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James Di Salvio, the leader of
Bran Van 3000, is anxious to
come to Detroit.

“We've got this weird karma
with Detroit, Sue Hynes did our
logo and Jaomes Smolka did our

- photographs. I just met them in

New York but they're from
Detroit,” the Mantreal resident
explained.

*I meet a lot of people from
Detroit in Montreal too. It's kind
of strange, I'm very anxious to go
there. I feel very close to the
city.”

Di Salvie gets his chance

' Thursday, April 16, when Bran

Van 3000 plays The Shelter
below St. Andrew's Hall in
Detroit.

Bran Van 3000 shipped its
debut album “Glee” to U.S. stores
Puecsday, March 10. The elbum
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‘ means we're in the thick of the

production scason, a week-to-
week grind of putting together
programs that showcase the best
of Detroit's visual and perform-
ing arts.

Just how does this well-oiled
machine work? Wall, let's usc
this week's show as an example
for one of those “behind the
seenes making of” specials.

Every week, we have a produc-

was released Jast year on Audio-
gram Records in Canada and
already achieved gold status in
that country.

Bran Van 3000 fans who awn
the Canadian version will have
to make the trek back to the
record store, Capitol Records has
added three new tracks to the
U.S. release - “Rainshine,”
*Carry On” and “0ld School.”

“Glee” is not only Bran Van
3000’s debut album, but Di
Salvio's first foray into muaic.
Two years ago, Di Salvio was
pursuing a career as a filmmak-
er and a music video director. On
the side he was working as a DJ
and remixing songs. Then the
musical bug bit him.

So he took the money he made
from directing a video for Bran-
ford Marsalis and bought studio

equipment to record “Glee.”

Di Salvio recruited 20 Montre-
al musicians, producers, singers
and rappers to work on “Glee”
but whittled his permanent band
down to eight — DJ/ keyboardist
“Electronic-Pierre” Bergon,
vocalists Jayne Hill, Sara John.
ston and Stephane Moraille, rap-
per Steve “Liquid” Hawley,
bassist Gary McKenzie, guitarist
Nick Hynes and drummer Rob
Joaniase,

His project has proved to be
suceessful. The first single off
*Glee,” “Drinking in L.A." has
becore a certified hit in Canada
and on urban and alternative
stations in the Detroit arca,

“I can’t complain about the
reception,” Di Salvio said during
a recent phone conversation
from the Capitol Records build-

ing in Hollywood,

“Yau do this little album just
kind of for fun, almoat as thera-
pY, in the living rooms of all
kinds of people. Then all of &
sudden people are listening to it.
It's really freaky™

*“Glec” kicka off with a frenetic
sampling of music and public
service nnnouncoments, and
leads into the low-fi, hip-hop
track "Couch Surfer” which cou-
ples vocals with a kazoo, On
“Drinking in L.A* he trades off
vocals with tho soulful Moraille.
The latter part of the CD dips
into pure pop on “Everywhere”
and “Exactly Like Me,” during
which Johnson and Di Salvio are
paired with violina and acoustic

itars.

Buried in the middle of the CD
is a stripped-down cover of

machine keeps Backstage PaSs

Wildlife Interpretive Museum at
the Detroit Zoo, Gerry Craig. In
theater we have Blair Anderson
from the Wayno State Theatre
Department faculty ang Qary
Anderson, the producing artistic
director of Plowshares Theatre.
In film, we have Elliot Wilhelm,
curator of film at the Detroit
Institute of Arts and the dircctor
of the Detroit Film Theatre at
the DIA. WDET's W. Kim Heron
helpa us out with jazz, along
with Kim Hunter, who is also
immersed in the apoken word
scene. Peter Sparling takes time
fram his own company to keep us
up on Detroit’a dance scene.

WDET's Nkenge Zola covers just

about everything, Paul Russcll
covers clnasical music, Gary
Graff helps me cover pop music
and rock and Lex Kuhne is our

eyes and ears in pop culture,
Now, the producers know
what's coming up, because they
ically live under the deluge

tion i duction

mecting is attended by any and
all Backstage Pasa contributors.
Of course, we all have other gigs
(I do a little radio show), so not
everyone can make it every
week., Not a problem. Their

ears are to the rail for new,

artists, venues and exhibits in
the area.

Our stellar roster of genre
hosts ia the real strength of the
show. They're all tops in their
fiolds, and their experience
spreads a wide net over area
happenings. In the visual arts,
we have long time area art eritic
and Cranbrook archivist Marsha
Miro and the curator of the

of press rel , letters, and
demos that are sent in avery
week by artists, venues, promo-
tions people, press agents, man-
agers and record labels.

For instance, last season W.
Kim Heron mentioned that
pianist Mr. B has been on a one-
man crusade to preserve the art
of boogie-woogic piano, A few
years ngo at Detroit”s Mon-
treaux jnzz festival, Mr. B played
with Detroit-area boogic blucs
piano legand Roh Sonley. The sot.
was so hot it instantly became
the stulf of legend. How about
we bring these guys in?

Well, Mr. B docsn’t gig in tae
area all that often; we kept mias-
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ing him. Finally, we saw that he
had put together a show at the
Ark in Ann Arbor, “Mr. B's First
Annunl Boogie Blues Piano
Orpy” ‘Tha shaw boasts four of
the world's top boogie and biues
pianists, among them Mr. B anit
Bob Seeley. Backstage Tass
music producer Ron Pangborn
(himself one of the area's top
musicians) invited them to the
Detroit Public Television studio

to play. Thoy agreed, finally ful-
filling W. Kim Heron's suggestion
of almost a year agol '

A fow months ago, Marshn
Miro told us the.art world was
buzzing about Jane Lackey, a for-
mer Cranbrook student who had
just been appoeinted to head up
the achool's fiber department,
The producers thought this had
something to do with cercal until
Marsha Miro explained that
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Bran Van 3000 looks forward to weird Detroit karma;

Slade’s “Cum on Fecl the Noise™
sang by Johnston, Hill and
Moraille.

Nearly every pop genre is
addressed on “Glee.”

“I wanted to make a record
that spanned oll my loves. f have
the theory that you do it {an
album) as if it's your last record.
As a DJ you make mix tapes for
friends, If one of my friends was
only into punk, I'd eneak other
things on there. When you have
to hold a bar for four or five
hours, you get pretty good at
pacing,”

Now that Di Salvio has dab-
bled in music and filmmaking,
his next venture will be in comic

“1 r;cver thought I'd make n
record, 50 maybe 1'll make o
comic one day. I can't even draw

humming

fiber is one of the key.material
diaciplines in art, and that Ms.
Lackey was one of the best fiber
artist going. When Marsha told
us that the Sybaris in Rayal Oak
was exhibiting Ma, Lackey's
work, we contacted the gallery
about taping the work, and Mar-
sha sat down to talk about it
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" BIGGER HEA
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my own foot, but I don't know ‘do™
re mi' and I pulled off a record.”
¢ Lilith Fair and Levi’s ar

hosting an “Acoustic Talent:
Search” Friday, April 24, at they
Mill Street Lounge, 65 E. Huron,
Pontiac. Contestants* must sub-Y,
mit a two-song demo before:s
Thursday, April 16, to Ritualg
Inc/ Lilith Contest, Attention:;3
Maria Cuks, 431 E. Congress,**
Detroit, Mich., 48226, Female-
fronted acoustic acts (three-pivce
maximum) are eligible. Finalista
will be notified by phone and.:
their names will be posted on the
Ritual Inc. websito at hitp://.-
www.861meit.com Runners up -
will win Levi's prize packages-:
and Lilith Fair concert ticketa...

“The winner will play thia year's *

Lilith Fair show in Michigan. .

along -

with Jane, The result is a seg-
ment that informs and heightens :
one”s appreciation of some beau-
tiful, layered work M

We're also covering the hit 2
musical "Rewi” +H
Bnckstage Pass tonight at mi
night, repeated Friday at 7:30 -
p.m. on Detroit Public Television. .

T

SMOWCASE

SHOWCASE wtvitass - STAR GRAYIOY °

STAR SOUTHFIELD 323 resssa |

IRiLe. COMMERCE TWP. 13- Saviaiy. [FAIRLANE.

Ao LWEST RIVER

FELIX

Some arguments
stand the test
of time.
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