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Bruce Willis

In “Mercury
Rising,” Bruce
Willis plays an
undercover FBI
agent who takes
it upon himself
to protect =a
young murder
witness. The kid
hoe autism and
spends half of
the maovie kick-
ing and scream-
ing, saying he's
not supposed to
talk to strangers.

You sit through a movie like
this with your mind racing. Whg

[ JOHN
MONAGHAN

approach to any and all situa-
tions. His lines usually arrive
with a taunting scowl or a
droopy-eyed amirk. .

*Mercury Rising” begins witha
puzzlo baok that nine-year-old
Simon picks up and unravels ~
mazces, crosswords, and word
searches prove a breeze for the
boy. When ho stares at a page of
random letters and numbers, his
mind kicks into high gear and,
sure enough, you can hoar hia
computer-like calculations on the
soundtrack,

The hidden message soys to
dial an 800-number which con-
nects him to a top secret govern-

thinks up this kind of
Did they run out of buddy movie
poirings? Was it produced by a
Citizens with Disabilities organi-
zation?. And, most iraportantly,
didn't Willis learn after tho last
time?

Since taking to the big screen,
he has becn basically a ene-note
actor, with his smug, too-cool

ment organization. The puzzle

tho kid. Alec Baldwin, as the
movie's uncaring villain, says tho
denth of a "retarded kid” is a
smoll price to pay for protecting
national security.

The score, by John Barry,
recalls the veteran composer's
work on the James Bond sound-
tracks, not 8o much in the action
scenes a8 in tho slower, plot-driv-
en pasanges. It doean't really
help the standard issue action
gituations, including gunfights in
busy Chicago strects with a
blandly cast assasain.

If not for all the profanity and
the blood, this could be a Disney
movie. It would make tho plot
points n lot easier to swallow,

ially when Willis involves a

was the last snf d to prove
that a supercode could not be
eracked and, by doing so, the boy
and his family are placed in
immediate danger.

Willis, who pops pills and
flashea back to the ncedless
deaths of teennge bank robbers,
has various close ¢alla in saving

young woman to help harbor the

id.

The dialogue is worse than
usunl, especinlly when bad guy
Baldwin says, “I conduct busi-
neas tho way my wife says I
cook: quick and tasteless.”

In one scene, he and Willis -
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an uninvited guest at a fancy
dinner party - square off in the
wina cellar. The ever-cocky Willia
wrenches the corks off of price-
less bottles of wine, takes a sip,
makes a wry observation, and
then smashces them to the floor.
While Willis looks tired but
fairly robust, Baldwin is starting
to take on the paunchiness of

falls further in lame ‘Meréui‘y Rising’

middle age. This is especially
evident in the climax, where the
wind from the helicopter blades
plaaters hia usually-porfect hair
over his face, making him look
even worse.

For awhile there it looked like
Willis was gravitnting toward
roles better than this. But mem-

SCREEN SCENE .

ories of “Pulp Fiction” and
“Twolve Monkeys” grow dimmer
with each idiotic action movio
like "Mercury Rising."

John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments. To
leave John a voice mail message,
dial (734) 953-2047 on a touch-
tone phone, mailbox 1866.

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movie theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Monaghan.

Classic Cinema Serics —
Southfield Centre for the Arts,
24360 Southfield Road, South-
field. Call (248) 424-9022 for
information. ($3)

“The Stranger” (USA - 1947), *

7 p.m. Friday, May 16. Orson
Welles’ most conventional film -
made in the hopes of appensing
the studios who found his films
too weird - is still a cut above the
rest, Welles plays a Nazi crimi-
nal hiding out in a New England
college town, chased by irascible
Fedwnped (5. Ruhinron

Detroit Film Theatre -
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200
Woodward, Detroit. Call (313)
833-2323 for information ($5.50;
$4.50 studenta/scniors) '

“Love and Death on Lon
Island” (England - 1997). Fri-

day-Sunday, April 10-12 (eall for
showtimes), When a reclusive
writer is perauaded to attend a
stufly movie premiere, he ends
up instead at a screening of
*Hotpanta College II" and
Dreumes visesed with ito diuiky
star (Jason Pricstley).

“My Sex Life ... Or How I
Got Into an Argumont”
(France - 1996). 7:30 p.m. Mon-
day, April 13. In this classically
French story, a young Parisian's

“OVER-THE-TOP-FUN!
"Grease" is he one that you want;,
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Melodrama:
Robin Tunney
(Marey) and
Henry
Thomas
(Seth) in Bob
Gosse’s “Nia-
o gara Nia-

] gara.”

obsession with women lands him
in hopelesaly intertwined rela-
tionships.

Magic Beg - 22918 Wood-
ward, Ferndale. Call (248) 544-
3030 for information. ($2)

“Joglic Brown® (U124.1007)
9:30 p.m. Thursday, April 8, and
Wednesday, April 16. Most were
impressed by tho performonces
(Robert DeNiro, Samuel Jackson,
Bridget Fonda, Pam Grior and
Robert Forster) but unmoved by
the story, which went on forever
and nowhere at tho same time.
Ultimately, the only thing you
can say for director Quentin
Tarantino is that he's not pre-
dictable.

Main Art Theatre - 118 N.
Main . (at 11 Mile Road), Royal
Oak. Call (248) 542-0180 for
information. ($6.50; $4 stu-
dents/seniors and matinees; $3
twilight)

“The Real Blonde” (USA -
1898), From Tom DiCillo, direc-
tor of “Living in Oblivion,” comes
this romantic comedy set in New
York City about a group of char-
acters whose lives intertwine in
the superficial world of fashion
and entertainment, Matthow
Modine and Daryl Hannah star.

“Niagara Niagara” (USA -
1998). Two misfita mect while
shoplifting in this contemporary
melodrama sct in upstate New
York.

“The Apostle” (USA - 1997).
Robert Duvall'a tour de forco as a
preacher who has a crisis of faith
and thus tries to gat hia life hack
in order. Farrah Fawcett co-stars.

Star Southfield - 23565 West
12 Mile Road (near Northweat-
ern and Telegraph), Southfield.
($7.60 $5 adults; $4.76
children/seniors before 6 p.m.)

“Mrs. Dolloway” (Britain -
1997). When o woman (Vanessa
Redgrave) encounters a man she
knew some 30 years earlier, it
causes her to reevaluate the
path her life has taken. Based on
a novel by Virginia Woolf.

Windsor Film Theatre -
2135 Wyandotte Street, Windsor,
Canada, Call (519) 264-FILM for
infsox)mution. ($6.26 Canadian; $4
u.

“Underground” (France/Ger-
many - 1996). 7 p.m. through
Sunday, April 12, This Connes
prize winner reaches into the
last 50 years of Yugoslavia's his-

-tory as & man who goes under-
ground during World War II and
only surfaces in 1992,

“Succubus” (West Germany -
1967). 10 p.m, Friday-Saturday,
April 10-11. Perhaps the best
from Jesa Franco, director of
European trash in the 1960a
who takes an entertainingly Mod
look at depravity.
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