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OCC authorizes operations tax levy

When residents living with’in

“It is because of their ‘local

tho Oakland C ege
district pny their 1998 city or
township taxes, they will also
pay o property tax apscssed to
pay for the college's operating
cxpensea,

Originally, a one-mill property
tax waa approved by college dis-
triet voters in 1084 when OCC
was cstablished but the Headlea
Amendment limited the col-
lectable amount to 0.8522 mitls.
In June 1995, the voters
approved collection of an addi-
tional Q.8 mills limited to seven
years bringing the total levics to
1.6522 mills,

The OCC Board of Trustecs,
Mond d i ly to

, vote

levy all current operating mills.

“These taxes ahauldn’t sur-
prise anyone,” snid George Cart-
sonis, director of college commu-

icationa. “It has been i
on their tax bills for some time.
(The renewal) is a standard
annual event.”

The OCC district has bound-
arics similar to the Oakland
County Intermediate Schools.

Residents living in the OCC
district are charged a lower
tuition rate than other residents,
Cartsonia said.
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aresasy

contri * that distric. esi-
denta pay a lower tuition,” Cart-
sonis nuid, District vesidents pay
$46 pec credit hour compared to
$78 pald by other Michigan resi-
dents and $109 paid by out-of-
state and foreign students.

“(District) residents have
always been extremely willing to
help support this college.”

Along with the property tax,
OCC operations are Funded
through tuition and fees paid by
students and annual appropria-
tions from the atate.

During the 1996-97 fiscal
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® ‘These taxes should-
n't surprise anyone.
(The renawal) Is a stan-
dard annual event.’

George Cartsonis
—director of communicationa

year, OCC collected $66 million
from property taxes, which was
about 55 percent of tho college’s
$101.3 millien income. :

City and township taxcs are
collected in July or August and
again in December, Cartsonis
aaid.
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Schools to get fine
arts consultant

curriculum. The fine arts con-
sultant will work with the
consultant after State Sen, department to complete that
Gary Peters, D-Bloomficld curriculum and help schools
hi fully added impl t it

“Statistics show that stu-
dents who study the arts do
better in school,” Peters said.
“Standard Achiovement Teat
(SAT) scores for 18956 bear
this out. Students who had
studied the arts scored 58
pointa higher on the verbal
portion of the SAT, and 44
points higher on the math
portion than students who
had not done course work in
the arts.

Schools across Michigan
will have accesa to a fine arte

o P,
funding to the Department of
Education budget.

Peters snid the request for
this position grew out of dis-
cussion in tho bipartisan Sen-
ate Arta Caucus. Peters is the
foundi.ag member and co-chair
of that eaucus,

His district includes South-
field, Boverly Hills, Bingham
Farms, Franklin Village and
Lothrup Village, among other
communities,

“Art education develops crit.
ical thinking skills which
strengthen a child’s ability to
problem solve and make deci-
sions,” Peters snid, “Art edu-
cation is a critical part of our
children’s cducation.”

The Michigan Department
of Education has completed a
working draft of a fine arts

“Wa owe it to our studénts
to give them the beat possible
education by making arts
courses availablo throughout
thoir achool years. Fine arts
courses will give our students
tho additional skilla thoy need
to bo better students and suc-
cessful people.”

OCC Orchard Ridge is holding an open
house 6-8:30 p.m. todny. Admission is free,
refreshments will bo provided. The campus
is at 27056 Orchard Lake Rond.

Open
house set
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INFORMATION SESSION
Monday, April 8, 7-8:30 p.m.,
Castls Walnut Room
INFORMATION: (248) 683-0408

™ QUALITY FACULTY & HIGHLY MOTIVATED STUDENTS!
& COURSES RELEVANT TO TODAY'S WORKPLACE

® BACHELOR'S DEGREE FROM A QUALITY COLLEGE IN
ONLY 18 MONTHS! :

ADULTS L EARNERS WILL:

& Remaln together as a group, supporting and hefping each
other on thelr way to a degree in just 18 months!

@ Enroll in one class at a time meeling for four hours once a
week: begin a new class every 5-7 weeks,

W Engage in spirited, slimulating discussions; ¢lasses wiil have
no more l‘hnn 18 students at a ime, providing for planty of

and @
B Complate a work-related research projeciinternship
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Orchard Luke and Commerco Roads

INFORMATION: (248)-883-0408




