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Area grad serves on Atlantic ‘truck stop’

If you ask o roud-weary truck-
er to list the things he'a thankful
ara hix favorite
ill bo at the top of

It's a convenient place to stop
for fucl, reppirs or just a cup of
coffeo nnd a hot men) whon on
the roud.

Ask tho same quostion of
globo-hopping military pilots
making the long trek from the
United States to Europe, and
thoy'll probubly mention a tiny
volcano top in the middle of the
Atlontic catled Terceira.

It's a small island that's homo
to Lojes Field, where one local
high school graduate makes sure
fliers can count on a truck atop
of their own,

Air Forco Scuior Airman
Matthew O'Neal, a 1984 gradu-
ate of Clarencoville High School
in Livonia, is one of the about
1,000 Air Forco men and women
living on Terceira Island, called
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by those who work at Lajes.

Tho small Air Forco baso is
essentially a floating truck stop,
providing military aircraft a
handy place to stop for fuel and
repairs while journeying to
Europe, the Middle Ecst and
othor parts of the world. Lajes
also services alrerafy, from other
nations, including Belgium,
Canada, Columbia, France, Ger-
many, Great Britain and the
Netherlands.

“I.mcs has a very unique mis-
sion,” said O'Neal, “Weo're a refu-
cling stop for military - and
pometimes civilian ~ flights
acroas the Atlantic, Also, doploy-
ing forces headed to Southwest
Asia often atop here to rest, both
coming and going.”

Supporting cast

The effort takes o supporting
cast, including fuels specialists,
air traflic controllers, weather
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The study of MARTIAL ARTS
will improve your child's school

nnd a hoat of others. But the peo-
ple who work on tho airficld
couidn't du their jobs sffectively
~ and in some casea not at all -
without the “behind tho scenes”
support that makos a typical
military installation work.

From doctors and lawyers to
firofightars and police, everyono
ot Lojes comea h)go?.bm‘ to keop
the stoady tlow of aivcratt mov-
ing in and out of the base.
O'Neal is an evaluations manag-

or with the base’s military per-

sonnel department.

“My job ia to process, roviow
and updhto enlisted and officor
powformance reports,” O'Noal
gaid. “These reporto are very
important to Air Force peoplo
becauso thcy help us get promot-
ed and give others an idea of
how well we perform our duties,
I also give guidance to supervi-
gors to help them writo and per-
formance reports.”

As one of nine amall islands
that make up tho Azores, a
provinco of Pormgnl Tercoira
a5 only 250 miles of land us
face, making the occan vistblo
from slmoat anywhore on the
island. Mountaina covercd with
subtropical vegetation provide a
picturesque backdrop for the
small towns and villages, which
date back moro than 500 years.
Rows of quaint, shinglo-roofed
cottages line cabblestono strects,
while farmers hord their cattle
on cndleas pastures.

Only tho sometimes turbulent
weather disturbs an othorwise
;mnquﬂ. old-fashioned way of

ife.

“Somectimes, it's tough boing at
a remote location,” O'Neal said,
“We arc 600 miles away from the
mainland of Europe. The island
is roughly 14 miles by 24 milcs
~ that’s protty small. There are
no fast food rostaurants, no
shopping malls and only two

Overflows /. o

Corrace
Local grad: Air Force Senior Airman Matthew O’Neal
reviews an enlisted performance report. O'Neal is the
enlisted and officer evaluations manager at Lajes
Ficld, a remote Air Force base in the Atlantic Ocean.
* The locals hold bullfights and’

nightclubs,

“The weather is tough in the
winter months becauso of the
high winds and rain. But it’s
very nice in the summertime,

_ghts from page Al

colorful street festivals. The poo-.
ple ate vory friondly, which),
makes it good to be here,” hc
.added.
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er, citics named in the auit were
given o roprieve of a year to 14
months to show they arc *volun-
tarily” taking action.

“Now is. the time to got
invelved in it,” City attorney
John Donohue said.

Tndar ona reenario, Farming-
ton Hilla and Farmington would
join with West 'Bloomfield, Com-
morco Township, Novi,
Northville, Livonia and Redford
Township in a Rouge River sub-
watershed, -

Together and separately, cach
community would devolop action
plens that stop illicit discharge
(such aa failing septic ficlds in
Farmington Hills), manago
atorm water runoff and educate
the public.

Tho proposed watershed con-
sortium is not unlike ones the
Hills and Farmington nlready
link with, the Southwestern
Oakland Coble Commission for
cable TV and Resourco Recovery
and Recycling Authority of

° Southwest Oakland County.

A subwatershed approach
makes sonso when it comes to
costs, according to Kelly Cave of
the Wayne County Department
of the Environment.

“Thia is o way to control your
own destiny, which is a good

thing,” Cave said to council”

members.

Farmington Hills has taken
ateps to control storm water,
which includes having 1,600
detention facilities and open
channcls - a8 opposed to under-
ground pipes - carrying runofl,
The city has aiso denit with

major flooding problems in
Kendallwood, Pobble Creek and
at the Red Roof Inn.

“We've taken caro of tho threo
big ones, but t.hum aro still resi-
dents thr d by flooding,”

Gross, father of a high school
football player, eagerly told Jun
Myers, Farmington High princi-
pal and chajrman of tho commit-
tee that studied the lighting

Biasgcll nrid.

Mare nceds to be done, a coun-
ty heolth official said.

During a 1994.95 water study,
researchers found high levels of
feeal coliform and E coli bacterin
in tributaries that flow through
Farmington and Farmington
Hills.

In somo areas, thero were 600
to 1,800 parts of E coli per 100
milliliters or a “cup of water,”
said Bill Carlson of the Oakland
County Environmental Hoslth
Department. A level above 130 is
considered too high,

Failing soptic systems arc the
main culprit, ho esid. Farming-
ton Hills has 3,600 septics.

“The syutemn are slowly leak-
ing into the system,” Carlson
-md “It's subtlo and not obvi-
ous.”

The city will have to look at
ways to poy for storm water and
soptic improvementa.

Tho city of Farmington bor-
rowed $12 million from the state
rovolving fund to pay for the
sewer separation pmjoct in 1990.

* Another likely source is the fed-
:.cral governmont, which has

spent several billion dollars on
waterway clean up.

“The job isn't going to be done
until we're swimming in the
Rouge River ... down by the Ford
Rouge plant,” said Donohue,
Hilis city nitorney.

Howaever, tha lights might not
be ready for this fall. Trustee
Cathleen Wobb told Supennten-
dent Bob Maxficld that “We need
to mako people awaro tho llghu
?my not be up and running by

Maxfield thought it would take
threo to four wecks to get & plan
together, Monoy for the project
must be port of the new budget,
which will be presented in May.

“People have to recognizo it
will take a while® to plan nnd
coordinate the project with engi-
neers and architects and “to real-
ize cost-offectiveneas” by coordi-
nating installation with other,
alder construction projects.

Tho $760,000 project will also
involve restrooms, foncing, park-
ing lot lights and more, Maxficld
said.

*“First, it has to be dono right
from a safoty and lighting stand-
point, and second, we want to

seats from page Al

bring noll three hlgh schoals ont’
line simultaneously,” he said. -

The Hills ordinance govern:
lighting height, location, illumi-
nation aren and brightness, said.
Millatone, who was ono of just a’
handful at the meeting nppoaing
the lights.

~Wo should be pmm.vu jrym
the increased noise, traffic and.
other off-shoota of night footbal}!
gamos, said Millstone, whose
backyard abuts the track nn!L
football field at North Farming-|

opponents’ reactions to the vote.
After the meeting, Maxfield eaid:*
“We noed to keep talking to.
those people. We need to be good
neighbors. They need to know if,
they call about n problemy

thoro's someonc on the other endy

of the line.” E

the board.”
Katz, 20290 Chelsea Crossing,
Fnrmmglon Hills, ia mother to
four children ages 6 months to 6
1/2 yoars. Her oldeat attends
Forcat Elementary.

Kautz, 8 University of Mi

now working on a master’s in;

smiddle school education at Easta

ern Michigan, said ehe and hus:

band Steve, a computor eng

neer, “chosa to live in Farming~

ton Hills because we love thc
ity and hope to enh

aris educaiion dogreeeh
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You'll Find Out What Will Happon With a Living Truat...

* You'll wold a conservatorship

what we hava,

*And we have a vested mtm«
cat, with four children” either it
or about to enter the :ommumty
school system, sha said.

The former operator of an m'
home, state-licensed preschoof
day care center, Katz, 31, wantd
to decrense cinss sizos angd
incroase atudents’ science and
mathematics  achievemony
because thoso two ficlds “aro Lhn
wavo of the future.” “

Besides wanting to boos%
MEAP scores, she particularly
wants to “close the gap” in math
and science for middle-achool
girls ond wants cfforta against
substance nbuse improved. H

Mahmood, 36079 Cnngrcah
Road, Farmington Hills, is n
phyumnn on the staff of Hemy
Ford Hospital, He said Tuesday
ho wauld commont about his

idacy at a later dato,

If you becom:
wyoursulewﬂlbenmas
you see fit,

You'll Find Out What Wiil Happen Without a Living Trust (even if you have a wlll)...
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