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[ e 1 havo seen the future of
the Internet.

And the future is live.

Live video. Live audio,
Muste, Imnges. Nows.

ant to see an example?
Check out WDIV Online
(www.wdiv, com), Chonnel
Four's Web site. Look on
the far right hand column
you'll find a hyperlink that
takes you to live coverage
‘of the Walter Budzyn retri-
al in the benating death of
Malice Green, direct from a
courtroom in the Frank Murphy Hall of
Justice,

Right away, let me confess my bma I
work at WDIV and, in fact, founded the
Wob site. But aside from my pride, this
really is a pioneering use of cyberspnce.

From Monday through Friday between 8
p.m. and 4 p.m.,, the station has put its spe-
cinl fiber ophc feed from the courtreom
directly on the Internct. You're now able to
seo and hear the actlon as Judge Thomns
Jackson presides over the trial,

At times this feed may contain video-
taped replays of specific parts of the testi-
mony to be used in upcoming news brond-
costs as sound “bites™ for an edited news
story to be shown on television. Or, if you
tune in after 3 p.m. or around 11:30 a.m.,
you may watch as the on-air reporter pre-
pares reports for an upcoming news brond-
cast. At other times, the feed includes
interviews tnped earlier or being done live,

But, most times, it containa the court-
room activity.

You see it and hear it as if you had a
front row geat in the courtroom, which is
exnctly where the camern is located. Wit-
nesses are questioned and cross-examined,
objections made, evidence shown and dia-
grammed. You get it nll, as it happens,
instead of a onc minute, thirty second
taped report of somcone else’s version of
what happened.

WDIV uses the most popular... and free...
live video and audio sotware now offered
for Internet consumers. Called RenlVideo
(www.real.com), it plays World Wide Web
“programs” in a miniature box on your com-
puter screen.

There are other Internet video applica-
tions out there. Some arc as good or better
than RealVideo. But, if for no other reason
than they have been the best marketed,
RealVideo is the clear favorite.

What does it look like?

Well, as promising as it is, it is not of the
quality you get from regular television.

Depending on the specd of your connec-
tion and congestion on the Internet, it may
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month of January,” noted
Doug Rothwell, CEO and
Departmont Director of the
Michigan Jobs Commission,
which overseen the analysis of
employment statistics.

*The slight increase in the
Jjobless rate primerily reflects
the continued strong rate at
which workers are entoring
the state's job market.”

Michigan's unemployment
rate remains bolow the nation-
al rate of 4.7 percent.

This is the 34th straight
month in which Michigan's
unemployment rate has been
below the national rate.

Aunnual Unemployment
Rate

Since, mid-1997, monthly
uncmployment rates have
shown little movement.

For seven of the Inst eight
monthu the jobless rate has
d between 3.9 percent

PCMike: You can check out Wendland’s Web site at www. pcmtke com.

be amozingly smooth (through ISDN linés
or T1 connections like those used by uni-
versities and major corporations) or some-
what herky-jerky (as with 33.6 or nlowur
modems),

But in all coses, the Not programming is
understandable and well worth the look.

Here's some of the things you can listen
and sec... live,

* Film.com (www.film.com) offers
movies, short films and interviews, plun
reviews from top film critics.

* Timecast (www.timecast.com) an onlmo
guxde. with links, to live concerts, press
aports, busi and
ment huppenmgs, The other dny, for cxam-
ple, they were offering a live-recorded con-
cert from the Royal Albert wrilten by Paul
McCartney,

*» Bloomberg Businesa Video (www.
bloomberg.com/videos ) lets you watch the
latest financial, world, technology, or busi-
ness news clips. *

¢ C-Span (www.c-span.org ) offers live
press conferences and apeeches all day
long, an archives of special briefings from
various government agencies.

* Fox News (http//foxne#s.com/video ) is
one of the most video-friendly sites on the
web. The other day, I watched in fascina-
tion as’it carricd a live broadcast of the
solar eclipse in the caribbean. You can still
see it from an archived clip on their site.

e NASA (http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/
IteAlive/) offers live Net audio and video of
major space launches and happenings. You

can still look over ¢lips from the Mars
Pathfinder mission, ag well as Senator
John Glenn's presa conference announcing
his return visit to space.

e Trinity Broadcasting Network
(http://www.tbn.org/medin.htm) This is
Christinn TV, offering live vidco and audio
and a video “Prayer Line.”

e Bahrain TV (http//www.gna.gov.bh/
home.htm) This is live TV from Bahrain.
Lots of Arabic music and cultural events
and local news. I watched it carefully dur-
ing all the latest tensien with Iraq beeause
Bahrain waa where all the American air-
craft was seeretly being gathered for what
very nearly wos an attack on Baghdad.,

‘Where will this all end? It won't. Connec-
tions will get faster, the video smoother
and larger and, within five years, we'll be
watching full-length movies over the Net.

What happens to regular television?
Cable and satellito television?

They'll all still be there, But anything
you can get over the aiir or by cable will also
be simulcast on the Net.

Mark my words.

Mike Wendland covers the Internet for
NBC-TV Newschannel stations across the
country and can be scen locally on WDIV-
TV4, Detroit. His “PC Talk" radio show airs
Saturday and Sunday afternoons from 4-6
p.m. on TalkRadio 1270, \WWXYT and he is
the owner of Awesome Pages, a tweb develop-
ment company (248-852-1930) You can
reach through his PC Mike Web site at
http:! fwww. pemike.com

ON-LINE!.

and 4.1 percent. Since Jan-
uury 1997 however, the rate
is o more sut -
llnl six-tenths of a percent.
Rothwell noted that Michi-
gan’s overall labor force haa
been on a strong growth pat-
tern, increasing by 76,000
since August.

Tho atate’s annual average
unemployment rate fell from
4.9 percent in 19986, to 4.2 per-
cent in 1997, as employment
jumped by 106,000, and unem-
ployment fell by 29,000,

Industry Employment

The Jobs Commission's
monthly survey of employers
found that jobs increased in
January in the government
and manufacturing sectors,
contrasted by a decline in con-
struction and wholesale trade
employment.

"Over the yoar, however,
both thesc industries have
seen growth, with conatruction
being particularly strong. The
Bervice sector was the other
top growth industry for the
state in 1997," Rothwell said.

Hours & Earnings

Average weeckly hours and
earnings of manufacturing
production workers also rose
in January.

Hours worked in manufac.
turing were comparable with
January 1897 levels, but in
the auto industry, Jonuary's
hours were below yenr-ngu lov-
els.

M ittra from page B4

held from the year's paychecks
and any cstimated payments
made, but also any tax paid on
the previous year's state tax
return when filed. In some
states, luxpuyeu can write off
taxes beyond income and real
estate.

Residents of several states,
including California, New Jer-
scy, New York and Rhode Istand
can deduct as state income tax
the mandatory contribution they
make to state digability funds.

Auto license fees normally are
not deductible, but some states
like Coldrado base part of the
charge on the value of the care,

. That part of the fec as well | aa

ible taxes are ded

quite popular.

Deollars deposited in FSAs
come off the top of your salary
through payroll deductions, from
your employer contributions or

rom. )

These contributions complete-
ly cscape taxes, including Socinl
Security and most state income
taxes as long as the funds are
used within a eingle year for
medieal care or dependent care
not covered by employee bene-
fits,

Annual limits for dependent
“care are $5,000

Medical :ost maximums are
not set by law, but by employers,
While FSM provide an excellent
tax s

as a personal property tax.

Flexible spending

Flexible Spending Accounts
have been’available since 1978
‘and in recent years have become

strategy, they do
have one important drawback:
the money sect aside in this
account during a given year
must be used during that year or
it will be forfeited.

Next week: More tax planning
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