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Football lights intrusive, costly

T any of the reasons for lighting Farm-
M ington’s football ficlds for Friday

night games are sound, But thoso
reasons aren't enough to endorse sponding
$700,000 and ruining many Friday nights for
the neighbors of the three achools.

. Those of us who didn't attend high schoals
in Farmington know all about Friday night
faotball. Thoy wero fun, raucous eventa that
drew atudent bodies together and helped bond
school spirit for students, parents and alumni.
Cheering on the home team was the place to
tre; whether you were there to watch football,
the cheerleaders or tho band. It was also the
ploce to be for those looking for a party.

The idea ﬁmt Friday mght gnmcs will draw
moro stud than games
is beyond dispute; the ramifications of such
gatherings will be both positive and negative.
Sure, thero will be bigger crowds, though you
can expect the true football fans will show up
k'riday night as they do now on Saturdays.
Thero would also be plenty of noise, bright
lights and traffic, plus some vandalism, and
yes, some alcohol and drug use, Neighbors
know this.

Adding lights would bring some real -
improvements for the achools’ athletic and
band scheduling. Marching bands would be
able to play dunng the F*ndny games and then
travel
that is often now cumprcsscd mw a single
afternoon, if it's done at all. Lights would also
allow coaches more time to study film and
practice for upcoming games since they will alt
be'n full week npart. Soccer teams would also
benefit with a number of night games.

-'So, we all agreo this would be nice for the
schools, allowing them to catch up to tho Jone-

acs all nround Oakland County, where Farm-
ington is tho only district left without lights,

The main impetus, though, scemsa to be pro-
viding a safe, supervised place for teens to be
on Friday nights — ao they’re not cruising tho
streets or loitering at the mall. That's a worth-
while goal and something this community is
striving to achieve through its recent Call to
Action Summit by the Farmington Families in
Amun and the school dmtnct

, that r that

Lhn:e or four Friday nights a year at each
school will make a difference for teenagers.
With a nine-game football home ecason, teams
play four or five home games a year, and the
district has already decided that nt ahould

QUESTION:
What aro the
pros and
cons to
having :
lights at the
high school
athletic
fields?

. “More peopls "Perents can *Personalty, | “ft wouldbo &
can make it make It, Thoy think it"s a great bettar use of the
becouse It'll be can support thelr idga. | like night fecllity.”

We asked this later at night.” kids more.” gomes. Then Curt Katsls
question at Christina { Adrienno Michoel :ﬁ,‘gg;,:,r,':;;n‘." Farmington
Farmington Swoeting Formington Hills Know Fow they'd

High Schoo! Farmington Hills fee) about It.”
soccer game. Temmy Hross

Farmington Hills

keoph ing at its traditi
afternoon time slot (largely because of the tra-
dition).

That cuta the number of varsity football
Friday nights down to three or four, with the
lights being used around 22 to 27 times a year
at each school — including junior varsity, soc-
cer, a band competition and practice and oth-
ers. That is a lot to ask neighbors to put up
with - lights, noise, pnrkmg and crowds ~ iu

h for the good of busying .
teens for a couple hours on three or four Fri-
day nights each fall.

Spending three-quarters of & million dollars
1 go a long way toward meeting some edu-

-{ cational needs for the district. Is this really

the beat uae of taxpayer mondy?
If the school board does approve the lights,
a8 seems likely after lnst week's meeting, the

.| idea of piloting the hght.s at one uhool to work

out any bugs in the

LETTERS |

Lack of respect

y parents have lived in Canterbury

Commons in Farmingtqn Hills for 26
years, In fact, thoy would have had their
house paid off this July. Their houso backs to
the lafe field ot North Farmington High
School. They have had “privacy” since they

* moved in. (Not including football practices, lit-

tle leaguo players, etc.) Two weoks ago, with-
out ANY notice, the city dug up the field

.behind their house and lnid gravel. They took

away much of their tree-lino, They brought in
2 huge modular and port-a-potty and placed .
both right smack on their prvperty line. They
put up a fence.

Now my parents, who for 26 years had

and
| iasues looks to be a wise move. It would also

limit the budget impact this year.

Keep close tabs on concealed guns

G uns, Next t6 abortion and muated sumdo,

One bill gives gun boards potentially abus-

3 it is ono of the most i
public issues in Michigan,

ged

able di to go in to closed-door sessions
when dmcnssmg applications.
Mich ians should heed the warnings of

“While many people are split on
thitre should be more or less control on hand-
gfx‘ns. the public should bo aware of an inno-
cunt-luolung package of bills proposed by state
lcslalntm'n that threatens to do much more
herm than good.

20On the surface, tho package of related bills,
wfmsc chief sponsor is state Rep. Alan
C;opsey, R-DeWitt, has some advantages. It
wpuld standurdnze amtewxdu the rulea for peo-

two wall-informed organizations which have
voiced strong opposition to the bill.

‘While the bills seem harmless enough on
t.he nurfnce, lhn Observer agrees with the

intion of Michi-

gnn ond the A College of Physicians in
opposing the package of billg.

‘The prosecutors’ association made the pub-
lic policy position clear in a letter to a state

plp applying fora permit
agd require that applicants complete a12-
héuz firearms training course. One bill also
nﬂnws government to revoke a permit of any-
otip with a blood alcohol level of 0.02 percent
whlle carrying the pistol.

-At present, each county has a board which
ruviews requests and approves them if the
npphcnnts can prove a reason to have the per-

;But the bill package in Lansing starts at
tHe opposite end ~ requiring that the boards
“ghall issue” permm! unless there are pmb-

3

Ictns with tho b d of the

‘-‘Every effort should be made to reduce the
level of violence in our communities and to
protect the lives and safoty of our citizens,” it

*| said. “We are convinced t.hnt the move to liber-

alize the i of P

per-

hing in their back yard, look at these items
every day. In addition, they now have bulldoz.
ers back there. The city has forced them to put
their house up for sale and relocate. They are
both in their 80s and did not want to ever
have to re-establish roots. My mother had
just had work completed on a $40,000 all-sea-
son room which faces the “field.”

I am very upset and angry, as are thay. No
one ever notified them about this. Yet when®
thoy had their addition put on, they got the
run-around from the city for many months,
Nobody from the Farmington Board of Educa-
tion would return her calls and answer ques-
tions, The principal of North F:
found it amusing that she was upset., Tho
only consolation that vhe recoived was from a
gentleman who is in charge of tha company
who is doing the work.

1 just thought I would comment on the lack
of respect that the city and the school system
had for my parents. All they would have asked
for would have been some notification of what
was about to happen to their solitude.

Laura Raymond
Farmington

mits, if successful, can only serve to i
the number of tragedies that we witness daily
from the misuse and accidental discharge of
handguns,” the association said.

The medical organization went one step fur-
ther.

“The ing incid of ﬁreurm
luu hed epidemic proportions. Members of

-Ir approved, the bills will put more weapons
m the hands of perscns m:mg about their daily
busumas and pose a serious public safety
thrent to overyone,

- While many believe that “law-abiding” citi-
zqm don't pase a threat while carrying a
d to protect th ves outalde their
hémes, the inerense in the accessibility of
héndguns has a potential for misuse in a vari-
ey of situations.

+The proposal to liberalize the led
weapons permit laws, supported by a majori-
ty of the state House, ig poor public policy and
a cleur public safety threat,

=Tt ahould be rejected by the Legislature
with support from the public.

:There aro several good rensons for opposing
thio bill.

violence and the prevention of firearm injuries
are public health issues of increasing concern

the college averwhelmingly agreo that firearm |

. Forget petty grumblings

8 a regular patron of the Village Mall, I

find it sad that a amall number of shop
owners, such as Barbara Horrigan-Goins of ©
the Celtic Shamrock, would take issue with
Deb'’s Crafts and the success of her Bearie
Baby sale days. I'm sure that the vast mejori-
t.y of other buamessen in the Village Mall and

and thut h should be involved m

i and
actions to reduce injurics and deaths involving
fircarms.”

Under Michigan law, a person with a per-
mit to own a gun may carry that gun; he or
she just may not carry it concealed. Michigan
already has common-sense rules on carrying
handguns, To roll back these reatrictions and

aro more than happy
to have t.he foot traffic and added exposure, It
doesn't take a marketing genius to realize that
having an extra hundred people in the area is
far better for evervone's business than not
having them come there at all, In Ms. Horrig-
an-Golns’ recent letter to this column (“Packed
uwll not ulwuy! good” ), she comp]nma about
people blocki lwm"

make Michigan a “shall issue” state would be
a mistake,

The bottom line is that tho lifo you save
may bo your own,

If writing to your staie legislator, mfnr to
Houze Rilla 8551 through 5559, in

- This woek in history asz reported in past
editions of the Farmington Observer and the
Farmmgtan Enterprise.

w YEARS AGO - APRIL 3, 1958 (ENTERPRISE) |

" A proposed budget for the 1958-68 fiacal

. .Yenr was the major item of business taken
tp at the Woud Creek Farms Village Council
reeting. Councll membera wore sharply
#plit, h hoth

n the of or
riot tho village ahoulrl earmark $600 for rub-
bish pickup scrvice for the Jast half of tho fis-
al yenr. ’

25 YEARS AGO - MARCH 31, 1973
All three Farmington high schools wero
slated to have new principals in April: James

Geiger, Harrison High; Lynn Nutter, North
Farmington High; and Clayton Graham,
Farmingtor: High.
2 YEARS AGO - APRIL 1, 1898

Talk of removing sowing and cooking froms
Farmington schools’ Lifo Managament curricu-
lum was noodling a fow parents, Ona achaal
official enid pressure to add foreign

and vised ¢child when

the cu!mmr.-re in line to purchase Beanie

Babics at Deb’s Crafts. I've attended several
Beanie Baby sales at Deb's and have wit-
nessed no such behavior, How would Ms. Hor-
rigan-Goins fecl if someone were to use those
samo exaggerated and unflattering terms to
describe the group of people who attended an
open house at her shop on a recent Saturday?
But I guess that's different.

And shame on the landlord of the Village
Mall for his kowtowing to a smattering of shop
owners and telling the proprietor of Deb's
Crafts, Debbic Watson, she can no longer hold
her Beanie Baby sales on Saturdays because
she's getting too big a crowd. Lot me get this-
straight: A landlord leases retail space toa
tenant in a competitive free-market society,
then proceeds to toll that tenant she has to
change the way she yuns her business because
she's attracting too many 8? Am I the
only person that seos something terribly
unjust here? Yes the moll is crowded when
Deb has her Beanie Baby sales - crowded with
folks who come to downtown Farmington to
engage in cnmmerce and contribute to the tax
base of the community.

kae many otheu in the area, I have l.ha
P of g Deb Watson p
and consider mysalf lucky to do 80, She is by
far one of the kindest and most considerate
individuals one could hope to meet, and I
enjoy doing business at her shop, For the
record, Deb holds her sales only one or two .
Sutun:lny mornings a month, ceruunly not the

t, unrul, de her
waould have you believe.

Deb, you were a suceeas long befors Beanie
Babies and you will continue to be a success
long after. Please don't let the petty grum-
blings of a faw jealous competitors, or a land-
lord who plays favorites, affect the way you
run your business.

Alex G, Yvonnod
Livonia
A R —

Sldewalks needed.

I 'm writing this letter concerning my subdi-
vision, Farmington Square. We have many
little children running around in the summer-
time, as well as in the wintertime. I would like
to suggest that our subdivision have sids-
walks, 1 think it would be a lot éasier, not to
niention less stressful on parents if we did.
They wouldn't have to worry about a car com-
ing by, afraid it could hit the children walking
or riding their bikes. We have just recently
gotten sidewalks put in tk h our
ground, but I fecl it would be better if we had
them arcund the whole subdivision. Like I
8aid, it would give parents much greater peace
:l' ‘mind and provide better safety for the chil-
ren. .

Melissa Judge
Power Middle School
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OUR MISSION: “Becauase we publish community newspapera, we think about community journalism
in a fundamentally differcnt way than our bigger competition. They consider themaelues to be

independent from the stories and it

{onal and then dashing off to cover

they cover, H

ping in to write the unusual or
elze. We regard ourselves as both accurate

2

and tochnology helped pross for the removal.
Parents said kids need to know theso skills.

' Joumaluu and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.” -

= Philip Power




