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What to wear

Bridal salons
may suit you

Anyone who's ever scrambled to find
the right dress for a apecial occasion
can identify with Harriet Spurlln of
Livonia.

When she received an invitation to a
bar mitzvah at the Tam O'Shanter
Country Club in West Bloomficld, she
visited one department store aftor
another, scarching for the perfect dreas,
to no avail. Then she thought, why not
try a bridal shop?

She found what she was looking for
at Bonnle's Bridal in Livonia,

“I found a beautiful
velvet gown there, but
it was too tight due to
middle-oge spread.
‘They let it out for me,
1 felt benutiful," she
said. *I.just wanted to
tell your readers about
this store 8o it could
be a source for othors
shopping for apecial
occasion dresses, Plus,
the alterations helped
do wonders. Tho ataff’
waoa 5o nice,” she paid.

Here's more infor-
mation about Bonnic's and other stores
you might want to try if you'ro search-
ing for a special dress, too.

® About one-third of the dresses at
Bonnie's Bridal shop are wedding
gowns. The rest are social occasion,
bridesmnid and prom dresses.

Customers can buy dresses off the
rack (generally in sizes 6 to 30), order
them from the manufacturer (available
sizes are usually 2 to 42), or have the
seamstresses custom make a dress,
said Karen McDermott, who coowns
the storo with Bonnie Bentley,

Some of the nnmes the store carrics
.include: Bill Levkoff, Jordan, Caterinn,
Sylvia Anne and Nadine. Manufacturer
orders gencrally take eight to 12 weeks
to come in and it tukes about 12 weeks
to custom make a dress.

Social oceasion dresses generally run
from $125 to $350, The store has been
ot its current location, 19183 Merriman
at Seven Mile Road, for the past five
years. Call (248) 471.7394.

« If you're looking for the kind of
dress a movie star would wear, try
Exclusives for the Bride at 708 N.
0ld Woodward in Birmingham, The
shop carrics formal and bridal gowns
by Vera Wang, Badgley Mishka and
other designers.

"Women sce their favorite actreases
wearing Vern Wang or Badgley Mishka
in magnzines and then come to us
because they know we carry thcm.‘
said the mannger, Jacqui

It usually takes 12 to 16 weeks fur an
ordered dress to come in. Most people
don't have that long from the time they
receive an invitation until the event
itself. For that reason, “A lot of women
will order a dress, just to have it on
hand," Paramo said.

Customers alao can buy sample
dresses ofl the rack, but the sizes are
limited (usually 8 to 12). Regular-priced
bridesmaid and socinl occasion dresses
start at about $226. Bridal gowns can
run from $1,200 to $7,000.

Altorationa are extra and dresses
also can also bo custom made. For moro
information, call (248) 647-4999.

+ Shapos Doslgn Studio, 208
Eleven Mile Rond at Main Street in
Royal Oak, carries a wldu vnnety of

y women's from
"fun scparates to extraordinary
evening dresses and bridal gowns,” said
its owner, Treas Charow.

The store carries dreas sizes 4 to 12,
and clothing also can be custom made.
Evening gowns start at abeut $200.
Prom dresses run from $80 (for short
ones) to $250 (for full-length ones).
Alterations available for a small cost.

Popular this spring, Charow said, are
looks that combine Iayers of sheer fab-
ric with layers of lace in bright, fresh
colora.

Black is always populur. she anid,
especinlly in slip dressea that are ntrnp-
py and ahapely. For more information
about Shapes, call (248) 647-4980.

* Botsy's Bridal, at 6335 Orchard
Lake Rond in Wost Bloomfiold's
O , has a wide selection of
formal gowns, with more than 800 to
chooao from, according to awner, Betay
Nasouri.

"1 only earry fulHongth gowns. 1
don't carry short dresses,” she said. For-
male start at about $300 nnd rom
dresses run betweon $1560 and
Popular looks for prom this year
include sheath and trumpet-style ail-
houettes, sheer fabric around the
midriff, halterstylo necklines, and exot-
je eolon, auch as neon green, lavander
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Organic specialists open
a shop for nature lovers

PHOTO BY SHARON LEMIEUX
Green retallers: Minding the Tree House store in Farmmgtan are: (left) Simone McReynolds, mas-
sage therapist, and Herman, Christine and Cloriece Meinke.
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at malls

Whether you call him Peter
Rabbit, Peter Cottontail, or
just The Easter Bunny, this
arch Hare is the star at
area malils this week

through April 11.

By SusaN DEMAGGIO
EDITOR

The malls are getting ready to welcome
some vary famous rabbits this weekend, :
preparing garden settings and hosting ¢

performem appearing in spring pro- |
grams for children. .

At tho Fairlane Center-in Dearborn, ¢
cach child who visits Peter Rabbit in his |
storybook garden beginning Saturday, |
March 28, will receive a watercoloring !
book whﬂo their parenta purchase apeclul 8
photographs. g

Fhirlanc is also hosting a drawing for n
basket full of beante babies, valued at
$400, which includes 40 plush pets from ;
various mall retailers including The Dis- ¢
ney Store, Natural Wonders and Warner ;
Bros. .

Not to be outdone, Lakeside Center in
Sterling Heights, welcomes Peter Rabbit
with a free, 40-minute puppet perfor- .
mance of There's A Frog in the Woods by :
Brad Lowe's Fantasy E-FEX at noon, also
on Saturday, March 28,

For the first time, Lakeside visitors who :j
want photos of their kids with the bunny, -
can buy them on a floppy disk. l’hatogm
phers will be using the digital imaging |
process which will allow parents the ;
option of using home computers to send °

BY AMy MESSANO ‘We're laying the ground- Al of the Meinkes are knowledge-
SPECIAL WRITER ying gr able about the producta they sell and
) work for future generations. N !
This tree house docs not come the beliefs they stand firmly behind.
equipped with a blue sky, chirping If a child leaves here and Herman, Kirk and Christine's father, ia
birds and lush plants stretching for the ONly rémembers a turtle or  a research scientist and alchemist who
aun, but you dan't have to climb a lad- ~ a plant they touched, but  Ppaterunthestore L

der or be a member of a secret club to
get in, The Tree House for Earth's Chil-
dren in Farmington is an organic con-
nection for many environmentally con-
science shoppers.

"We don't want to just utilize nature,
we want to be a part of it," said certi-

- fied mymomassologist and stare owner,

Christine Meinke, about the philosoph-
ical root of this fnmily»run business.
And that’s a message that is abundant-
ly clear as you stroll down the nisles of
organically grown vegetables, vitamin
supplements and herbs,

There is even an organic raw food
deli that serves up good-for-you snacks
and favorites like a calcium-rich
scsame drink made with horaetail
(shavegrass), red clover and prickly
ash.

"My favorite is the strawberry shake
made also with bananas, heney and
maple syrup,” said eight-year-old Clo-
ricce Meinke, Christine's doughter, as
she gives a spur-of-the-moment, oiled
foot mnasage to a vegular customer,
Gary Wickersham of Farmington.

“They are not just trying to sell prod-
ucts, but provide information so people

one day decldes to plant his
own garden, then it's all
worth it.

— Susan Meinke

a horizontal Wickersham. Besides giv-
ing him a place to hang out and drink
carrot juice, the wide variety of prod-
ucts and the availability of alternative
information are some of the reasons
that keep Wickersham coming back.

Tree House for Earth's Children also
carries organic, 100- percent cotton and
hemp clothing for all sizes, personal
hygiene produeta that involved no ani-
mal testing and literature that shares
the store's halistic approach to life.

Kirk Mecinke, who makes jewelry
sold at the atoro and Christine’s broth-
cr, enid the store is "all about shawing
people another direction in which to
live," For that rcason the store offers
classes in Tni-Chi, alchemy, biodynamic
gardening and preparing organic raw
food.

If it's a visit to a holistie doctor, an
oxygen bath or a massage that you
desire, they've got those too.

biedynamie gardening with what he
calls "living water” that he credits for
growing a 22 foot-tall corn stalk that
produced a 28-inch cornceb in 1982.
According to Christine, people come
from as far as northern Michigan, Ohio
and Indiana to learn about her father's
gardening techniques,

Herman's wife Susan, is a registered
nurse at Botsford Hospltnl, an

the photos to loved ones aver the Internet.
At The Somerset Collection, Troy, the
spring bunny takes on a new personae as
Nestor Fairweather, “a Grassrabbitt Gen- !
tleman.” He resides in a village of small -
play cottages in the North End, designed -
and built by artist John Bellomo which
will be auctioned off at the end of the sea- -
son to benefit The Lovelight Foundation, -~
The mall is also hosting a series of per- -
farmances by the Children’s Theatre of
Michigan, Beyond The Garden Wall, with
three alternating storylines. Dates and |
times are posted throughout the center ¢
Snd on brochures near the concierge ;
os

certified my
mother, grandmother and manager of
tho swm On wp ofall (hut m a pinch,
Susan d
doughter three mnm.}m ngo,

Susan Meinke believes Tree House
for Earth's Children is exactly what
the name "tree houss” connotes, "a
sanctuary holf way between heaven
and carth.” To her, as to the rest of the
Mecinke family, the store's organic
integrity is for the children,

"We're laying the ground work for
future generations,” Susan said. "If a
child leaves here and only remembers
a turtlo or a plant they touched, but
one doy decides to plant his own gar-
den, then it's all worth it."

can make up their own decisions,” said

New- u[' special events for shoppers is mcludcd in

this Sen, to: Malls & 3

c/oThe Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 805 East

Maple, Birmingham, MI 48008; or fax (248) 644-1314.

Deadline: Wednesday 5 pm, for publication on Sunday.
SUNDAY, MARCH 22

Spring program

"The World Beyond The Garden," a musical presenta-
tion by the Children’s Theatre of Michigan, performed
free on Grand Court stage, Sundays at 1 and 3 p.m. and
throughout the week. Stories differ each day. Visits with
the spring bunny, Nestor Frirwveather, begin March 28

- through April 11. Polaroid courtesy of the mall for $10.

Somerset Collection North.
Big Beaver/Coolidge. Troy.
(248) 816-5484.

Show

Enwr the Mask Puppot Theatro's magic world where
sing 2 p.m. Free

show.
Bordcrs Books 30996 Orchard Lake,
Farmington Hills.
(248) 737.0110.
Book

Moot Stephanie Mellen from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Waldenbooks. 30200 Pl,vmuulh Livonia.
(734) 261-7811.

Easter Bunny photos
The "Eggstra” special garden at Center Court will bo
home to p}mto visits with tho Easter Bunny through
April 11, during mall hours. Each child who visits will
roceive a Easter Egg stuffed with a surprise. Digital
photos availablo from $9.99 to $39.50.

mwkland Center. Nine Mile! Greenfield. Sauihﬁcld.
zasmmwmm : .

Photos and bunny visita through April 11. Free.

Westland Center. Wayne ! Warren.

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

Hudson's hosts a workshop commentated by Liz
Claiborne specialist Karla Ganrdar 12:30 p.m. Lavel
Two featuring the newcst looks for spring. Repeated
on March 26 at 12:30 p.m. at the Twelve Oaks, Novi,
store. Free. Public is invited.

Somerset Collection North,

Big Beaver!Coolidge. Troy.

THURSDAY, MARCH 26

Personal lingorio
Hudson's hosts Wacoal fittings with a computer
imaging analyzer in private fitting rooms. 2-7 p.m.
Reponted March 27 fram 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Reaervations not required.

Somerset Collection North.

Big Beaver { Coolidge. Troy.

(248) 443-4774.

FRIDAY, MARCH 27

Eastor Bunny

Jelly Bcnn Park Easter Bunny Show begins with lndn
picking up neon sunglasses at 6:30 p.m. for a magic
show that starts at 7 p.m. and ends with the surprise
arrival of you-know-who. Photos through April 11, Visit
the Customer Service Booth for o coloring sheet featur-
ing & wild and wacky Eastor Rabbit. Kids of nll agea are
invited to color the rabbit for a chance to win a $50 mall
gift certificate. Names randomly drawn on April 13.
Winner notified by phone or mail,

Universal Mall, 12 Mile/ Dequindre. Warren.

{810) 761-3161.

Bunny arival
Now through April 11 photos in JC Ponney wing.
On March 29 thn Clawson High school Band per-
forms from 3-8

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
Hollday kids

Peter Rabbit & Fricnds, performed by Theatre Am
Productions, 1 p.m. Center Court. Free. Bunn,
arrives at tho end of the show for photo opportunitics ;
through April 11. Free gifts for kids who visit. Deco-
rated Easter Egg trees on display. :

Tel-Twelve Mall. 12 Mile/Telegraph. Southfield,

(248) 3534111
Eastor kids show

The Easter Bunny arrives.at 11 a.m. for instant
photos $6.95. Gardens bloom with live spring flowers,
gifta for kids who visit the bunny. Wings & Wheel:
aireraft and motoreycle club presents displays and
cexhibita through March 29, K

Livonia Mall, Seven Milc/Middlebelt.

(248) 476.1160. :
DKNY shaw :

Neiman Marcus hosts a DKNY spring fashion pre-
gentation at 1 p.m. Leisure sportswear on Level 2 «
Reservationa required for the free show. .

Somersct Collection South.

Big Beaver/! Coolidge, Troy.

(248) 643-3300. ext. 2511, .

SUNDAY, MARCH 28 '

Barbia Doll colfactors show .

8th annual show with many dealers and collectors :
from the Great Lakes Barbie Doll Collectors Club,

Fun for all ages with specinl guest designer Carol
Spencer from Mattel. $4 admission benefits local kids
charities, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bring old dolla and acces-
sorics for appraisails,

Livonia Marriott, Six Mile/ Newbury.

{313) 432-5146.
Petor Rabbit vislts

Coloring, storytelling, photo opportunities and an
egg hunt when Poter Robbit visita Hudson’s Kids
Department 1-3 p.m., Free.

" ,’.

(313) 425.5001. Summit Place,
and light ice blue, ahe said. For more Oakland Mnll 14 Mile/John R. Troy. .
. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25 248) 685-8000, Elizabeth Lake! Telegraph, Waterford.
information (248) 855-3770, petites somiuar d (246) (248) 683--5400.
[ R L [ 4 .




