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« Editor's Note: “A Delicate Bal-,
ance,” was presented March 13-
14 and March 20-21 at St. Dun-
stan’s Theatre Guild, St. Dun-
stan's next production is "Into the
Woods” music and lyrica by
Stephen Sondheim, book by
James Lapine. Performances are
8:30 p.m. Fridays and Satur-
days, June 6.6, and 12-13; and 2
pan. Sunday, June 7 in the out-
door Greek theater on the
&grounds of Cranbrook in Bloom-
field Hills, Call (248} 644-0527,
BY BARBARA MICHALS

BPECIAL WRITER

According to playwright
Edward Albee, each of us jour-
neys through life with our own
baggage - fears and secrets that
force us into a struggle to main-
tain "a delicate balance” that
will preserve our sanity and abil-
ity to function in relationships,

That's the gist of “A Delicate
Balance,” presented by St. Dun-
stan’s Theatre Guild of Cran-
brook. Their highly talented cast
did a fine job of holding the audi-
cneo’s interest through a very
difficult and talky drama.

Joyce Morchouse gives depth

alented cast keeps ‘A

to Agnes, the middle-aged wife
fascinated by the question of
how will she know if she tips
into {nsanity. Worn out by the
demands of keeping up a pre-
tense of family normalcy, Agnes
decides it's time for her husband
Tobins (Ed Guest) to riso to the
current family crisia.

That criais revolves around
daughter Julie (Kathryn Breech-
Raft) returning home after the
failure of her fourth short-term
marringe while close family
friends Edna (Marlene Loucks)
and Harry (Francis Loud) have
Jjust moved in uninvited. Add to
that Agnes’s rapidly deteriorat-
ing relationship with her alco-
holic sister Clair (Marcia Kahn)
for a portrait of a very dysfunc-
tional family.

As Tobins, Guest is convineing
as the Jaid-back, smiling hus-
band of the opening scene pro-
gresses to a helpless, stuttering
rago, then finally docs assert
himself. That stutter ia per-
formed so adeptly that it eould
initially be mistaken for linc
flubs,

Likewise, Breech-Raft is total-
ly believable in the hysterical,

Delicate Balance’

sobbing rago her difficult role
requires. Loucks and Loud are
also highly credible as the two
lost souls who suddenly flee
their own home because of some
nameless, ail-encompassing fear.
Louks’ Edna is so meek that it is
startling when she does speak
out.

Kahn is excellent aa Claire,
tho perpetual sideline observer
who gets a good portion of
Albee’s witty lines, Despite her
booziness, sho's the character

-with the clearest insight into

hersclf and the others,

Under the able direction of .

Paul Gillin and his gssistant
Laura Diane Jerrell, the St.
Dunstan's players bring their
characters to life and shine some
light on typical Albec murkiness.

With atl the prop aleohal con-
sumed on stage, the two inter-
missions benefit the actors as
well as breaking the heavy dra-
matic lond into more digestible
picces for viewers. Dressing the
props people in maid uniforms in
a nice touch, and Tom Peterson's
good light cues also enhance.

Players erase ‘Hands of Time’

The Heart of the Hilla Players
will be having their initial get
together in ion with the

All seniors are welcome. If you
are interested in joining an

n
njoyable activity that keeps you

spring follies, “Hands of Time"
10 a2.m. Monday, March 23 and 1
p.m. Tucsday, March 24 at the
Older Persons Center, 312 Wood-
ward Street, Rochester.

ART BEAT

young then take advantage of
this opportunity to become part
of the Henrt of the Hills Players.
No one will be turned away.
There is an ongoing nced for

new members to be on stage, or
working in the construction or
setting of the stage. Also needed
are a piano player, drummer and
costume makers. “Hands of
Time” will be performed in early
May. For morc information, cail
(810) 371-4334.

NEW YORX AUCTION AY TOWNSEND
HOTEL

Dyansen and Merrill Chase
Galleries of New York City will
conduct a finc-art auction in
Birmingham 6:30, Friday, April
3 at the Townsend Hotel,

Among the pieces of art to be
nuctioned will be works by
Robert Kipniss, Harold Altman,
Thomas McKnight and prints by
Miro, Chagall, Picasso, Lautrec
and Dali.

The Townsend Hotel is located

at 100 Townsend Strect, down-
town Birmingham.

For auction catalog, catl (800)
234-3604,
MUSEUM SPACE AVAILABLE

The Museum of Contemporary
Art in Pontinc will make avail-
able its gallery space to any
artist for its “Docu-

MCA is located nt 23 W.
Lawrence Street, Pontiac, (248)
334-6038.

DIRECTORY OF MICHIGAN ARTISTS

An updated 1998 listing of
artists is now being complied.
Prercquisites included artists
who have work in museums, per-

t collecti galleries,

menta USA™ exhibit, billed as o
moment of “Warhol fame.”

The gallery has invited artists
to exhibit a single work in any
medium on a walk-in basis,

Jjuried art shows, or art competi-
tion award winners. The 1997
edition, “Directory of Michigan
Artists,” ig available ot librarics
or call (517) 544-2455, Cost $25

Medicare
Blue...

a health
care plan
for
people
who
refuse to
act

their age.

Goucertfuanet_

Bascball Hall of Fame announcer

At 80 years young,
Medicare Blue
spokesman

Ernie Harwell still
enjoys Bicycling.

f you live in Michigan and, like Ernie Harwell, are
eligible for Medicare, then Blue Care Network Medicare
Blue is the health care plan for you. Newly expanded

benefits in your area* include:

¢ The Enhanced Basic option with prescription drugs, vision and

hearing care for $0/month

* The Premicer option that increases prescription and vision coverage

for just $30/month

¢ More than 3,000 highly qualified doctors and 43 hospitals — chances
are your doctor’s already part of the plan

¢ Travel benefits for up to six months

The security of the most recognized name in health care in the state

— Blue Cross Blue Shicld of Michigan

So, if like Ernie,

you refuse to act
your age, call us at
1-888-333-3129
(toll free), extension
600, and we'll send
you all the latest

information on
Medicare Blue.

Medicare Blue
Educational Seminars

Bioomfield
Thursday, March 26
Thursday, April 9
2 p.m. at Bill Knapp's
3900 Teiegraph Rd.

Farmington Hills
Thursday, April 2
9:30 a.m. at Bill Knapp's
36650 Grand River Ave.
Thursday, April 2 ~2 p.m.
at Bill Knapp's
27925 Orchard Lk, Rd.

Livonia
Wednesday, April 1
9:30 a.m, at Bill Knapp's
16995 S. Laurel Park Dr,

Rochester Hills
Every weekday in March, Casino Windsor™ will give away one new 1998 Chevrolet Wednesday, March 25
Cavalier. Entering the contest is easy with five ways to qualify for tickets: Wednesday, April 8
« Sign up tor o Players Preshige™ Club card * Win a Jackpot value of $200 or mor and tecee a ticket gopl'g‘i:l\s:\lll[;flng?‘ll’;
 Play ane of our slol machiauzs, wih your for each hundred dollars you win (up to 25 tickets) E . .
Playues Prestige™ card mserled. 10 tecewe ¢ No putchase necessary  Pick op an entry tcket. overy Southficld
2 bicket every two hours, on he even hours wo hours on the even fours unlt 15 mrutes pasl the Wednesday, March 25
« Play one of aur table games 1o receve a pour, a the Plyers Prostgo Booth plwno 9:30 a.m. at Big Boy's
tickel every two bouts, an the even hours Nm“‘*m" o Cm.mo"“ ance of the . d 25555 Grodan
Blue Care Network South Livonia

Drop your tickest i one of the specially marked drums each day belose
7:30 p.m and look for your tckel number on ane of our prze boards,
or call 1.800-901.4494. One grand prize ticket will be drawn at
Casmo Windsor'™ cach weehday at 8:00 pm, Tickets will

afse be drawn for seven seporate cash prizes, ranging

from $250 US 10 $1000 US. Jon the fun. and you could

dnve away a winner!

- Wednesday, April 1
Medicare Blue 2 pm. 0 Bl Knapp's
32955 Plymouth Rd.
* To become a Medicare Blue membee, Troy
you must live in Wayne, Oakland, Wednesday, March 25
Macomb or Washtenaw County and Wednesday, April 8
continue to pay your Medicare Part B 9:30 a.m. at Bill Knapp's

premium. You must receive your care 2078 E. Big Beaver Rd.
from a Medicare Blue provider.
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