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Thnntru Dapurtmant came out
for,the auditions -~ many having
pulied anall-nighter at Kinko's,

1'copying. sheot’ music’and prop- .

ping “Rent” songa — in caso thoy
made jt to calibacks,

Heather Boll and Jamie

Richards, who porform at St. *

Dunstan’s Guild of Cranbrook
and Nancy Gurwin community
theaters, amaong others, came
prepared for a long day of wait-
ing. In the massive gymnnsium-
lika registration room, they were
bulking on carbos with Pep-
peridge Farm chocolato chunk
cookios, Ritz Bits and Nutter
Butters. Others imbibed on
Gotorade, Diet Coka or water.
Or munched on pretzels, apples,
Einatein Bagels, potato chips,
oranges ond Schlotzky's Doli
food from around the corner.
Natalio Ross never goes any-
where without Kleenex and Rico-
la lemon mint lozenges,

arvived at 7:30 a.m., she was
21st in line, The seniar at Lake
Orion. High School also skipped
¢lass to -be.thero, “But it's OK,
because I've got really good
.attendance,” she quickly chimed
n,

With hor Marinh Carey audi-
tion song firmly ensconced, Her-
nandez had been meticulously
planning her outfit for tho big
day for over & weck: "Something
that would make me look some-
what older and like s role in tho
show”

The result? Hip-hugger fded
jeans, black zip-up sweatshirt,
cherry red crop top sporting the

nonsensical words “Jet Curl”in’

lemon yellow type and her avery-
_day silver hoop carrings peoking
through her long, atraight ash
blonde hair. And a 1980 penny
for good luck. .

After all, it wna [ucky for
Anthony Dixon of Lake Orion
who gave H dez the penny

When Hilary Henr: d

Woman /.. c.z:

.BEHIND THE SCENES

“alter ho uurvwcd Lho l‘rut cut..

And whon she.mado callbacks,
Hernandez nnve her just-met
friend’a 1088 penny, in keoping
with their nowfoiind tradition. .
-With his guitar in hand, Dixoi
belted out “Ziggy. tardua?.‘ by
David Bowie. . . i

¢

*Do_you'know YAmazing
Grace?” Heidi:Marshall asked
the baritone from’ behind 'hor
ractangular table in the third
floor rehearsal room. “If not, just

. make-up the words. OF, you

could just ving ‘Happy Birthday.
But sing full out, I want to hear
your range ... The thing that's
important ia to hit that high ‘C”

Dixon did just that, in his olive
green Detroit Technology T-shirt,
jeans and tennis shoes — and
with more than his lucky penny.
For startors, there was his

Al'ricnn necklacu wlth the gold
‘boads and black leather strips
that & fellow sctor passed on to
him, years ago when they were
“shooting a local film togother,
‘On-his loft wrist, ho wore 4
weathered leather brocelet with
. saven whito seasholls that ho got
in saventh grido.

“It ind- mo of my sister
who gavo ‘it to me,” said the 22-
year-cld Oakland University
Shakespearo Sonnct Competi-
tion runncr-up. “And if she had-

n't loaned me her car, I wouldn’t
be here today.™

‘While actors were doing group
vocal warm-ups with Royal Oak
musician Luis Resto at the piano
in the main room, others were
singing solo in the stairwells and
bathroom stalla. They sang a

cappella. Thoy annx-wil.h their
“Rent” tapes and Walkmans.

. .Sopranos, mezzos'and more than

three tenors,

Mennwhile, back in the third
floor rchearsal room, benoath
the ornate eryatal chandolior,

‘Marshal] was taking copious

notes: “Not sexy for (the charac-

ter) Roger ... not quirky for (the

role of) Mark ... too squeamish ...

too young ... too conservative ...

too legit .. not of the ‘Rent’ wurld
"

“Kill the v1brnm. It should
come from an casy, relaxed place
in your gut,” she directed one
nervous actor in a8 reverse base-
ball hat. “It's all about the text.”

The text enrned “Rent” com-
poser and ploywright Jonathan
Larson a Pulitzer Prize, just 20
days before “Rent” opened on
Brondway April 29, 1898,

Though Karen Newman of
Franklin — the "Red Wings Own
Nationat Anthem Singer” ~ war

nursing a bad cold, she wasn't
about to misa thia audition.

“It's an-opportunity that you
can't just over turn your noso up
at,” snid Newman, who just
rolonsed her firat-selo debut
album, *Moment in the Wind,”
tocally in Detroit. *I don't havo
any kids, and I'm at a point in
my career where I can pick up
nnd go whero the work takes
me

If cast, thoy were al) rendy to
pick up and go. All 700 of them.
By the next morning, before
barely making her 1:156 p.m,
fiight, Marshall had cailed bnck
and worked with 40'potentials.

On Feb, 5, she camo Back with
the show's director to further
audition the final 16,

Of the 15, two will bo making a
trip to Now York for final audi-
tions, As of press time on Mon-
day, the two people chosen were
not yet non{' ed.

Life as a *Rent"er could be o
very good thing.

It turns out that his lordship is
actually the young man’s father
who abandoned his mother
before the young man was born.
She now calls herself Mra.
Arbuthnot and bega with her son
not to nccept the position. Mean-
while, the young man is in love
with an American woman who
represents all the puritanism,
naivety and.idealism of America.

- Cimolino is working with a

. young graduate school company
who must master the problems
of playing older, playing English
and balancing comedy with

Jodrama.

**This is an cducational institu.
ﬁbm 1 have a dual! responsibility
--m the sudience and equally to

actors,” Cimolino said. “We

make sure along thic way we are

Woman of No Importance”
By Oscar Wilde continues at the
Hilberry Theatre, through April
23:The Hilberry is on the Wayne
e University campus on Cass

learning something. Also, we

Hilberry finds a ‘level

have to look at what will pay off
for the audience.”

For Matt Troyer, who plays the
gon, Gerald, Wilde'a language is
the biggest chnllenge.

“Wilde uses wonderfully cle-
vated English text,” Troyer said.
“He's well known for his epi-
grams, several of them from this
show. But it's not unlike Shake-
apeare, you've got to bring out
the language.”

Unlike other company mem-
bera, Troyer will not bo plnymg
'bcyond his years.

“When we're trying to act 40 or
45, we have to project what’
thnu like. But when I'm playing
a 20-year-old, I say, ‘Hey, I've
been there,” he snid.

Troyer came away with a new
respect for Wilde, a controversinl
figure who was sentenced to two-

between Haneock and Forest.
Call (313) 577 2972 ﬂzr shoiy

yeors of hard labor on sodomy
charges,
“It's eeric haw this pluy pre-

- dicta the auffcnng he would go
through. I have o better appreci- |

ation for tho man. He's nat just
witty, but he has this darker
dide,” Troyer aaid.

Sarn Wolf of Rochester Hills
plays tho young American
woman, Hester, whom she says
moves {rom Old Testament to
New Toestament in her Judg-
ments of pgople.

“The way I sec her ‘she'a very
young,” Wolf said. *I was just her
age a couple years ago. [ remem-
bor how idealiatic I was, my
ideas would change the world.”

Wolf said her character has an
opinion about everything, an
cmpathy for the middle and
lower classes and stands for both

the best and worst that Wilde
saw in America.

Wolf doesn't have to master an
English accent, but she does
have to adapt o different voice.

“I'm trying to use standard
Amecrican dinlect and trying to
weed out my Michiganisms. I'm
trying to make the words beauti-
ful without making them melo-
dramatic,” she said.

Cimelino said the play can be
directed in many waya, The witty
cpigrams and high atyle of Lord
THingworth and his det can scem
quita attractivo opposcd to the
maralistic ideas of the other
characters,

“You have to choose where
you'ro going and where you're
going to put the weight,” Cimoli-
no said. “You could make this
reatly evil. ... You could make all

the good people dislikable and
maoke the bad people interest-
ing.”

He said that oddly it is Lord
Hlingworth who reprosents
Wilde, himeelf, in the play.

“The point of the play is that
in the end, he's made to hurt,” he
said. “It's very weird that he
teaches himself this lesson.”

Cimolino said he has been
working with the cast since
Decomber to get the I.one-junl'
right.

This summer he will be taking
on a very different kind of writer
when he directs Tenncssee
Williams' “Night of the Iguana”
at Stratford.

“Both were homosexual, or
bisexunl in Wilde's case. But one
wrote in the 1940s and the other

in the 1890s and that 60 years'
literally meant the difference
between life and death,” Cimoli-
no said. “But both had an affinity
for women, thoy wrote wonderful
woman churn:tcrs and both real-
ly liked women.”

Cimolino ia-tho son of Italian
immigrants who grew up in Sud.
bury, Ontario, and gradunted
from the Univeraity of Windsor.
He has performed as an actor at
Stratford but over the last few
years hos move into administra.
tive work and directing.'As asso-
ciate producer he handles
rchearsal and porformance
schedules and specint projecta.

His wile, Brigit Wilson, is an
actresa and they have two chil-
dren, a son, Gabriel, 4, and
daughter, Sophio, 2.

of importance’ in Wilde’s classic of betrayal

M The Stratford Festlval's nward-wlnnlng director
Antoni Cimolino has assembled a talented cast.

Oscar Wilde's plny. “A Woman
aof Nn Impomnco is the atory of
an E an in the lato

times nm:l htkct
BY SUE SUCHYTA

18003 who, betrayed by her lover
and rejected by society, raisea an
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out-of-wedlock child on her own.

As the atory begins, the child,
now a young man, has been
offered an important position by
an influential man. Neither
know that they are father and
son. .

When the mother lcarns of the
arrangement, she is torn. Should
she let her son rise in the world
under the tutelage of the man
who so.cruelly betrayed her, or
should she tell her son the truth?

The ‘Stratford . Festival's
award-winning director Antoni
Cimolino haa assombled a tal.
ented cast. With easo and ekill,

. the cast brnuthes life into tho

1f-

With ease and skill, the cast breathes life into
the selfcentered and self-sacrificing characters

risqué flirtation.

Among the aristocrats is Lord
INingworth, the long-ago betray-
er. He's amart enough to get
what he wants without maral
inhibitions to keep him in Jine.

Bret Tuomi plays the smug,
sclf-centered bachelor with pol-
lshcd sophmllcnuon and a lazy,
edge.

d and rificing

The play l‘;cg’inu at a garden

. party on an English estate,

whero tho conversation is anide
and irreverent.

The ahallow uppercrust of

- Britigsh gentry cave-about little

and take nothing seriously.

Bezides'being supercilious, thoy

plny a cat nnd mouse game of

His son, Gerald Arbut}mot. in
his father's opposite: bright-
oyed, loyal, and brimming with
youthful ambition, Matthow
Troyer brings thoughtfulness
and sincerity to the role, and
uses his soulful eyos to full
advantage.

Wendy Gough as Mrs. Arbuth-

not, his mother, shines as the

.anguished mother who sacrificed

her own lifc for her son's future.

Gough’s tolent and intensity
are mesmerizing. She coptured
the audience's heart with her
impassioned speeches and silent
anguish.

Sora Wolf as Hester Worsley,
the object of Gerald’s romantic
intentions, makes the most of o
role that at times is quite limit-
ing. ’

And not to be overlooked is
Peggy Johns' delightful perfor-
mance as Mrs. Allonby, the
shameless flirt. .

Gina Patterson’s lighting
design greatly enhanced the
mood, as did Brian Boyer’s sound
offects, The stercophonic bird
songa set the stage far the gar-
den party.
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