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Zebra mussels

Boaters helped the spread of mussels Into
seven more Oakland County Lakes last year

Bv'l‘mmcrmm

lt's up to boators to halt the
sproad of zebra musscls into
inland lakes.

Last year soven inland lnkes in
Oakland County and one in Liv-
ingston were invested with zebra
mussels, according to Michigan
Soa Grant.

The aren lokes aro among 19
now namos on the 1997 list of
lakes found to be contaminated by
the mussels, which have spread
through the Great Lakes,

Now to the list are Lakeville,
Macoday, Pine, Union, Upper
Straits and White lokea in Oak-
land County and Strawberry in
Livingston County.

Large inland Iakva with a high
lovel of transient boata are likely
carriers. Boats, trailers and fish-
ing oquipment pick up clinging
veligers (larvae) from infested
waters, said Sea Grant manager
Miko Klepinger,

ballast of ocoan-going shipa. It was
found in Lako St. Clair in 1888,
and by 1988 it was exploding.” -

The shollfish’s most immodiate
damage was to oncrust the city
water intoke pipes in Monroo,
which had to shut down the sys-
tem. Klopinger outlined how the
zobra mussel upsota tho acosys-
tem:

M By filtering one liter a day,
cn:h mussel clarifies the water, of

at boat launches and dovelop vol-
unteer programs for boat lmpcc-
tiona and cleanings

Kleplnger ndvhed boaters to “be
a good neighbor. Keop your boat
and trailor clenn. Scrub them off,
remove tho weods, and dry them
ofl."

On mony inlnnd lakes, riparian

awnera uso lake wator on-their

lawna., When the intako pipes
becomo clogged, theyll find it nec-
essary to scrapo off musse) shells,
Michigan Sea Grant is a coopor-
ative program of Michigan Stato
Umvcruty nnd the University of
have dono

tho lowest
the food chain. Thus, the muuol
competes for food with native fieh
and disrupta the food choin,

W Tho clear water admits more
gunlight, stimulating the growth of
lake we The weeds dio, decay
and smoll,

M Mussel sholls encruat water
intakes, ptors and bonts, In the
Great Lokos, thoy oncrust ship-
wrecks and are a physical danger
to scuba divers.

Maoast at risk, sald Klepinger, are
large ones with a high level of
Lmnsiem. nclivity

infestod lnkes,

“It waa originally n Europ
freah resident,” Klepi
snid. *It crossed the Atlantic in the

OU student

Although zebra musscls have cer-

tainly carned their bad mputuliun. .

Oskland Ui

Sea Grant hopes lake managers
and citizen groups will ercct signs

finds benefit

groater wolghts and lengths than
perch without zebra muss
B;

Rochester, in collaboration with Lhu
Michigan Dopartment of Natural
Resources (DNR) Fishories Divi-
sfon, recently demonstrated a way
in which they are beneficial.

According to rescarch initiated by
atudent Sarah Thayer for her mos-
tor's degreo at Oakland, yellow
porch, a popular gamo and commer-
cial fish, grows faster whon zebra
mussels are present than without

em.

Through collaboration with
Robert Haas of the DNR Lake St.
Clair Fisherics Rescarch Statian,
QU biology Professor Douglas
Hunter and OU Math statistician
Robert Kushler, Thayor proved that
zobra musscls creato a favorable
habitat for invertobrates, a staple
in the yellaw perch diet,

Rancarch began in 1882 with
Thayer and her colleaguea main-

taining juvenile yellow perch in’

cages — some with zebra mussels,
some without. They found that

in the cages with zebra mus.
gels grow faster and rcached

Itering particulate matter

much of the sampling work. The
projoct has produced an award-
winning instructionnl video with
{llustrated handbook.

Sea Grant recruited volunteor
moniters begiuning in the apring
of 1993. The 19 now lnkes on their
infested list bring the totnl of con-
firmed infestations to 65,

Volunteera are given kits with
which thoy take samples in more
than 18 fect of water. The proce-
dure takes on hour and is repeat-
ed twice during the summer.
Plankton samples aro sent to a
Inbaratory, where biologists deter-
mine whether the water contains
microscopic mussel spawn,

to mussels

dwelling organiams, such as o
reduction in zcbra mussela, is likely
m affect the production of valuable

ttom-foeding fishes such as yol-

ond d the {nder on-
tha pond’s bottom, tho mussels pro-
duced an excellent habitat for these
Inke invertcbrates to grow, Thayer
and her collenguca demonatrated
that provided more food for yellow
perch,

“Given tho enormous densitics of
mussels in gome arcas of the Great
Lakes and inland lakes, and their
tendency to continuously filter par-
ticulate matter from the water,
they can have a laating influence on’
tho aquatic food choin in those
arcns,” Hunter said. “In this case,
zebra mussels facilitato energy flow
into the yellow perch population by
enhancing the battom invertebrate
community,”

Such a phenomenon has a signifi-
cant impact on spert and commer-
cial fisheries, According to Haas,
yellow perch fillets now bring retail
prices as high as $12 per pound,
making them one of the highest val-
ued sources of protein on tho mar-
Ket. Any significant change in the
community of small bottom-

lnw perch,

“Creel survoys of sport fishing on
Michigan's waters of Lake St. Clnir
during the mid-1980s showed that
nbout ono million yellow perch were
being caught cach year. While sim-
ilar angler surveys have not been
conducted recently, reports by the
angler charter fishery indicate that
the perch population and fishery
dramatically improved since then,
especiolly following zobra musscl
colonization in tho carly 1890s.
Perch population studies conducted
by the Michigan DNR since 1993
show that yellow perch in Lake St.
Clalr aro abundaont, cating lats of
high quality food and growing faat.

“Although the zebra musse), like
many other exotic species has an
overnll detrimental impact on the
ecology and/or economy of the arcas
where they occur, their presence is
not cnhrcly negative,” said Thuycr,
who is now a doctoral student in
Michigan State_ University's
Department of Fisheries and
‘Wildlife.

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF METROPOLITAN DETROIT

THE JCC CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
IS PROUD TO PRESENT
TWO PARENTING WORKSHOPS FEATURING

APRIL 20 » 7 PM.

HELPING CHILOREN LIKE THEMSELVES
Through humor and practical applications parents will learn
how 1o help children develop thelr self esteem,

MAY 14 « 7 P.,

LEARNING TO PLAY, PLAYING TO LEARN
Dan will show parents how children learn 1o play and how to
provide environments that support this type of learning,

: ADMISSION FEES: $10 per person/$20 per couple
$15 per person {both sesslons] » $25 per couple (both sessions}

SponwmdhvﬂnObwvu&&unMcNowspapmﬂwDekomimomury
FoundoﬁomihoSmanJ.Sodebuﬂl Fund and the B it

Nationally renowned speaker who
brings humanity and
humor to early childhood topics.

Maas Fe

th\m& Eecentrle

~:Far-more information or fo reglster please call:

thc JCC Child Developmen'f Center’in:
W_esf Bloomfleld at. (248) 661—7_60_5_. ‘
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D. Dan & Betly Kohn

Buikding
5600 W, Mogls Rood ® Wt Bloum‘hu Ml

amsrar

have to spend a
million to look
like a million.

25 years in dowma\vn Birmingham

Executive Custom
Shirtmakers & Tailors, Inc.

223 S. 0ld Woodward « Birmingham, Michigan 48009

south of the Birmingham Theatre  *248) 642-0460
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Tip the scales in your favor
by choosing a doctor

‘commiitted to medical ethics

and superior patient care.

The American Medical

- Associatiosn salutes all
1,450 Henry Ford
physicians and residents
for being the largest
medical group in the
United States to achieve
100% membership in
the AMA.

You'll choose the best doctor
when you know the facts, The
American Medical Association
recommends you pick an AMA
physician who has agrecd to follow
the AMA paticnt centered code of
medical ethics.

To find a Henry Ford Health System
Physician call: 1-800-653-6568.

For information on your AMA
physician including hours, locations,
credentials and insurance accepted,
visit the AMA Homepage at
http://www.ama-assn.org

American Medical Assocmnon y

Piyseasns dedeaied 10 the heath of At

Members of the AMA agree to
follow a scven point code of ethics
whicl include:

® Provide competent care with dignity and
compassion

Safeguard patient confidences within the
copstraint of the law and serve a3 the:
patient’s advocate

Continue to study, apply and advance
scientific knowledge

Pasticipate in activitics to improve the
community

Seck changes in those requirements which
are contrary to the best interest of the paticnt.

For a copy of any of the following, mail to:

HF Mcdical Group, 1 Ford Place 3B, Detroit, Ml
48202 . l-'Ax to 313 874 4030 or e:mail to
wiww.henr dback.heml.

O American Medical Association Code of Ethics
O Map of Henry Ford Health System Locations
O Mcdical Minute Health Information Newsletter
Name:
Address:
Gty
Phone Number. {__)
FAX: (). e-mail;

State:, Zip:
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