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Exec proposes tax cut
to ease drain’s

When L. Brooks Patterson pre-
sents his 1999 budget later this
year, it's expected to include o
proposal for a tax cut for Oak-
1ond County property ownera.

While tax cuts ore generally
welcome, this one is expected to
kick ofl a storm of contraversy.
It'a intended to case the finan-
cial burdons associnted with
cnvironmental probloms linked
to the 12 Towns Drain.

There is no direct linkago
between the proposed tax cut
and tho 12 Towns Drain —
which has been involved in liti-
gution about the Clean Water
‘Act as enforced by the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
through the Michigan Depart-
‘mont of Environmental Quality,

But Patteraon Tuesday said
the tax cut — which will go to
every Oakland property owner
— will make it casier for those
within the 12 Towns Drain to
bear the incvitable cost — esti-
mated at more than $140 million
—associated with expanding the
capacity of the 2.2 mile retention
basin as demanded by state and
federal oificiuis.

Tho 12 Towns Drain {which

1y includes 14 f

tho hecadwaters of five river sys-
tems, officiala note. So the prob-
lema impacting communities” in
the 12 Towns Drain will eventu-
ally affect ather municipalities.

The county is facing a “erisis,”
Patterson said in his Fob. 26
Stato of the County Address,

The other stops — implement-
ed or being implomented — arc:

@Hiring a nationally-known
granta writer, who won't get paid
without succeeding in gotting
foderal dollars to help offset
costs associated with the 12
Towns Drain.

WPaying $160,000 for a down-
spout survey program — a pro-
gram epproved at the last meet-
ing of the County Boord — o8 a
first stop in assuring that runoff
water is separated from storm
sewers,

MMoking $5 million available
annually from tho county's
Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund
to ba, used for onvir tal
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W ‘(Cost for the 12
Towns Drain) threatens
to overwhelm Oakland
County communities.’
L. Brooks Patterson

—county executive

Beginning taday the contro-
versial Southiicid-bused uitor-
ney Geoffrey Fieger can be

own as “znnounced guberna-
torial candidate” Fieger.

Fieger has announced a 10
a.m. press conferenco today in
Lansing to announce his candi-
dacy for the Democratic nomi-
nation for governor — a eandi-
dacy that he had touted for
months,

A presa

1 d

Fieger makes candidacy official

siphoning of money
away from cducation which
should have been provided by
the Michigan Lottery.”

The press statement doesn't
mention that Fieger will face
three other candidates in the
party’s Aug. 4 primary election
— Laorry Owen an attorney
from East Lansing; Douglas
Ross, a former state director of
commerce who lives in West

ficld; and Edward Hamil-

Wodnesd,

said Fieger will tar-

reduced.”

But the proposed tax cut is so
small, it's almoat meaningless,
according to many of those fnmi!—

get incumbent Gov. John M.
Engler for, among other things,
his “abominable neglect of the
state’s infrastructure for the
past eight years” and “the con-

ton, a Chrysler exccutive who
lives in Troy. . .

One of those primary oppo-
nents — apparent front-runner
Owen — told local Democrats
on Tuesday night that Fieger

would be welcome in the race.

“I've apokan with Mr. Fieger J
on several occasions,” Owen
told Pemocrats during the
party’s mionthly meeting ot the,
Onklgnd County Auditorium inZ|
Pontinc. “And 1 would welcomel]
hia candidncy. Ho's exciting i
woys that I am not.”

Ficger hasn't been overly cri

-

jenl of Oweén and other!
Democrats. .
But he has leveled numerous»

blasts at Engler, who Fieger.
has characterized as a “reli-’
gious nut” because of the govers
nor's opposition to Dr. Juck:
Kevorkian — Fieger's most;
famous client. e

iar with the exccutive's props

“Every little bit helps,” South-
ficld city administrator Robert
Block said. “But the tax cut is s0
amall in comparison to the over-
all costs, it's almost meaning-
less.”

The tax eut — about $16.05 o
year to the owner of a houso val-
uecd at $200,000 — isn't enough
to cover tha entira costs associat-
d with enyironmental pmb’lema.

problems.

The financial burden linked to

the 12 Towns Drain “threatens

to overwhelm Oakland County

comuunitiaz,” My id

Tuesday when nukeld about
1. “It th

his

tics) only affects rosidents in
‘Birmingham, Berkloy, Beverly
Hills, Southfield, Troy, Clawson,
Madison Heights, Ferndale,
‘Hazel Park, Oak Park, Hunting-
ton Woods, Pl Ridge,

tax cut prop
our economic vinbility.”

The exccutive said ha will out-
lino the proposed tax cut in May
or June when he presents the
1999 budget proposals to county
isai . Since o tax cut

Royal Oak and Royal Oak Town-
ship — all of which aro in the
“Red Run Drainagoe Systom that
eventually flows into polluted

will mean less revenue for the
county, the entire budget process
will impacted.

County 8 Are

+Lake St. Clair,

*  Property owners in other com-
munities — who will got the pro-
posed tax cut — are not directly

-impacted, so they can uso the

money however they chose.
Their turn is coming, said Pat-
terson and others. So people in
Rochester, West Bloomfiold,
Clarl and Orion T« hi
shouldn't be smug.
Oakland County encompnascs

x| to be' receptive, accord-
ing to Sue Ann Douglas, R~
Rochester, whe finance commit-
tee chairwoman. “Wo recognize
the problem,” she said, “and
we'ro willing to cooperate.”
Commissioner Donald Jensen,
R-Birminghnm, wants to sce
how the proposed cut will impact
gervices, “P'm willing to look at a
tax cut,” he anid. “But I want to
sec what services have to be

tho But
it's an important initial step.

“It'a going to cost property
owners,” Patterson said. “And
the atate end federal govern-
aente wie golig W have to pany
up some money. .

Birmingham city managor
‘Thomas Markus gives Patterson
— and county drain commission-
or Georgo Kuhn — credit for tok-
ing some initiative. But he snid
Patterson’s proposal doesn’t go
far cnough.

What would be so terrible,
Markus said, about the county

paying a sharo of the costs asso- o

ciated with the 12 Towns Drain,
“In the name of economic devel-
opment, the county gave $3.mil-
lion to Chrysler,” he said,
Markus was rc¥ferring to sped
money to be matched with statz
dollars for a northbound
entranca to I-75.

“In the name of economic
development, why edn't the
county give more to the commu-
nities in the 12 Towns Drain?”

Golfwear from Play.
BlackAwhite zip-front vest.
Acrylic/cotton/nylorn/spandex.
Imported. Sizes S, M, L. $80
White cotton shirt with
pointalie knit collar, Imported.
Sizes S, M, L. $60
Black/white polyester shorts.
Made in ths USA.
Sizes 4-14. 366
Active Sportswear
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SHOPPING HOURS *

| Jacobsons

Birmingham » (248 644-6000  Livonta » {734) 591-7698  Rochostor » (248) 651-6000
MON-SAT 10-9 » OPEN SUN AT NOON
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Buy two of any item and fake 50%* off the sccond item of equal or lesser value.
Take advantage of savings of 50% on everything from shirts to suits, shoes and more. "
With names like Jack Victor, Kaiserman, Allen Edmonds, Salvatore Ferragamo, Tallia,
Mondo, and Austin Reed. You'll get the fine clothing we're famous for ata very !z
special price. And, of course, enjoy the professional service, personal attention

and fashion know-how that you can only experience at Steve Petix. !

*Purchase any singke item and receive 20% o,

SAVINGS START APRIL 16, 1998 =

SALE ENDS APRIL 25, 1998

}

31455 Southficld Road
Beverly Hills, MI 48025 *
248/645-5560

340 S. Main Street f
Plymouth, M1 48170 -
734/459-6972  °
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1t's casy to get attached to the
s+ brand.new John Deere 4100
Especially when there’s an
array of attachments that hook
up without tools, in 5 mintes
of less. See us now and lestdrive the greatest news in
compact tractors yet. If the casy-on, casy-off attach.
mients don't hook you, our great low 7.9 percent
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Utica
46061 Van Dyke
1/2 Mile North of M-29
810-731-7240
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Big-Time

M 20-hp 3<cylinder diesel engine

M Shifion-the-go 4-wheel drive

W Hydrostatic power stecring

B Mid and rear PTOs can be operated
separately or simultancously

® Stiding gear/collar shift transmission—
8 forward/.

(2-range hydro also available)

"eoer mam ®

in a Compact Packags.

4 reverse speeds

SINCE 1843

Best Price
Best Service
Best Selection

URS: MONDAY.& THURSDAY 8:30 + 8:00 +T-W-F~ 8:30 -'5:30 » SATURDAY 8:00 - 4:00

E
39050 Grand River
East of Haggerty
248-471-3050 1§




