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‘Jambo!’

Black heritage comes alive at assembly

the stories about African-American contri

past: Highmeadow Common C tud

ts listen in

A

+Galloway-Blake during Friday's “Black History Alive”
Guest speaker urges kids
to rise above life’s obstacles

This story marks anather
installment of Today’s Leason,
which chronicles classroom
activities in Farmington Public
Schools.

By TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER
a soon a8 Highmeadow Com-
mon Campus studenta were
comfortable on the gymnasium
floor for last Friday’s “Black His-
tory Alive” nssembly, guest
Jacqueline Galloway-Blake wel-
comed them with a chorus of
“Jambo,” which is the African
word for *hello.”

Then Galloway-Blake, an edu-
cational consultant for the
Romulus-based Brown Sugar &
Spice Book Service, asked them
to buckle their-imaginary scat
belta for an imaginary trip to
Africa. §

“1 want you to buckle up,” said
the tall woman clad in eolorful
garb from that continent. * ...
And toke n good book with you,
Becnuse Africa is a looong way
from Michigan!”

To help the 300 or so young-
sters better visualize exactly
where they were about to travel
to, fourth grade student Matt
Peven came up to the front of the
gym to hold up a wooden map of
Africa. Several othera followed
Matt, lifting up more convention-
al maps, the kind found in
atlases.

“We want to know where wo're
going,” said Galloway-Blake,
whose entertaining, educational
program helped Highmeadow
link February’s Black History
Month with March’s Reading
Month.

Finally, they arrive in a land
of rainforests, mountains and
beaches,

“Africa is very diverse,” Gal-
loway-Blake continued. *And
there arc a lot of animals you
can't see here. There are ostrich-
es, and what other kinds of ani-
mals?”

“Lions,” said one youngster.
Anather said “clephants.”

Galloway-Blake noted that
Africa also “has n lot of different
people, some of the tallest people
that ever lived and some of tho
shortest people.”

More youngsters were called to
the front to-help demonstrate
tho richness of African lifo before
Christopher Columbus discov-
ered America, before Africans
were transported €a & strange
country in the h’ituzm of slave
boats. . !

Culture club |

One atudent held up a picee of
homemade kente cloth, from the
West African country Ghona.
Others played some of tho hand-
crafted instrumerits, some mado
out of gaurds, su I, a% o maraca-

like “shakere,” Or a so-called
“talking drum,”

*Tho Africans liked to recycle,”
said Galloway-Blake, reforring
to the instruments, “They carved
out beautiful designa and
attached shells.”

There were picces of art and
other artifacts in studcnts’
hands and on a long table behind
them.

“The Africans had so much
going on before Columbus dis-
covered Amoiica,” she continued.
“Now comes the sad part. Some-
one captured Africans and put
them on a slave ship.”

She next turned on the tape
recorder, playing “Kum Ba Yah,”
o sorrowful song that character-
ized what the mood of those
Africans might have been.

“It was a horrible journey,”
Galloway-Blake said. “Millions
of Africans were token (rom
their beautiful homes.”

In tho next segment of the
aesembly, Galloway-Blake
talked about the contributions
mado by Frederick Douglass and
Harrictt Tubman in the quest to
nbolish slavery and help free
African-Americans via the
Underground Railroad - which
passcd through Michigan into
Canada.

“They (African-Americans)
were treated like slaves,” she
continued. “But Freddic heard
about places like Farmington
Hills, where you don't have to be
a slave anymore, where you can
go to school, buy shoes. Freddio
said, 'I want to run away,” And
when Frederick Douglass grew
up, that's what he did. He went
all around the country telling
people slavery was no good.”

But Douglnss was so articulate
that nobody believed he wns o
stave. “So he had to write a book
to prove that he was,” Galloway-
Blake added.

Tho studenta then heard about
an American prosident who
“passcd a good law - no more
slavery! ... And my great-grand-
father was one of those African-
Americans who were freed by
Abraham Lincoln.”

More studenta came to the
front of the gym for the segment
about great African-American
inventors, such as Garrett Mor-
gan, who ercated the traffic light
and gas mask. Studenta hoisted
eardboard signs with the nomes

butions to sociely,

t to one of
served up by Jacqueline

Workshops available

Jacqueline Gnlloway-Blake
is an educational consultant
for the Romulus-based Brown
Sugar & Spice Book Bervice.

Brown Sugar & Spico offers
onc-doy book salea for achools
and churches, in-servico work-
shops for teachors and a varni-
ety of children’s programa.

Catalogs aro avsilablo. For
moro information, call (313)
728-0501,

B ‘Everything | told you
today are true stories.’
Jacgqueline
Galloway-Blake
—consultant, Brown Sugar &
Spice Book Service

of inventors and their inven-
tions.

Dr, Carson’s story

“Everything I told you today
are true. storics,” gaid Galloway-
Blake, who routinely walked into
the audience to get her points
across. ¥ ... And I have one last
story, one that happened not too
long ago.™

It was the story of how one Jit-
tle black child from Detroit over-
came obatacles to go on to great-
ness.

The story revolved around two
brathers, Ben and Curtis, and
their mother,

“Ben had so much trouble with
his math that he got Fs. He was
teased by his classmates. He was
dejected when he went home.”

The story teller went on about
how Ben's mother tried to lift up
hia spirits.

“Ben, you're no dummy,” she
said, “Just because children say
you are a dummy doesn’t mean
you are a dummy,

“Ben, you come from a long
line of people who are not dum-
mies. Remember Frederick Dou-
glnsa? Remember Garrett Mor-
gan?”

Galloway-Blake told the stu-
dents about how Ben and Curtis
were asked by their mom to go to
the public library every day after
school to pick out two books to
read at home.

“The mare you read the more
you know,” she said. “Ben read
80 much, Ben Carson had so
many A’s on his report card. The
same people who laughed at him
snid ‘Ben Carson, can you help
me with my algebra?”

Ben Carson wound up going to
Yale University and then the
University of Michigan before
becoming a brain surgeon at
John Hopkins Hospital in Mary-
land.

Galloway-Blake then got to the
gist of the Carson story.

“Boys and girls, whatever you
want to do, you can do. Hold on
to your dreams, or dreams die.”
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Friday's *Black History Alive® asscmbly at
Highmeadow Cﬂ-nmnnJCnmpun thrilled students
hed vy

Stude‘pts liked her use of visual aids

*“They were interesting and cool,” Allen said.

The message that stuck with fifth grader
Elysna Ficlder, 10, stemmed from Galloway-
Blake's closing story nbout a young black child

Fifth grader Kovin Sack, 10
didn’t know about a lot of them.”

parts of the auumhlly.

o , 1 and par
with guest Jacquoline Galloway:Blake.
,» thought Gal-
lowny-Blaka wad “real good.” He also “learned
ebout al! of the African-American inventors. 1

For anothor fith grader, 10-yoar-old Allen
Brower, the storicy and the songs wero tho best

d along
doctor.

who overcame persanal adversity to become a

*Hold on to your dreams and don't let them
go,” Elyssa said. “I also liked how she used her
hands a lot and how she included everybody.”

Both Stephen Simowski, 10, and Peter Cai, 11,
both in the fitth grade, said they enjoyed the usa
of visunl nids and props during the program,
rponsored by tho Highmoadow PTA.
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straw handbag

Mada exclusively for Jacobson's
by Falchl Sport. Imported,
Black, toast or natural,
10°H x 10'W.

Receive a complimentary
cosmetic case with
your purchase.
Handbags

fin
Mght price

right now

A bright alternative. 2-piece

rayon hopsack suit.
Imported. Jade. Sizes 6-14.
Dresses

27

silk top

A wonderful suit partner.
From Joseph A. Imporied.
Ivory. marigold, kelly green,
melon colada, ocean blue

Sportswear

or black. Sizes S-XL.*

Jacobson’s

Birmingham » (248) 644-6900 Livonla « (734) £91-7698  Rochestor « {248) 651.8000

SHOPPING HOURS * MON-SAT 10-9 = OPEN SUN AT NOON




