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Seats beckon |
File now for school board race

© encourage interested

residents to take the

plunge and run for
seats on the Farmington and
Clarenceville schoo! boards.

In both cases, there are
incumbents on the board who
are running for re-election, But
that shouldn't bo a doterrent.
Anyone with n passion for edu-~
cation and a willingness to do
the homework necessary to lead our schools
should go for it.

~ Qbviously, it's a lot ul‘work Trustees are
ted to read packets of i tion; keep

current on educntwnul isaues; show up for
~&tudy, and board ti: con-

~tribute questions and opinions; and make
{mportant, prudent policy decisions on behalf
of the entire community.

1| QUESTION:
Do you feel
protected or
needs, teacher contracts and pri- violated
vatization are a few. :fz::’:gl;x“ce
In Farmington, one big issue
involves sceing through the $93 : ‘si:hx;oil:t:o'he
million bond plan. There, incum-
bents Jack Inch and Cathy for . . . . fine with
drugs in | feel protected, People only feel ) think that no It was fino w
ek e iscton st e, | | lockers? | Lot | oy | el |
oae n}her person had taken out We asked this school, The poc- somalh_lng willl stilt have Iife- | your tocker
petitions, question of ple that don't do _wrong. gal drugs on untess 1.hoy sus-
In Clarenceville, incumbent school stu- drugs don't want Patty Jeandouls them.” pocted.
Linda Brandomihl stepped out after 12 years, dents at the &::;f"”) Farmington High Mark Mifler Stefanla
opening a third seat in the election. The other Burger King in . Farmington High Gavriloskl
zwo open seata are currently occupied by Gary Farmington. Joanna Murphy Farmington High
and Marita Neal, who was recently Farmington High
uppommd to fill a vacant bourd seat. Garrison
has announced he is secking re-ol ——
Time is ghort for those interested in run- LmERs
ning for achool board. l'-‘:lmg dendlme is 4 p.m. American Logion No, 346

Mond:

, April 6, Potenti, d need to

. They're d to bring a k of
that community and the school dmtnct with a
willingnesa to learn more. They’re expected to
bring a record of community involvement,
T'hey‘m also cxpected to represent the district
to settlmg ploy
ea cont.rnct issues and hiring/firing the super-
intendent.

* In.veturn, thoy get to hclp shnpe the direc-
3 and thereft

contact tho local board office, get a petition
and start gathering signatures,

Often it’s those who take the initiative to
run for achool board whose questions and
isaues help invigorate discussion ond stimu-
late debate in these races, whether they win
or loge.

Don't get this wrong, we aren't saying the
i b deserve to be unseated. It's just

tion of public the
future of our young peoplm
Important educational issues abound in our

that our governmental system thrives on com-
petition and choice, and a ballot without choic-
es or chall is a di

ment

schoola: MEAP test scores, meeting technology

Prepare for worst in Michigan

he first day of spring
doesn't mean a whole Iot
to Mother Nature,”

That observation came from
-Jeff Boyne, a meteorologist for
-the National Weather Service;

in an Associated Press story
about the winter storm (Oops|
Mnke that spring storm) that
-dumped from 2 to 4 inches of
:snow and sleet on southenat
.Mic}ugnn last Friday and Saturday — the first
‘official days of epring.
" " The storm shouldn't have come as any sur-
prise to Michiganians. Snow storms are not
unusual in March and April. As Boyne point-
ed out, on the first day of spring in 1983 the
area received 6 to 8 inches of snow. And 1983,
coincidentally or not, was another ycnr when
El Nifio was around.

Tbe pbenomenon known as El Nmo a

process that i

trade winds, the eastward drift of warm Pacif-
ic water fmm Australia to South America, the

Frankly, we don't know what
to make of it all. We don't dis-
pute the prognostications of the
professional meteorologists, but
we also know that it's spring
and it's Michigan and the
weather is going to be unpre-
dictable, Which brings us to our
point.

Gov. John Engler has
‘declared the weck of March 29
through April 4 as “Severe Weather Aware-
ness Week in Michigan,” citing statistics that
last year Michigan experienced 19 tornadoes,
72 episodes of flooding and many thunder-
atorms, resulting in seven deaths, 108 injuries
and property damage of more than $150 mil-
lion, Western Wayne County seemed to got
more than its share of this weather, with dam-
age from tornadoes and flooding. The 35th
District Courthouse in Plymouth burned to
the ground after a lightning strike during one
of those storms.

'l'hn Mlchxgnn Cnmmliteo for Severe Weuth-

jet stream and chain in pat-
terns ~ has received 8o much press in recent
months that it has become almost fashionable
to blame El Nifio for whatever weather comes
along. *

If El Nidto bmught us snow on the first day
of apring, it also brought the springlike weath-
or that resulted in a snowless February. If El
Niie was responsible for the remarkably mild
winter that just (officially) ended, it may also
be to blame if we are served up a cold and wet
spring.

Mateorologists scem to refer to El Nifio on
Jjust about every TV weather show we watch
and cven tho editors of the Old Farmer'a
Almanac admit that yes, they conaidered the
effects of El Nifio when writing the forecasts
for the 1898 edition of that classic work,

This week {n history as reported in past
editions of the Farmington QObserver and the
Farmington Enterprise.

40 YEARS AGD ~ MARCH 27, 2958 (ENTERPRISE)

Two petitions were filed with the county
clerk which would bring about votes dunng
the summer, One dealt with the

“TURNING BACK THE'PAGES

eré
alert resndenm about the xmporumce of bemg
prepared for severe weather and to educate
people as to how to react should dangerous
weather conditions develop. All schools in tho
state are being asked to conduct tornade drills
on March 31 so students can practice safety
procedures.

We urge all of you to do the same, Develop
a plan of action both at work and at home as
to what to do should severe thunderatorms,
flooding or tornadoes strike your area. Discuss
the plan with your family and maybe conduct
a drill or two in your own home.

You may not be able to predict the weather,
but you cari prepare for it when it turns bad,
And if you aren't prepared, you can't blame
that on El Nifio,

soveral years in Farmington.
School district residents voted 9,663-1,261
to extend a B-mill property tax levy for -
another 10 years to support education.
2 YEARS AGO - MARCH 25, 1996
Ament.ech known as a phono service

.ol'about eight square miles in the southwest
porhnn of the township to Farmington city.
~The other, for incorporation of a village in
aer:ﬁnnn 15, 16 and 21.

'.'.-.n

Personal matters prompted Elizabeth G,
Downey's resignation as secretary of the
Farmington School Board, .

28 YEARS AGO ~ MMcH 2!, 973 -

A spectacular, five-alarm blaze demol-
ished Irving’s Furniture store, Eight Mile
and Grand River. It was the biggeat fire in

d posing to offer cable servico
in the Fnrmmgton area, The service would
have provided customers with 80-80 basic
channels.

Farmington Hﬂlb Council mombers dis-
cusged disbanding an Ice Arena Advisory
Committeo after conflicts over plans for dry
floor activities at the arena, Advisory group
membera said such activities would not be
profitable and would drive away ice users.
Council members, though, noted that during
the campaign for voters to approve tho arena
they had promised to make it avaflable for..
other uses, . N

- Leglon serves community

have lived in Farmington on the same

street for almost 60 years. I am proud to say
that I am a member of the Groves Walker
American Legion Auxiliary No. 346. I was dia-
appointed to hear that there have been com-
plaints against our post. I would like to take
the opportunity to tell you what our American
Legion is all about. '

It is not just a club for a bunch of drinking,
partying veterans. It is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that is made up of veterans and their
families to donato and volunteer their time
and money to help the veterans and families
who need help, This is only a part of what the
organization is all about. It ia our cbligation to
serve “the community, state and nation.”

Our money is carned by: offering bingo on
Friday night, offering poppics on Poppy Days,
once a month breakfaats (put on by our Sons
of the American Legion, S.A.L.), occasional
ateak fries on Friday nights, raffles (licensed),
concession stand at bingo (llcensed) nnd

i

W

‘Improvements’ dublous

ith all the nceds in our school district, I
can't help but think better uses exist for
the $700,000 proposed for lighting the high
school athletic ficlds. As a parent and a tax-
payer, I would like to offer some alternative
uses, Maybe computers could be purchased
for !hc c]nsamoms Dunng the recent bond
was touted
as critically nmpam.mt. Yet a few months
later, the bonrd considers spending money for
lights n better investment in our children.

Perhaps if computers aren’t important
enough, the money could be invested in con-
tinuing education for the teachers: Recently, [
sat on a committee discussing technology
nceds in the elementary schools and I learned
many teachers desire basic and advanced
inatruction on using computers in education.
Caruunly this would impact our children’s
more than night football.

rental of our hall for
church and various other occasions. The
monics earned from these funds go to main-

Maybe the money could bo spent on devel-
opinga ment ﬁystem where teachers are com-
ated results rather than

tain the building, and to help the
and their families of our community who need
a little help, Qur money carncd from poppy
donations goes directly to Veterans Hospitals
or veterans,

Checks have been written by the Lodies
Auxiliary to the following last year: Girls
State, American Cancer, Karmanos Cancer,
Michi, Cancer, Far Senior Emer-
gency Fund, Farmington Area Lions, Ameri-
can Lung Associntion, Hospice, Focus: HOPE,
Salvation Army, Farmington Area Goodfel-
lows, H. ling, eight VA hospital
Christmas Gift shop at Gmnd Rapids VA Hos-
pital, Emergency Fund for Farmington
Schools, scholarships, and many other groups
in need of money. The post (the veteran mem-
bers) have donated as much or more as the
Ladies Auxiliary.

Don't misunderstand, we do have our fun
times but as you can see it i3 also a lot of hard
work by veterans and their family members. I
gueas what I am trying to say is, we do not
want to have a dispute with our neighbors.
‘We work for the community, not against it.
Part of our Prenmble says “serve our commu-
nity."” That is what most members are trying
to do. On Memorial Day when we honor our
dead, our veterans, and our service men and
women, and you git on the sidewalk or on the
steps of the American Legion Post, please
remember what the American Legion is and
what wo stand for and that the parade is
sponaored in part by our American Legion
Post No, 346. If you would like to come down
g a guest or a new member, pleaso feel free to
do s0.

Leah Brancheau
past president Ladies Auxiliary

‘or

tenure. Actunlly, this is a poor alternative.
The money would be consumed by lawyer fecs
as the board defended against an NEA lawsuit
blockmg the xmplemcnmnun of nuch a Bystcm.
the most ludi
nfnll — improve the education at William’
Grace Elementary School. Their fourth-grade
MEAP scores were nbysmal last year and the
womt in the dxstnct I'wondcr if any of the
bers have child

ve

at

William Grace?

Also, I wonder about the Observer report-
ing that 76 percent support lighting the ficlds;
76 percent of what? The residents of Farm:
ington or those who took the time to respond
to the request for comments? I suspect the
answer is the latter. Ifso, is that a valid sam-
ple upon which to proclaim overwhelming sup-
port? Idon't think so. After all, 76 percent of
a minority ia not a majority.

To those who failed to make your opinions
known, watch out! Flush with money from
the bond approval, the board appears to be
ready to waste your tax dollars on frivolous

nmprovementa.
Steve Sutton

N Farmington
R
Oplnlons are to be shared: We weicome your
fdeas, as do your nelghbors. That's why we
offer this space on a weekly basls for opinions
in your own words. We will help by editing for
clarlty. To assure authenticity, we ask that you
sign yaur letter and provide a contact telephone
number,

Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 33411 Grand River; Farming-
ton Michigan 48335; faxed to (248) 477-9722;

lled to g nat

Farmington Dbserver

DAYE VARGA, COMMUNITY EDITOR, 248-477-5450
. BUSAN ROSIEN, MANAGING EDITOR, 734-953-2149
HUGH QALLAGHER, ASSISTANT MARAQING EDITOR, 734-953-2118
KATHY HIRSCHRIELD, ADVERTISING MANAGER, 248-901-2501
. LARRY GEKER, CIRCULATION MAMAGER, 734-953-2234
BANKS M, DISHMON, JR. PUBUSHER, 734-953-2100
STEVER K. POPE, VICE-PRESIDENT/ GENERAL MANAGER, 734-953-2252

Ricx

PICORELLY, MARKETING DIRECTOR, '734-953-2150

HOMETOWN COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK, INC.

PHILP POWER, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
our B we publish

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger

JOHN REODY, VICE PRESIDENT/EDITORIAL  RICKARD AQINLAN, PRESIDENT
i spapers, we think about commumty}aumallam
ith lves to be

independent from the stories and iti
lonal and then dashing off to cover

they cover,

ping in to write the unusual or
else, We regard ourselves as both aceurdte

Journalists and as caring citizens of the cammumlxen where we work.”

~~ Philip Power :




