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STAYY WRITER

While volunteering to create
art with disabled children and
ndults at the Very Special Arts
Festival over the last three yeors
I've had the opportunity to
ohserve Jack Olds working in
the wings as o member of the
Southeast Region Committee of
Very Special Arts Michigan.

Olds, a Livenia artist and vol-
unteer extraordinaire, strongly
believes in the Very Special Arts
mission of providing programs
for people with disabilities to
grow, to whatever degree possi-
ble, through the arts,

It puts a smile on your face to
work with these children and
adults, and I'm sure Olds feels
the same way I do.

Always the orts advocate, Olds
for several yenrs encournged me
to serve on the Southeast Region
Committee. In June, my ached-
ule finally permitted me to join
five other members working to
produce the annual featival, and

Participants
sought for
Special Arts

The Southeast Regional Com-
mittec of Very Specinl Arts
Michigan is looking for children
and adult performers with men-
tal and physical challenges to
participate in the eighth annual
*“Celebrate Arts-Ability” Festival
Fridny-Saturday, May 1-2 at
Wonderland Mall in Livania,

Deadline for entry is Mar. 16.

The Festival showcages the
dance, vecal and instrumental
achievements of special needs
school/community groups and
solo acts from the metro Detroit
aren. Mall goers and festival per-
formers will explore their cre-
ativity through art, music and
movement activitics.

For festival performer applica-
tions, teachers and art thera.
pists should eall (248) 646.3347.

award grants to groups such as
JARC in Southfield. So, it's espe-
cially satialying to be invol

*Jack quietly warks behind the
scenes,” said Jody Conrandi-

with honoring Olds by awarding
a acholarship in his name, The
winner of the first Jack Olds
Scholarship to an adult perform-
ing or visual artist will be pre-
sented at the Very Specinl Arts
Festival Friday- -Saturday, May
1-2 at Wonderland Mall in Livo-
nia.

“I was sort of speechless when
I was tald about the award,” said
Olds, former grants director for
the Michigan Council for the
Arts (now the Michigan Council
for Arts and Cultural Affairs). “1
hope it's going to enable someone
to accompliah what they would-
n't have been able to do before.”

Jock Olds embodics the heart
n{ the Very Special Arts philoso-

'Vcry Specinl Arts is impor-
tant because it presents an
opportunity for people with dis-
abilities to express themselves in
crentive ways that are personal-
ly satisfying,” snid Olds, “and to
cnable the public to realize the
innate gift and pride of accom-
plishment in all of us.”

The Southcast Region Com-
mittee of Very Specinl Arts
began thinking about awarding
a scholarship in Olds’ name
more than two ycars ago. This is
the first scholarship to be given
to an individual. Until now only
groups have been awarded funds
to operate arts programs.
Spirit

“Jack epitomizes the spirit of
Very Specint Arts,” said  Millie
Stachowski, who will be honored
as Very Special Arts Teacher of
the Year in Grand Rapids March
4. “Supporting other artists is
what Jack is all about.”

Olds spearheaded and coordi-
nated the first Very Special Arts
Michigan touring art exhibit cre-
ated by children with disabili-
ties. One of the venues it was
displayed at was Urban Park-
Detroit Art Center in Trapper's
Alley in Greektown. This year's
exhibit will be on display at the
festival in May.
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Stark, president of the

Region Committee, “He's such a
man of integrity, so caring and
humble, You get the sense of
how much he cares nbout people.
He truly believes in the impor-
tance of tho arts for persons of
overy ability and the power of
the arts to transform.”

Connic Lott, a fellow commit-
tee member and executive direc-
tor of the FAR Conservatory in
Birmingham, added “Jack appre-
:inaea tho art and artist in all of
us,’

History in the arts

Growing up, Olds saw first
hand the positive effect art had
on an uncle with a disability.
Maybe, that's why he spent more
than three decades working as
an arts administrator and sup-
porting Very Special Arts. One
opportunity just scemed to lend
itaelf to another to help the arts.

In late 1867, Olds began a 12
year tenure as a board member
and eventually became director
of the Jowa Arts Council. He first
learned about Very Specinl Arts
after he was eleeted to the board
of directors for the National
Assembly for Arts Agencies and
chaired the arts education com-
mittee. At the time he was also a
university art professor and four
times a year flew to Washing-
ton, D.C, to sit on the Alliance
for Arts Education board of the
J.F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts, in Washington,
D.C.

“That's when I originnily got
started with Very Special Arts,”
snid Olds, “The Allinnce for Arta
Education, from which Very Spe-
cinl Arts was born as an educa-
tional affiliate of the J.F.
Kennedy Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, came about because of
the Kennedys' involvement with
the disabled.”

Special Arts scholarship triumphs over disabilities

development though music,
drama, dance, and visual arts
programs then sharing their
accomplishmenta.

Upon returning home from one
of his trips to Washington, D.C.,
Olds knew Very Special Arts
*“wag o program he was anxious
to get working in Jown.” Under
Olds direction, the Iowa Arts
Council funded money to help
start a Very Specinl Arts in the
state, The nonprofit organization
held its first festival at Luther
College in fowa.

Very Specinl Arts Michigan
offers programs in schools, hos-
pitals, nursing homes, arta and

ity centers tt 4

the stal
By the time Olds. n nnhvc of

in fall of 1979, Very Spccm! Arts
was established here so Olds
supported Very Special Arts
from his vantage point as grants
director for the Michigan Council
for the Arts. After retiring in
1990, Olds became nctive as
volunteer with Very Special Arts
Michigan, serving on the atate
board and eventually joining the
Southeast Region Committice.
He nlso joined the Livonin Arts
Commission for three years and
eventually became president of
the group.

“Karen DiChiera of the Michi-
gan Opera Theatre whom I knew
through my work at the Michi-
gan Council for the Arts was
involved and wanted to have this
festival across from the Fisher
Building at New Center One,”
said Olds. “Karen was one of the
foundera of the Southeast Region
Committee. I thought the festi-
val wns a great idea to showcase
persons triumphing over their
disabilitics through the arts.”

Since then, the Southcast
Region Committee has held
cight festivals featuring perform-
ing artists with disabilities. Look
for the showcase complete with
hunds—on art activities the first
d in May. Children and

An
founded
Kennedy Smith, Very Special
Arts cnriches the lives of persons
with disabilities by encouraging
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adult performers with mental
and physical challenges are still
needed to participate in the festi-
vat spotlighting dance, vocal and

inatrumental achievements of
special needs school/community
groups and solo acty from the
metro Detroit aren. Deadline for
entry is March 16. For applica-
tions, tenchers and art thera-
pists should cal} (248) 646-3347.
In the last few years, Olds
spent less and less time volun-
teering with Very Special Arts
because he wanted to concen-
trate on his own art. His first
love, besides wife Joan, is print
maoking. Hung from a clothesline
in his basement is o wood cut.
The sclf-portrait with his cat will
be given to recipients of the Jack

Olds Schotarship Award.
“I wanted to nccomplish cer-
tain things like and

FINE ARTS

He has done both. Through
March 15 Olds exhibits his part
of a drowing in the “Exquisite
Corpse” exhibition at the Ann
Arbor Art Center. Onc of his®
prints is also in the Alma Col-
lege Statewide Touring Print
Exhibition currently at the Sagi-
naw Art Museum

Very Special Arts Michigan
offers programs in schools, hos:
pitaln, nursing homu. arts and

centers ti b
the state. For more mf'ormu'.mnI
call (248) 423-1080.

Linda Ann Chomin ia an arts
reparter for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, If you
have an mt"u.’mg idea for d
story invol the visual or per:

having a one-man show,” said

Olds.

forming arts, call (734) 953-2145.
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While We Entertain
the Kids!

Fun for Parents:

An evening of Love and Romance!
Dine at Northern Lakes Seafood Company (meal ot included),
or experience the unique charm of downwwn Birmingham -
Just minutes away. The Evening Is Yours - Eajoy!
Fun for Kids:

* Enterainment will be provided. (Saturday evenings 7pm-10pm)
Activities include: Crafis, Games, Disney Videos, and more.

¥ $159.00°

*Halidzys Including Valentine's Weekend add $25.00
Al Reservations Will Be Automatically Entered Into A
Drawing To Win A 3" Vermont Teddy Bear.

Make Your Reservadons Today, Call:

248/644-1400

(All rooms based on vallability every Samuday through Aprl 26, 1998)
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| BCROSS
2.DEVILSHDUO

4. ROME OF ZEUS 4. SASSY LASS

6. RULER OF THE UNDERWORLD S, e —BOLT

7. OPPOSTTE OF MORTAL 6. ARRUS 7 CUMULUS

9. ONE-EYED MONSTER 9. HERO

11:00 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.

33737 W. 12 Mile Road, Farmingron Hills
(between Farmington Rd. & Drake Rd.)
Free Admission—Families Invited
Meer representatives of local and national summer programs
who will help you choose the right summer experience for kids, 3-18
* Day Camps ¢ Overnight Camps ¢ Specialty Camps
« Year Round Cultural Programs ¢ Teen Adventures and Tours
¢ Academic Enrichment ¢ Summer Employment
For information c;lll 313/8721790

CO-SPONSORED BY ©bserver & Eecentrlc b 10 . f

at Joe Louis Arena

To charge by phone (248) 645-6666
For more information (313) 983-6606

March 3 -8
"HERE’S HOW YO WIN:
Check today's
Classifieds section  cw
for contest rules!
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