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 MOVIES .

L/OST 11l Opace neeas soimeonc

I spent way
too much of my
young lifo
porked in front

them fa Don Waost, tho fighter

pilot who grumbles about haul-

ing the family across the galaxy.
Enter tl:u)cvi‘] Dr. Smith, o

of the

sot watching

who pro-
grams the 's robot to

Rohi

roruns of “Lost
in Space.” I liked
it better thah
“Star Trok.” It
had more mon-
sters.

So imagine
the pain, the
. pain of secing it
botched so budly on the big
screen, The inevitable “Lost in
Space” movio, which opens Fri-
day, may have better spocial
effects, but it can't moko up ita
mind between serious science fic-
tion and Baby Boomer camp.

The original show ran for
threo scasons starting in 1986
and the plot remains much the
same. Tho Robinson family are
pioneers, circa 2068, who sot off’
to colonize other planets. Joining

N JOHN
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crush, kill, and destroy them
shortly after takeoff. When that
plot fails, he's stranded on the
now runaway ship.

Add to this the same old sexu-
al tension between pilot West,

. and Robinson daughter Judy,

and you've got the basic olo-
ments of the ol show.

8o whero does the movie go 60
wrong? By not having a firm
grasp on the material. By now,
rules have been cstablished for
turning old TV shows into viable
maoviea. When the materinl is
good to stort with, like “The
Fugitive,” a decent movie can
still regult,

When it was hokey to begin
with, like “The Brady Bunch," it's
best to not take things too sori-
ously. Betty Thomas, director of

tho first “Brady” movio, had a
fondness for the materinl and
know how to po{m fun at it while

creature that looks even sillier,
then the Irwin Allen TV version
(and that was just a dazed chimp

still being

There’s no doubt that the
forces behind *Loat in Space”
(nnmely writer Akiva Goldsman
and director Stephen Hopkins)
genuinely liko the show, but they
nover have a grasp on what
mado it apecial, Certainly it was-
n't the special effects but the
i inative way it pi ted
crazy science fiction concepts
with a definito sense of the
absurd.

Hero you've got serious scion-
tific musings about the nature of
time travel, In tho next breath
you've got Mimi Rogers deliver-
ing lines to the kids like, “stop it
you two, or we're going to turn
this ship right around.” Thore’s
oven n lame “night mama™style
“Waltons” joke. .

Remomber Penny’s friend the
spaco monkey? It's back as
Blorp, a computer-generated

with glued to its head).

Tho porformances run the
gamut, from Gary Oldman, des-
perate to camp it up even more
as the fussy Dr. Smith, and
Willinm Hurt, steadfast in the
role of patriarch John Robinsen.
Boware of {nordinate screen time
dovoted to TV hoartthrob Matt
LoBlanc as Don West, He palcs
next to Mark Coddard, the
show's original, who gives the
young hotshot his flight instrue-
tions,

In & long line of cameos, Juno
Lockhart (mother Maurecen)
shows up as Will's achool princi-
pal while Angela Cartright and
Marta Kriaton (the original
Robinson daughters) appear as
roporters. Bill Mumy and
Jonathan Harris (Will and Dr.
Smith in the old show) reported-
1y wanted more than a walk-on
8o boycotted the project altogeth-
er. .

Of course tho evorything.
including-tho-kitchon aink
appronch to “Lost in Space” can

wtald anman antomtainine wa. a
yicld same entertaining results,

.Family adventure:

Space.”

free-fall from a ghost space ship
and attach to the Jupiter 2. And
thero's a nifty cryogenics tube

that freezea the family in flight.
The wholo project ultimately
goos the direction of the old
series, What starts out as some-
thing genuinely cool panders
mora and mara to the kiddie
i by the end. Still, when

lactic spiders

SCREEN SCENE

J MIBHNVN“ X o
Jack Johnson (left to right), William
Kurt, Mimi Rogers and Lacey Chabert star in “Lost in

Lo Codla ¢

the electronic version of the old’
“Lost in Space” theme song rolls
over the closing credits, [ know *
111 be back for the sequel. :

Join Monaghan welcomes
your calls and commenta. To,
Teave John a voicc mail message,”
ial (734) 953-2047 on a touch-

E
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A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movie theaters
across metro Detroit -as reviewed
by John Monaghan.

Detroit Film Theatre -
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200,
Woaodward, Detrait, Call {(313)
833-2323 for information ($5.60;
$4.50 studenta/scniora)

“Taste of Cherry” (Iran-
1997), April 3-5 (call for show-
times). In a story reminiscent of
cur own Dr. Kevorkian, 8 man
drives through. the outakirts of
Tohoran, scarching for o
stranger to assist in his suicide.

“The Long Way Home"”
(USA-1997), 7:30 p.m. Monday,
April 6. The Oscar-winning docu-
mentary that focuses on the
plight of those that survived the
Holocaust, chronicling the often
torturous years following their
liberation from the camps.

Magic Bag — 22918 Wood-
ward, Ferndale. Call {248} 544-
3030 for information. ($2)

“Boogie Nighta” (USA-1997),
9:30 p.m, Thursday, April 2. A
nearly epic look at the salad
days of the porno industry in the
late ‘70 and early ‘80s whara a
not-too-bright busboy (Mark
Wahlberg) becomes a star. Burt
Reynolds and Julianne Moore
copped Oscar nominations (but

lost) for their supporting roles.

“Wag the Dog" (USA-19987).
9:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 8.
Prophetic, to say the least. Whon
the President is found dallying
with a young girl, Washington
spin doctors try to avert media
attention by staging a fake war
Dustin Hoffman has his best role
since Rain Man as the Holly-
wood producer called in to pull
the whole ruse off.

Main Art Theatre ~ 118 N.
Main (at 11 Mile Road), Royal
Qak. Call (248) 542-0180 for
information. {$6.50; $4 stu-
dents/seniors and matinces; $3
twilight)

“Mrs. Dalloway” (Britain -
1997), When a womnn (Vanessa
Redgravn) encounters u man she
knew some 30 years carlier, it
causes her to reevaluate the
path her life has taken. Boscd on
a novel by Virginia Woolll

“Tho Real Blonde” (USA -
1998). From Tom DiCillo, direc-

tor of “Living in Oblivion,” comes .

this romantic comedy set in Now
York City nbout a group of char-
acters whose lives intertwine in
the auperficial world of fashion
and entertainment. Matthew
Modine and Daryl Hannah star.
Starts Friday.

“Niagara Niagara” {USA-

COMING ATTRACTIONS

1998). Two misfits meet whiles
shaplifting at a story.iu upstatos
New York in this contemporarys
melodrama. Starta Friday. Pt
Redford Theatre - 173602
Lahaser, Detroit. Call (313) 63725
2560 for information, ($2.60) =1
“Ben-Hur” (USA - 1959). 82
p.m. Friday, April 3; 2 p.m. and 8~
p.m. Saturday, April 4 (orgon
overture begins a half hour
before showtimo), Charlten Hes-
ton stars but that chariot race,
still highlights this story of the
conflict between Jews and
Romans during the time of.
Christ. Always a must on the big.
screen, ) )
Windsor Film Theatre -,
2135 Wyandotte Strect, Windsor, :
Canada. Call (518) 264-FILM for,,
information. {$5.25 Canadian; $4-

.S.) .

“The Tenant” (France-1976)
7 p.m. Fridoy-Sunday, April 3.5
Roman Polnnaki directed this,
paranoid psychological thriller,
about a man (Polanski) plagued
by weird goings-on in the apart-.
ment house he lives in. o

“Kiss or Kill” (Australia -
1997). 9:16 p.m. through Sunday,
April 6. An Australian film noir
about a poir of con artists who
get mixed up in murder.

to open Friday, Apeil 3
“BARNEY'S QREAT ADVENTURE™
Fun-filled musical adventure stars Amarl-
ca’s popular and lovable dinosaur.

“LOST IN SPACE"

Based on the popular TV seiles, tha
spoce teaveling Robinson fomity wan.
dera from planet to planet In thelr quest
to return home, Stess William Huet,
Miml Regers.

RTRCURY RESmO”

Action thuiller centers around a nine-
yearold autlstic savant who is chased
by government assassins anar Inodver-
tently deciphering a secrat military
toda. Stars Bruce WIiils, Alec Baldwin.
Schaduled 10 open Wednesday, Aprit 8
*PLAYER'S CLuB™

Provocative peck behind the scencs of a
smatktime gentleman's club, Stars Ice
Cube, Jamle Foxx.

10 open Friday, Apeit 10

NEIL SIMON'S “THE ODD COUPLE 1™
Sequel to the 1868 comedy it reunites
Fellx and Oscar who get rribly 1ost on
the way to the wedding«  Ir chitdren.
Stors Jack Lemmon, Walie  “ithou,

“SPECHS 2°

* Sequel 10 the 1895 schfl thiilier, the off-
spring of geneticalty-engincered Sil
make life both fun and fatal for the peo-
pia on Easth,

y drama centers sround &
smati-lown woman who finds the
courage to foav her past behind, Stars
Ed Burns, Leuren Holly.

MY GLANT

Comedy sbout a thirg rate telent agent
wha discovers n seven foot ssvenrinch
glant that he thinks could ba his ticket
10 tha Lop. Together they set off on a
road that leods them to the most
unoxpecied of happy endings. Stars
Bllly Ceystal, Kathleen Quinien.

“THE §30 ONE™

ichael Mooce has retutned (o
America’s Heartiana to tcy to figure out
why our corporations post ever higher
profits, yet continve to downsize. Stars
Michael Moore, who atso ditected,
Garrison Kellior, Studs Terkel,

“CITY OF ANGELS"

A rastiess ango) must choosa belween
Eternat [ife and possionata love, Stara
Nichotas Coge, Meg Ryan, Denais Franz,

A

Barney and

BICHATL mmuanm‘.mnu Fius
Great adventure: The scarch for a magical egg lands

his friends Marcella (Kyla Pratt), Abby

(Diana Rice) and Cody (Trevor Morgan), in the middle

of the Apple Valley parade.

* =3 NINJAS! KIGH HOOM AT MIQA
MOUNTAIN®

An aclion comedy about the unstop-
pabla Ninjs bxothers. They're on vace-
tlon to Mega Mounisin amusement park
ond find themsalves up against the evll
bandit quean Medusa when sho Lnkos
over tha park and holds it for ransor.
Stars Hulk Hogsn, Lonl Anderson,

Scheduted to open Friday, Aprit 17
BOY*
Exclusively a1 the Maln Art Theatse, on
Ironic look back at the time and place In
recont Irish history, 83 well as a funny,
siestling and compassionate explans-
tlon of the forces, hoth soclal 8nd ema-
tlonal, that send 8 child spinning extrav-
agantly out of control.

"NIGHTWATCH®

Suspenso thrlifer about 8 jaw student
wha tekes b part time Job 63 & night
watchman in o hospital morgue just ss
8 sorinl killer gas bogun ta terronize the
city, end the clues left muko him tha
prime suspect, Stars Nick Nolte, Patrl-
cle Arquetts.

“HAJOR LEAGUE: BACK TO THE MINORS®
Tha basetoll comedy serlas continues
‘whon o former minorleague pitcher
sccopts an offer to manage 3 misfit
Triple-A-team. Stars Scott Bakula.

“THE ORURCT OF MY AFFECTION®
Romantlc comedy about 8 woman who
feoses 8 room In har apartment to n gay ;!
man and Lhen finds hersolt talling In love.
with him, Stars Jennifer Aniston, Paul
Rudd, Alan Alds. N
o
-
Scheduled 10 opon Friday, Apdl 2425
“THE EX HIT™ "l
Actlon thiliter about a quarte of free- =
lance guns-forhire who moy have gotten
Involved in oae [ob too many and find .}
that a hit is now out on them. Stors
Mark Wahlbesg,
“HOPE FLO/TS" =
‘When 2 woman's picture perfect life
comas ceashing down around her, she
1atums home to stert over. Thete her -
Jife becomes even more compicated,
Dbut sha finds (he strength to rectaiin bt
life and rediscovers something she had
atmoat glven up on, hope. Stars Sondra
Bullock, Harry Connlck, Jr.
*SLIDING DOORS™
what If ane split second had the poten-
Usl of sending your lifa in two different
directions? *Sliding Doors* 13 a contem-
potary Tova story that follows one N
woman's life beyond (het deciding -
moment ~ dawn two differont paths.
Stors Gwyneth Paltiow,




