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va York City denllng with rela.
tionships, work, creativo desires
and- losing friends to AIDS,
Thgae are also the eloments of
“Rent,” which focuses on a group
of ‘artistically c¢reative young
paaple, gay and straight, who
denl with the many trials and
tribulations of living in Now
York City and trying to find o
brenk and slso struggling wnh
driig addiction and HIV/AIDS, -
!Jonnt.hnnn work made me fcel
solething,” Seller satd. “I was 25
afll he was telling my story, and
1 Jidn’t even know him. I lave
‘Rent’ and I did it because [ loved
+ ite] hoped others would love nt,
w&And they have.”

Bcllor deseribed Larson as a
min with a towering exuberance
for:the arts and a mission to
bring younger people into live
theater.

On Jan. 25, 1996, Johanthan
Larson died of an saortic
ancurysm, just hours before the
dress rehenraa! of-Broadway of
“Rnnt and just 10 days before
hig: 36ith birthday.

=it was probably the worst
grjef 1 ever feit. T lost my grand-
pients, but I never lost a con-
tendporary liko that, I never lost

+ a fricad in such a shocking way,”
Scﬂlcr said,

"cht' was originally produced
at, Lho nonprofit Now York The-
atye Workshop and then com-
mercially off-Broadway. Original-

reon and Seller and hia two
cofpmdu:nm saw the rock musi-

H ‘Rent’ swept all
major theater awards,
including the 1996 Tony
for Best Muslical and
became the seventh
musical drama to win
the Pulitzer Prize.

cnl as strictly an off-Broadway
production,

“When we saw it in perfor-
mance, in front of an audience, I
snid it feels like o Broadway
musical. It was big - big in feal-
ings, big in character, big in
music,” Scller said,

Scller’s assessment proved -

right. The play moved to Broad-
way in April, 1996, tg rave

viduals to say ‘here I am, to get
out of the crowd.' It's about the
individual finding their niche in
socioty, and the difficulty of the

" arts, and discipline of dance,”

Originally directed and chore-
ographed by Michael Bennott, "A

. Chorus Line,” which takes a

behind:-the-scenos look at chorus
dancers nuditioning for a part.in
a Broadway musical, played on’

. Broadway 6,137 consecutive

Umnu, surpassed ‘only by “Cats”
in 1987. Music by Marvin Ham-

. linnh nncl lyrics by Edward Kle-

ban mnke this a truly memos
rablo show.

Gillespic says this is one of the
strongest musical casts he's over
put together. Caston isn't the
only student with professional
oxporionce, cast membors have
apent summers performing at
Disney World, Cedar Pointe'and

‘Universal Studios.

David Havasi of Rochester who
portrays Mike, haa worked as a
performer in the sumrer at Dis-
ney World and Universal Stu-
dios,

A sophomore, Mike is a rolo- nerds

David always wanted to play.
“I've been dancing since I was in
eighth grade,” he said. “I thought
dancing was only for girls. My
mom had to practically drag me
to a hip hop dance class at a stu-
dio, It was so much fun, and all
guys. [ said ‘I love this' and
found out that guya can dance,
and bo manly too. It was a great
revelation.”

Eighth grade was also when
Havasi joined the :hmr, and
learned singing isn't just for

Like the character Mike who
sings - *I Can Do That” — David
is preparing for a career in the
arts, doing modeling on the side,
“'A Chorus Line’ is wonderfui,
it's great,” ho sald, “It’s all ubout

peoplo discovering where they're
at, where thoy come from and
where thoy'ro going. Like us in'
college”

This “Chorus Lino” will bo set
in tho 1890s, and therc's a sur-
prise ending.

»l‘.hny know them from firat lis-

ten”

. “Day by Doy,” the initial single
from *Legenda Dinen,” was a Top
40 track on the Gavin Adult Con-

reviews and sold:

and, along with “Bring in "da .
Noise, Bring in 'da Funk,” has.
helped bring young peoplo back

to theater. K

“Rent” swept all major theator
awards, including the 1996 Tony
for Best Musical and became the

seventh musical drama to win -

the Pulitzer Prize.

Seller is currently oversceing
four companies of “Rent” and
planning London and Sydney
productions. He is also importing
an Argentine musical for Broad-
way opening in apring and begin-
ning work on a new musical.

y Charts. “Life Goes On
In LA is climbing the charts.

With the music part figured
out, Monroe is learning about
tho business “day by day.”

Legends from page E1

“Legonds Diner” is the first
rolease on Menroe's indepon-
dent label, Divorce Records. “I

- get o realiatic view. of what it

takes to get o record done this

* way," he said. *Not only writing

it, but secing it all the way
through, from production to
packaging, to gotting it in stores
and out to tho public. It's great
knowing that something that

came from my head can get on
the radio and that people take
the time not only to buy it, but
send lotters, faxea and o-mails.”

Divorce was o namc he
thought of while suing through a
divorce. “It's severing the old to
make way for the new, because
with every ending there’s a
beginning,” he said.

At Borders, you'll just see “Me
and my acoustic 1,” said Monroe,
Michigan is the first stop on a
bookstore tour that will take him
to Texas and California.

“It's a song showcase, and sct
up nicely,” he said. “People arg
there to study, the audience will
listen. It's real direct, not loud
like & club”

Juggling school, theater challenges producer

By KEELY WYGONIK
BTAFF WRITER

Jdennifer Rembinz of Livonia
and her frienda had so much fun
performing in shows at Morcy
High School that they decided to
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keep on doing it after they grad-
uated.

“Let’s just do one,” she said in
1996 while talking to fricnds she
met through Mercy High School
in Farmington who said they
regretted not having n shaw to
work on,

Their theater company, Jack-
In.The-Box Productions, pre-
sents Edward Albee’s two-man
show *“The Zoo Story” Friday-
Sunday, March 27-28, ot the Uni-
versity of Michignn-Dearborn’s

‘The cast features Christopher
Cain of Redford as the “dis-
turbed fanatic ‘permanent tran-
sient’ Jerry, and Bryon D. Har-
vey as the clean-cut suburban
character, Poter.

Set in a peaceful park in New
York, Jerry disturbs hookworm
Peter about his recent “trip to
the z00.”

Rembisz is producing, Karri
Washington of Southfield is
stage manager and Theresa
Ciaco of Livonia, lighting engi-
neer.

“I've always loved his (Albee's)
work,” said Rembisz explaining
why she wanted to produee this
show, “He'’s an absurdist who
attacks the moral values of soci-
ety”

M “The Zoo Story” - 8 p.m. I-‘nduy»Snturdny Mnrch 21 28; 6
p.. Sunday, March 29, U of M 's ROC.
‘The campus is off Evcrgreen Road {(between Ford Road and Michi-
gan Ave.). Tickots $5, buy two get ona froe, {784) 797-JACK.

@ “Speed-the-Plow™ ~ 8 pm. undmfx?n turday, Apnl 2-4 and
April 9-11. 2 p.m. Sunday, April 5; Studfo Thoatre, downstairs at
the Hilberry Theatre on the campus of Wayne State UnlvomtyA
Tickets $5 to $7, call (313) 677-2072,

Rembisz, whose main aspira-
tion is to be a lawyer, truly
enjoys theater, and the challenge
of juggling 17 credit hours at the
University of Michigan, Ann
Arhor, and working as a sales
rep for Joker's Entertainment,
an agency that offers singing
tclegrams, magicinns and other
services,

“I'm having a blast,” she said.
“If you're going to go into the-
ater, do it because it's fun.”

Rembisz said she believes the-
ater is a good outlet for young
people because it'a creative.

“We're hoping to keep going

there. The ROC ia centrally
located, ensy for patrons to get
to.”

The best part, if you buy two
tickets, you can bring a friend for
ree.

At the Studio

“Speed the Plow,” David
Mamet's dark comedy, opens
April 2 at Wayne State Universi-
ty’s Studio Theatre.

Mamet explores the savage
underside of the American film
industry as he looks at two
friends (Gould and Fox) planning
to pitch a new script to a major

with thia production,” she mld..llnllywood film studio while

“We're loving it, and
to presenting hlgh -quality the-
ater at prices affordable to
patrans, My show is $6, cheaper
than a movie. I went to the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn,
and still have a lot of friends

office uecmmry {Karen).

“Specd-the-Plow™ contains
adult language and situations.
The technical staff includes
Shatha Faraj of Weat Bloomfield
(stage manager).
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THE NOVI EXPO CENTER SOME EXCITING ATTRACTIONS
RILZ 2w ATMLHIS YEAR'S SHOW:
. - THURSDAY, . m-10pm - money tuming "Trinkets into Treasures.” H
1998@ ! FRIDAY, APRIL 3, opmop o 250 you how: As seen on Oprah and Vickd. ey Hyman

o . ﬂd” . . SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 10am~10pm Joe Gagnon, WIK's “The Appliance Doctor” broadcasts
= ME “. ' SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 10am-7pm . m Parade of Homes
] The 1998 Home Improvement Show at the Novi Expo » Home tiona
é ; ' %ﬁxﬁ%ﬁuﬁuﬁwﬁiﬁﬁmﬁ;ﬁ : Treasure dﬂtmmdaﬂy prizes,
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