Mousepads with moxie: For

. inspiration, gaze down at

these pads from Successanes. R

Desktop jazz
perks up
work stations

For a sophisticated, professional look
w your computer work swuon.dledx out
Moat of ita —_

including coffee mugs, pens, stationery,
, mousa pads, screen savers, framed litho-
” graphs and awards — featuro serene or

powerful photographic images, poired

with an inspirational or motivational
quote.

Thers are also sparts like tic
picture of a gymnast mid-flip on a bal-
ance beam, It reads,
"Courage, determina-
tion, pride. That's what
little girls are mnde of"

Mouse pads and cof-
foo mugs are $9.95
each; note pad cubes
aro $12.95
of 12 greoting cards
(blank on tho insido) is
$14.95; and framed
lithographs aro $16.95
(for a 6 x 7) to $89.95
(for a 24 x 30).

Scracn saver soft-
waro packages aro
$29.95 ench, and thers are at least four
different titles to choose from: "Attitude
Savers Volume 1,” which features 22
motivational images; "Attitude Savera
Valume II,* which contains 22 corporata
images; "’K‘ho Essence of Golf Scruon
Saver,” which features magnificent vis-
tas of 18 challenging holes; and "Great
Moments in Golf Screen Saver" with
vigws of 18 world: courses,

‘The sereen savers are on 3.5-inch
digkettes and require a PC with a Win-
daws 3.1, 388 system or better, or a Mae-
intosh system 7.1 or better. Other
requirements also apply, so read tho
packages before buying to moke suro
that they're compatible, (Screen savers
come on when the computer is idle to
prevent screen burn-out). Find Sueces-
aories atores at Laurel Park Place,
Newburgh/Six Mile Road in Livonia
(734) 691-2040; and on 8quare L]
Road at Livornois in Troy (248) 879-
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SHOPPING
CENTERED

DONNA
MULCAHY

8917,

If you'd like to have a dog, cat, or
aquarium at work, or look ugh the
Hubble telescope, or are a fan of "Juras-
sic Park,” "T Love Lucy" the late Princess
Diana, the art work of Monet, or the
comic strip "Dilbort”, then check out
theso screen savers, which require a CD-
Rom drive, among other things, and

*Dogz II" screen savers,
by FF Mng:c‘ are $19.99 cach. They let
you play with an on-screen cartoon dog
or cnt while you are working on some-
thing else (like a letter or spreadshect),

When the computer is idle, the pets nop

"Deskfnp Llfn Aq-mmne-—-thu vxrtuzixl

ited Edition, Entertainment Utility," by
Sound Smum Interactive, is $19.99,

ment Uhllly. by So
tive, is $14.99; "Diana, tho Screen Saver,
an nntholory in pictures, music and
words," by HeadGames Publishing, is
$17.99; "Monet's Passionate Art," by Sec-
ond Nature Softwaro Inc., is $14.99; and
*Dilbert — Not Just a Calendar," by
CEDCO Publishing, {s $19.99. ° Best
Buy has locations in Westland, South.
“uﬂrd.d' Madison Heights and Water-

Gail's Oﬂlee Supply Co., in Bloom-
field and Petroit,
sells n variety work space treats, like
photograph hoiders that attach to a
monitor or cubicle an
sions Scrnpbook Mouso Pnd (Slﬂ 40) by

Spemalty shop

celebrates Sweden

d ship.

BY JUDITH HARRIS SOLOMON
SPECIAL WRITER

What a charming idea for a specialty
shop.

Down a winding road, off the beaten
path, stands & red frame building with
a aky biue door. Colorful flags wave
from poles and a sign announces
“Swede Anne's Butik”™.

“This is kind of a dream I've had
gince 1 was a little child,” shid owner
Anno Bentley, whose parents migrated
to Michigan from Sweden bofore she

was born.

When her husband Ron, a Troy
School District counselor and principal,
rotired after 35 years, they both decid-
ed to pursue Anne's dream.

“We wanted a country place store
with the ambiance of the countryside of
Sweden,” she said. “Ron is not a builder
by trads, but he designed and built it.”

With its natural plne walls, natural
ook floors, big warking fieldatons fire-
place, red exterior and blue door, the
shop is meant to resemble a Swedish
home.

Inside, there is n fantastic smorgas-
bord of producta from all of the Scandi-
navinn countriea,

*“There arc no other stores liko this in
lower Michigan,” Anne proudly boasta.
“But, there are some in the upper

Talk about niche marketing ... Swede Anne’s
Butik boasts the only sho
! peninsula for lovers of all that is Scandina-
vian, It's open, of all places, in Orion Town-

in the lower

peninsula. Norway is known for ita
sweaters and Dale of Norway ia the
most popular of all of the companies, I
have every pattern that Dale has —
maybe 70."

And right now, customera are flock-
ing to buy Dale's U.S. Winter Olympic
Team officinl aweater. Available in a
red or dark blue, the sweater ($210)
haa a snowflake design and an official
Olympic patch.

Also from Norway, are Lillunn conts
and jacketa that are sold in only a few
boutiques in the US. The awner of Lil-
lunn, Unn Dale, is 70, and was once a
top fashion modcl in Paris.

Princess Diana was photographed
wearing her powder blue Lillunn coat
with the white polar bear design. Jane
Fonda hns one too, but hers is black.

From Sweden there are beautiful
glass objects. While most Americans
are only familiar with Orrefors. Anne
paints out that there are 16 glass facto-
ries in central Sweden within a 20-mile
radius who “do the same type of high
quality as Orrefors.” Swede Anne's
stocks glass items from Sca, Lindsham-
mer, Nybre and Bergdula, “the four
best known companics beyond
Orrefors.”

Denmark is represented by wrought
iron chandeliera and candie holders,
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Marketing marvels: Anne and Ron Bentley work together inside
their Scandinapian merchandised boutique. !

plus a wonderful selection of ]
shaped candles. Finland contributes
cloth wall hangings, fine wood hand-
carvings and Ittali gloss.

Swede Anne'a stocks a mouth-water-
ing array of foods imported from Secan-
dinavia. There are 12 different types of
herrings, lingonberry jams, crockers,
cookies, cheeses, bottled gloggs, a
Swedish vanilla sugar “that's great for
cocking” and cven canned reindeer
meatballs.

The store also has a terrific potpourri
of informational and travel-oriented

videos, and bocks.

True Swedish aficionadoa can got
their fix from joke books about Ole and
Lena and from children's books about
the beloved Pippi Longstocking.

And let us'not forget the wide array
of items that feature Dala horses, the
symbo! of Sweden.

“Swedes are so into their horses,”
Anne insisted. “They will buy anything
with horses on it.”

Find Swede Anne's Butik at 948
Baldwin Road in Orion Township (248)
814-9000.

Plaza becomes the place for parties

BY BARB PERT TEMPLETON
SPECIAL WRITER

Making party arrangements that
include beautiful invitations, a grent
photographer and lota of fresh flowers
usually mcans plenty of running
around town. Unlesa of courae your

willing to travel to Southfield and get
all three details taken care of at once.
Providing one-stop shopping to fraz-
zled party hosts is the idea behind a
trio of stores that recently opened in
La Mirage Plaza at 12 Mile and North-

_western.

ProTo Y LavRrsce R McKex
Party time: Deborah Goldfine-Weisserman (left) poses with
daughter Maureen Mansfield in their new location in La Mirage
Plaza, Southﬁeld

The unusual approach teo shopping is
represented in the small center, which
houses just cight stores, in the three
shops in a row that cater to customers
planning everything from birthday
parties to bar mitzvahs. The Rain For-
est Florist, Gary Miller Photography
and Deborah's invitations are neigh-
bors in the recently renovated plaza.

"I think it works out real good hav-
ing all three of us here together,” said
Maureen Mansfield, a co-owner of Deb-
orah's Invitationa, "And there's talk
that a fourth spot that is empty right
now may be for a limo service."

Mansficld, who operates the store
with her parents, Harold and Deborah
Weisserman, new having the floriat
and photographer nearby "would be a
big draw" for her shop when she signed
the lease lnst yenr.

C B Commercial is the firm that

“There's lots of walk in traffic here
and it's been very, very, profitable," she
said. "We are very pleased with this
location." Actually new to the business,
Mansficld said her Mom has been cre-
ating customized carda for 30 yenrs.
Mrs. Weisgserman began her career
working from her home before later
moving to an office building in South-
field in a spot she occupicd for many

years.

When Mansficld agreed to begin
learning the business and working in
the store last year they decided to take
a chance on a new loeation.

"My Mom is so good at what she does
and i8 so well known in this business
that what we were really nervous
about was the huge rent increase,”
Mansficld said.

Deborah's Invitations is housed in a
1000 square foot shop that prides itsell
on ing to the needs,

leased the space at the ped cen-
ter. The company specializes in the
sale and leasing of commercial real
estate property. Scnior Vice President
Jim Stokas agrees that having one
location which includes three party
planning services ia unique.

"This would have a destination type
use where somcone, say a bride from
Royal Oak, would make n special trip
to visit the plaza because it is one stop
shopping,” he said.

‘While Mansfield would tend to agree
with that assessment she has alao
found the flow of customers just drop-
ping in to sec her new store is steady.

"Some people are happy to look in
the books and select something but
others prefer a more custom look,”
Mansficld said. "We do a lot of person-
alized items and specialty things "It's a
great business because you are always
working with people for n happy oeca-
sion nnd you get to be creative too," she
added.

Deborah's Invitations is open from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondny-Friday and
10 n.m.’to 2 p.m. on Saturday. Hours
are flexible to meet customers sched-
ules. Call 366-2464.

News of special events for shoppers in included.

' Send information to: Malls & Mainstrects, c/o The

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 805 East Maple,
Birmingham, MI 48009; or fax (248) 644-1314. Dead-
line: 5 p.m.Wednesday for Sunday publication

SUNDAY, FEB. 22
Puppet ahow

Performed daily nt 7 p.m. Saturdays 11, 1 und 3 pm,
Sundayat 1and 3
MeadotvBrook V'llagc Mall.
Adams/Walton. Rochester Hiils.
(248) 376-9451.
TUESDAY, FEB. 24

notes can be displnyed under tho mouse
pad's clear tracking surface.

Galil's, like Office Depot and other
such stores, carries whimsical mouse
pads featuring Mickey Mouse, Loonoy
Tunel characters, and Dilbert. -

you'd likn a mouse pad that shows
your allegiunca to tha Univarsity of
Michigan or Mi vouity.
chock out the B! Dcn nt uuml

' Placo, Livonia.
Andi{youdllknmhnveywrfnwﬂm .

photograph copicd onto a mouse pad or

coffee mug, visit the "Mug-Em’

Bhopp! Center. mouse
su'da aro $15.76 and mugs are $16.765 to
17.92. .

" Art clothlng show

" booth .
across from B, Dalton at Westland

Pum McMahon presents her unique spring collec-
tion in exquisite fabrics and trims from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. at Neiman Marcus through Fob, 25 in the Cou-
ture gnlan. Informal modeling from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

i days. -

Somerset Collection South,

Big Beaver/Coolidge. Troy.

(248) 643-331
THURSDAY, FEB. 28

Meet local artisan/designer Jennifer Sly Kirk and

" enjoy a apring show of her unique jackats, vests and

coats from noon to 7 p.m, Refroshments served.
seo the latost belts, purses and jewelry from Brlghlan

. Loather at the Apple Troe Room boutique,

82749 Franklin. I")-auklln.
(248) 851.9862.

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

FRIDAY, FEB. 27

Spring Trunk Shows

Neiman Marcua presents the newest St. John knit
wear collection for cruise and apring ‘08 with infor-
mal modoling from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Feb. 28,
Also on Feb. 28, n Hickoy-Freceman trunk show in
the Men's Department from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Somerset Collection South.

Big Beaver/Coolidge. Troy.

(248) 643-3300,
Qolf Show ~

Third nnnual Great Michigan Galf Show through
March 1 features 260 merchandise, golf getaway
booths, fashion shows by Bavarian Village Feb, 27 at
3,6, and 6 p.m. Fcb. 28 at 11 a.m. 2 and 5 p.m. March
1at 11 a.m. I and 3 p.m. Tickets are $8.

Pontiac Silverdome. Opdyke. .

(248) 868-7358.
Opon House

run i ita third

year in businesa with a special sale of 60- to 75-per-
cent off winter merchandise through Feb. 28.

33668 Five Mile. Livonia.

(734} 522-2868.

SATURDAY, FED. 28

Deslignor visits

Meet woman's sportswear designer Sigrid Olsen
commentating a apring show of her new collection at
a breakfast at Jacobson's, 336 West Maple, Birming-

ham at 9:30 a.m. and at a luncheon at Jacabson's
Laurel Park Place store, Six Mile/Newburgh at 12:30
p.. Reservations required.

Call Lori Cohen (248) 644-6900.
Famlly Fun central

Black History storytetlers Carole Richardson and
Ivory Williams present cducational and entertaining
narratives ot 4 and 6 p.m. in the Fountain Court.
Free. Photos,

Fairlane Town Center.

Michigan lSauth“ cld Fuwy. Dearborn.

(313) 693-137
Safety nxhlblts

Sponsored by the Red Cross through March 1,
hands-on informational prevention and safety ncllvh-
tics to kick-off Red Cross month. Regular mall hours,

Tel-Twelve Mall. 12 Mile/ Telegraph. Southfield.

(248) 363-4111,

SUNDAY, MARCH 1
Home & Gardon program

The Somersct Collection hosts a heme and garden
stylo and fashion program through April 11. Garden
diaplays, atage performances and dnily gardening lec-
tures, Sale of playhouses to benefit Habitat for
Humanity begins April 1, Wedneadnys from noon to 2
p-m. informal modeling of spring fashions in the
North Grand Court and South Rotunda. Cabaret jazz
series each Thuraday night at 7 p.m. March 5.

Today at 1 p.m. Arranging Fresh Cut Flowers by
Tim Hourigan from The Flawer Co. At 3 p.m. Seulp-
turcs to Accent Your Garden by Anthony Bellomo
from Black Forest Building Co.

Event hotline: (248) 816-5484.




