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Community
service projects
go to next level

graduated from Farmington High
School last year, and I am now
attending Central Michigan Univer-
sity. From my experience, Farmington
seems fairly informed about community
service projects organized and complet-
ed by high school students, Howover,
aftor these high school students gradu-
ate, as 1 did, iittle i8 ever heard about
them. C 1y, it may bo d
that the servico projects that occur in
Farmington only influence those within
the city limits. This is not true.
Although I can't claim that I signifi-
cantly impneted the Farmington com-
munity while I lived there, I can say
that my volunteer experionca in Farm-
ington helped to inspire me to do more.
Through a program callied Altornative
Spring Break, I was recently given the
ity to take my vol

pp v expe- |-
riences to an international level. It

proved to be a life-changing adventure,

Many volunteer options

At CMU, Alternative Spring Break is
a program run’by United Way and our
Volunteer Center, This year, about 80
students participated in 10 sites
around the country. We had the aption
to denl with issuca such as poverty,
hunger or AIDS, I chose to volunteer
for the Heifer Project International
(HPI) at its Overlook Farm located in
Rutland, Masa.*

When I first got on the bus for the
long ride to Rutland, I really had no
idea what I was getting into. I had no
idea that I would be vaccinating ani-
mals, milking gonts, or tapping maple
trees.

1 had no idea that I would bo con-
tributing to the fight against world
hunger. Before the trip began, I was
ameng the vast majority of people who
have no iden - no idea what HPI ic
about.

In addition to chores and daily pro-
jects, wo attended an educational ses-
sion each day at tho Overlook Farm,
We learned about {ssues such as world
hunger, organic farming, and HPL

Fighting world hunger

I was amazed at the magnitude of
HPI and the number of lives.it has
improved and saved over the pest 50
years,

With more than 300 projects in 38
countries, HPI has provided more than
a million hungry families with gifts of
livestock and tho training nccessary to
care for these gifts. The livestock is
thon able to provide the families with
protein that ia essential for survival.

When the family is given the live-
stock, however, there is one condition
that must be met: the first female off-
spring of tho animal must be given to
another family in need. In this way, the
gift can be shared over and over again.

Making a differenco

As is often the case with life and
mind altering oxperiences, it is dis-
heartening to return home anly to find
that people have no idea cbout your
expericnee, no idea about HPI or how
they too can help.

This is why I am writing. I want
Farmington to know that Farmington
graduates are making n differonce at
an international lovel.

1 also want Farmington to know that
they can help. Volunteors are always
welcome and quito frankly, I could not
think of a more rewarding way to spend
time.

Of course, donations can also bo sent
to the HPI headquarters at Heifer Pro-

ject International, P.O. Box 808, Little |. |

Rock, Ark, 72203,

There is hope for world hunger and
projects such as HPI are making a dif-
ference, in the lives of voluntcers as
well as tha lives of the hungry. Call
HPI at 1.800-422-0474 or fax the orga-
nization at (501) 376-8906.

Farminklo» native Tracey Gies is o
freshman student ot Central Michigan
University in Mount Pleasant,

Chat Room is always looking for new
perspectives to feature in this space. If
wou llve or work in Farmington and
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| 1998 Artist in Residence
Danguole Jurgutis wants
viewers to draw their own
conclusions from her work.

Farmington's 1098
Artist in Residence,
Danguole Jurgutis,
wants viewers to usc
their imagination
when they see her
work. .

Faces and landacapes might be felt
or implied, but they are not casily dis-
cernible on her canvases.

"I like to make myaclf wonder and
make the viewer.wonder,” said
Jurgutis, a Lithuanian emigrant who
has called Farmington Hills home for
nearly 30 years.

She points to a work from the series
she calls Odyssey.

*There is movoment, search for
nature, forms here and out in space.”

It ia that ethereal quality that is
tommen 4o her work, from the collage
uad other mixed media pieces sho dis-
playe in her sprawling ranch home to
the acrylic painted canvascs and
watercolors,

Jurgutia (pronounced: your good is)
has had & prolific arts carcer for two
decades now. Listening to her practical
father's advice, she sought a more sta-
blo career choice initially. She earned a
degree from Wayne State University
and worked as a pt ist beforo sur-

Capturing fee

rendering to her creative side.

Her works have been featured in
group cxhibits from Toronto to Texas,
the Lincoln Center in New York to the
Dotroit Inatitute of Arta, She is a mem-
ber of the Farmington Arts Club and
the Birmingham Bloomfield Art Associ-
ation, She has had one-woman shows
at the Clurlionis Art Gallery in Chica-
go, the Atrium Gallery in Northville
and the Cary Gallery in Rocheater,

Her work is in private collections in
the U.S., Canada, Lithuania, England
ond Japan. :

Her style ia to create series of works
with names like Image, Reflections,
and Odyssoy.

“I'm trying to evoke feelinga,” sha

Back to nature

Nature is a recurring inapiration.

*I was a Girl Scout leader. We
camped out a lot. I was impressed by
the bright white nights.”

Orbs that could be interpreted as full

0dyssey Setles: Above, Danguole Jurgutis in her dining room, which showcases some of her works.

“these were somber landscapes of tha
soul where sorrow and spiritual pain
were vividly expressed in dark colors
and angry looking norvous lines, A
bright spot appeared in these paintings
the shape of the moon, shining bright-
ly, signaling hope.™ -
Hope springing eternal is a recurring
theme.
Seeing the world
Travel is another sourco of inspira-

tion. Jurgutis and her husband,
Georgo, have traveled all ovoer Europe,

" the Middle Enst and Asin.

*I think my creativity and approach
are kind of mystical, That was inspired
by trips to the Far Eanst: China, Thai-
land, Singapore, and Bali.”

She also enjoys the northern Michi-
gan seashore. Some of her paintings
were siaried on the sandy beaches of

moons are apparent on many
*I like the circle, It's a symbel of oter-

" nity. It's very interesting to include’

spheres in a aquare canvas, I like to
include symbols in my art. My works
are not explicit. I strive to be mysteri-
ous. You bring your awn expericuce to
each piece.”

Jurgutis has two grown children; son
Paul is a biochemist in Chicago, daugh-
ter Asta is a Hewlett-Packard worker
by day and a rock singer by night with
Hope Orchestra and lives in Farming-
ton. Another son, Dorus, passed away
in 1976 following a short bout with
cancer at age 16,

“After his denth, I went to London,
England to study art,” Jurgutis said, “[
came back to Michigan in 1977 and
created a series called Inner Images.”

Some of that work was published in a
volumo called Lithuanian Artista in
North America. In it, she explained

Lake Michi but always
in her home studio since so much of
what ahe puts on the canvas is a reflec-
tion of her internal feclings.

Of her Inteat honor, being named
Farmington Artist in Residence for
1998, sho aaid: “I was just delighted. I
am honored,” Her husband was the
first to get the call from the arts com-
mittee and welcomed her home with a
bottle of champagne to celebrate the
award.

*1 work every day,” she said, “I think
it's important, somotimes I paint for
eight hours, somctimes just a few
hours after supper.” Recently, a beauti-
ful large bird she spotted near the
creck that runs through her backyard
inspired her to the canvaa,

Over tho years, influencea have
included Englieh painter Joseph Turn-
er: “I like Turner for apace and atmos-

Please see ARTIST, B2

INSID]
Goodbye, Bristo,

Odyssey:

Raw emotions expressed on canvas.

Art teacher, dance instructor

Two women honored for distinguished service to arts

Two women with vast experience in
their respective fields received 1998
Distinguished Sorvico to the Arts
awards from the Farmington Commu-

nity Arts Council. .
Dancer and teacher Virginia Dicker-

man and high achool art instructor
Ellen Wallia were honored.

In a nominating letter on her behalf,
Farmington High i incipal

1998. She was nominated by a former.

the Filrminmun Schools as a subatitute

Mary Brown wrote of Elien Wallis: *I
observa a woman totally committed to
her stud and their a8

- artista, Her conversations with stu.

dents, her cxcitement in showing me
their work, her words of encourago-
ment to now teachers in her depart-
ment, her patience with me aa she

student. teacher in 1963, By 1967, she was
Wallis helped develop Farmington, hing art in the ity educa-

Public Schools first kindergarten’ tion program. In 1975, she became on

through 12th grade art curriculum and

surveyed many art texta to find the Plonso sce SERVICE TO ARTS, B3

right one to recommend for purchase

by the district.

."Whilo assigned to East Middle
School, she gathercd art work created
by bilingual students from all Farm-
ing:nn Schoola and put together r large

helped ma improve my und;
of art, all wero tho hallmark of a truly
fine teacher and artist.”

Dedicated teacher
One of her students, Ray Matsen,

wrote: “I can't count the numbor of
times Mrs. Wallia has i i d

ltural art exhibit for the annu-
al bilingun! dinner.

Sho keops framed student art work
continually rotating through several
Farmington busineascs. Sho can
alwaya bo found at the annual Festival
of tho Arta hold every April hanging

izing studont work.

_hersolf helping mo to achieve personal

sucenan. Just ovor a manth age, she
stayed gfter schoo! until 8 p.m. so that
1 could finiah and matt my work for the
scholastic arta compatition. Without
her, T would not be attending tho Cen-
ter for Creative Studies on acholarshi]

an

Wallis carned a bachelor of fine arts
deora from Western Michigan Univer-
aity in 186¢ and a mastor of arts
degree from Enstern Mickixun & 1679,
She roceived middle achool endorse-
ment in 1880 and continues her educa-

in tho fail.”
Wallis is listed in tho fith edition of

tion going inservice work-
shopa and classes,
She began hor carcer as an art

t:;‘;:,,“}::df;zu: :‘:‘:;';"3}%” 1 Enen Wallls Who's Who Among America’s Toachers, teacher in Lawton in 1960 and came to
e diliee cesd . - PR L
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L Y .

)

B TL, e




