

gimulator and a visual-renlity
arcade. Wo can only bo awed by
what the year 2000 may hold.

The bygone era of cruising,
where formal attire waa the
appropriate dress for every din-
ner and being “properly dressed”
for daytime nctivitics was tho
norm, has been replaced by the
casunl and comfortable attire of
today. Yes, formal nights are
still on the ngenda (two formal
nights on a seven-day cruise),
but also available is the nlterna-
tive dining eption ~ a casual
restaurant thot one can choose
instead of “dressing up.” Day-
time wear is whatever plenscs
you (no bathing suits in the din-
ing room} - just like a land
resort vacation.

Recall seeing “nannies,” pie-
tured on the occan lincrs of yes-
terday? Today, the children are
busily engaged in apecial pro-

grams directed by qualified
youth counsclors on just about
overy ship. Many include com-
puter hi-tech nctivities oriented
toward children. Evening pro-
grams for children are usually
available — if not, baby-sitting
services are generally available
for a nominal fee.

The cruise industry is aware of
the wants and nceds of today's
pansengers; hence, all of the
numerous enhancements in
today's world of cruising are
geared to the lifestyle of the "90s.
Don't lct the opportunity of
cruising pass you by - get on
board and “sec what's out at
seal”

Betty Swartz is a cruise coun-
selor at Cruise Selections Inc. in
Troy. She can be reached at
(248)643-6868 or check out her
computer site at http:! ! www,
cruisesclections.com.

Fine setting:~
The Centrum
is the focal -
point for the

2, 354-paxaen-
ger Majesty o

the Seas, part
of the Royal ;
Caribbean ‘@
Cruige Line. -

Two major art showa will open
in Toronto this June, both on
loan from British institutions,
the Victorin and Albert Museum
und the Courtauld Institute of
Art. Each will offer timed admis-
aians for catry.

More than 70 Impressionists
and Post-Impressionists master-
picees will be an view at the Art
Gallery of Qntario, June 10 to
Sept. 21 from the Courtauld. The
exhibit will fenture works by
Monet, Degan, Cezanne, van
Goph, Gaugin, Seurat and oth-
ors.

The Royal Ontario Muscum
will present “A Grand Design:
The Art of the Vietoria and
Albert Muscum,” a sweeping

exhibition of paintings, sculp-
ture, design, fashion and decora-
tive arts, June 21 to Sept. 13,
The exhibit featurcs such items
as a DaVinci notebook, o Dick-
ens' manuscript and furniture by
Chippendale and Macintosh.

For more information on
Toranta, call Tourism Toronto at
(800)363-1990.

WORLD TRAVEL 101

Hostelling International-
American Youth Hostels World
Truvel 101-Budget Travel work-
shop will be held 1:30-3:30 p.m,
Soturday, Feb. 28, at 3024
Coolidge, Berkley,

Workshop will feature infor-

mation on how to plan and pre-
pare: for your trip abroad, what
and how to pack,where to stay
and how to get around when you
get there,

Sponsored by the Michigan

Council of Hostelling Internd-
tional-American Youth Hostels.
No charge for the workshop but
reservations are required. Call
{248)545-0511 for more mfmm
tion.

March 6-22, 1998

© Organized Children’s Activitiea

- Subject to Occupancy
* Chililren's Menus
© Indoor Pool with Sauna & Jucuzzi
* It Sercen TV Moyl
+ Qutdonr Skating
.t rn«( ountry

America Line
4 THadITIos OF 11CIlLEmCLe

To take advantage of these and other specials, coll o wisit AAA Travel Agency

ALASKA CRUISE

CARIBBEAN CRUISE

7 days, for sclected sailings through 3/28/98

7 days, for selected May 1998 sailings

50% OFF )
50% OFF
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Serwcr Fee !
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(GREECE & THE ARGEAN

Joln Amy Hayes on n hosted, 11-day tour, including a 3-day Crulse.

Tuke $50 off, if you book by 3/20/98.
Includes roundtrip air fare from
Detroit, all transportation on land
and at sea, sightsceing, hotels,
21 meals, tax and service charges.
For n brochure, call . . .

* Image Travel.Inc.
.; . Ph: 800/968-9089

$2110

May 16 to May 26

Rig. $144 s0p
+$50 Qedate
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Highest Overail
Customer Satisfaction
Among Satellite/Cable
1) Suhscnners
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Crntoencr
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‘ For More Inlormallon call Pat Elluns
1-800-254-3803 ext. 57144
or (517) 448-8357

I Deluxe Rooms Start at *90.00 Cdn. + Tax l

Call: 1-800-387-2324 or 1-519-238-2324

Web: www.onkwoodinnresort.com
Bitgurs Eastof Oaktend County, Mirhigan
Doz 400 Grand Bend, Ont. NOMITO
Resort

Visit Boyne and celebrate!

50 years for §50. ).
What could be better?

Take nd\.'nmngl: of |
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Nt nraitoble during bolidayn. Seaks, tas aed
prarwiles rat inclwed.

Kids B & under oki & vleep FRE

\

Boyne Mountaifiy

Bogne Highlands
616.549.6000

800-GO-BOYNE

nboyne.com

Prica por paron,
1 chunge snd ity mm&mmm

34802 Woodward in Birmingham 248-433-8211

26026 Southfietd Road in LalhrupV’!Iage 248—443-8989
25 E. Long Lake Road in Troy/Rochester 248-879-5604
38751 W. 12 Mile Road in Farmington Hills 248-553-3337

Methertands, Bahacead.

XX

]ust How Quiddy Can
Burnout Fade Away?

Discover For Yourself.

1t's casy wilh Hilton's BounceBack Weekend. Come as carly
as Thursday and rekindle your spitil with someone you love.
Al Novi Hifiltort and Southfield illon Garden Inn,
enjoy a iee, freshly prepared Continental hreak-
fast cach day, or trade up to a full breakfast. At
Hilton Suites, cnjoy a free (ull breaklast and com- § N
plimentary evening beverage reception. And, at Northfield
Hilton, enjoy a free full bieakfast buflfet. You can make reser-
valions online al www.hilton com or call your professional
travel agent, 1-800-HILTONS, or a NHilton in the Detroit area

DETROIT AREA: Aubum Hills Hilton Suites
248-334-2222 $109, Delroit Metro Airport Hilton
Suites 313-728-9200 $89. Northficld Hillon 248-879-2100 $89,
Novi Hillon 248-319-4000 $89,
Garden tnn 248-357-1100 $85.

GREATER DIETROIT
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