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Civil War historian dlscusses
pivotal Wilderness campaign

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
BTAY? WUTER

A hundred and thirty-three
ycoars ago thia moenth Gen.
Rokert E. Lee surrendered to
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant at Appo-
mattox Coufthouse, Va., onding
four yoars of bloody battle
unprecedented in the history of
warfare to that time.

‘The fascination with uvury
aspect of that conflict continuca
to this day. Peoplo north and
south of the Mason-Dixon Line
secom to have an insatiable
appotito for every detail, every
nuance of what hnppnncd and

The Abraham meoln Civil
War Round Table will welcomo
historian Gordon Rhen 8 p.m.
Thuraday, April 23, at the Bota-
ford Inn in Fnrmmgtnn. The
meeting is free and open to the
public.

Rhen will discuss his two
recent military historios, “Tho
Battlo of the Wildernéss, Mny 5-
6, 1864" and “Tho Battle for
Spntuylvnmn Court House and
the Road to Yellow Tavern, Moy
7-12, 1864,” both published by
Louisiana State University
Press.

Rhea, an attorncy in South
Carolina, has o master’s in histo-
ry from Harvard but began his
interest in the war while grow-
ingup.

“My father was born in 1901

and grew up in Middle Ten-
nessece with a lot of Civil War
veterans around, and I heard the
stories ho heard from thom,”
Rhea said in a telophone inter-
view from tho Caribbean where
he was vacationing.
. Rhen pursued his interest in
the war while serving as an
assistant U.S. Attorney in Wash-
ington, D. C. He would apend his
free timo walking tho many bat-
tle fields of noarby Virginia,
Maryland and Pennsylvania,

*I wanted to'do a book about
the first confrontation between
Grant and Leo that had nover
been done before,” he said.

Using primary sources from
various archives, including let-
ters, diarics and contomporary
newspaper articles, Rhea hoa
fashioned a minutoly detailed
account of both sides of the cru-
cial battles of 1884 that began
Y-ﬂB Wﬂl'l cnurumu

“I think it was the turning
point,” Rhea sanid. "As things
stood in May of '64, the war in
the cast, Virginin, which was the
most important thoater in my
mind, was pretty much tho samo
as it had been at the start of the

war. Lee was a8 strong as ever.
The casualtics ho was able to
inflict on the Union was worse
than ho had inflicted on Hooker
the year before. If Hooker or
Moade had continued in com-
mand. t.hu Union might have lost
the war.”

Instoad, Grant was moved
from the war's western theater
along the Missiasippi to becomo
loader of the Army of the
Potomac. Rhea's book is a study
of managomont Btylns of Grant,
Leo and their

Rhea said historians tend to
emphasize the differences
between Grant and Lee, but he
said thoy wero similar in their
oggressive atyles.

*Grant and Leo were cut from
the same mold,” he said. *Their
personalitiea were different,
their personal styles wore differ-
ont. But they fought war the
same woy. ‘That's what makes it
interesting. Lea had nover run
into anyono like that before.”

The generals also had to deal
with staff officars who didn’t
respond to what thoy wanted.

“Lee’s manngement style was
to get his Army where it had to
be and defer to hia subordi-
nates,” Rhea said.

In 1883, Stonewall Jackson
was kxl]cd At the beginning of

Lee

the Wil
lost the services of James
Longstreet and A.P. Hill. Ho had
to ndjust his style and take
active chargo.

*Grant fnund himself heading
an Army wiih genvials he'd
never commanded befors,” Rhea
said. “In tho west, ho was used
to cutting loose, improvieing,
going his own way. ... The story
of Grant is of a very aggressive
general trying to find out how to
get conaervative gencrals to do
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Tha Full Story of the RMS Titan-
le,” 8 p.m, Friday, April 24; Cine-
malit club discusses Dumas’
"Man in the Iron Mosk,” 7:30
p.m, Fridoy, Ap¢ll 24; Eva Shaw
discussos "For tho Love of Chil-
dren,” 7:30 p.m., Saturday, April
25 at tho store 6575 Telegraph

Road, Hills 248)
) 4209.

BORDERS (BIRMINGHAM, SOUTH- 5 Aoy & NOBLE (WEST BLOOM-

AZLS ROAD) AELD)

Michelle Hunt signs “DroamMak-
.ers,” 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aprit 21;
‘Thomas Sullivan signs “The Mar-
tyting,” 7 g.m, Wednosday, April
:22; Detrolt Waldor! School puppot

show, 11 a.m, Saturday, Apt 25;

Oan Butler sigas *Unsinkable:

The Fulf Story of the AMS Titan-

le,” 1 p.m. Saturday, Aprll 25 at
_the store 31150 Southfleld Rood,
“Blrmingham {248)644-1515.

SOUTHFIELD LIBRARY
Roynatta Manees, author of *All
+for Love* and “Wishing on a
< Star,” 2 p.m. Sunday, Aprll 26 at
the ilbrary 26000 Evergreen
Road, Southfleld, {248)948-0460,
HORDERS (BIRMINGHAM, WooD-
"WARD)
, Claudia Osbom discusses and
signs "Ovor My Haod,” 7 p.m.
. Tuosday, Aprll 21; Paut Poarsall

+5igns “The Heort's Code,” 2p.m.

| Saturday, Aprlt 25 &t the store..
. 34300 Woodward Ava., Blaming-
* ham {248)2030005, .. - .

+ Mick:sol, composes. 1 record
. tartist, 7 pa, Friday, Apeit 24 et ¢
. runummnueumkud’

Rhonda Gowler Greeno roods from
her children's books “Bamyard
Song" and “When a Lino
Bends...A Shopo Begins™ with
puppot show, 7 p.m. Tuesday, |
April 21 ot the store 8800
QOrchard Lake Road, West Bloom-
fiald {248)626-6804,

BORDERS {FARMINGTON HILLS)
Robin Cames and Sally Cralg dls-
cuss and slgn “Socrod Clrcles: A -
Guldo to Creating Your Own
Women's Spirituality Group,”
7:30 p.m, Sunday, Aprll 19;
Nancy Washburne signs “Snorkel-
ing Gulde to Michigan Inland
Lokes,” 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Apill
21 at the store 30995 Orchard -
Lake Road, Farmington Hilis
(24_8)737-9110. .

PAPER BACKS N YHINGS

Romance writers Sharon Pisecre-

ta and Anne Eamet sign thelr

books 5 p.m, Friday, Apxil 24, at
the stors 8044 Wi Road,

syne
Wastland (z:u)szz-aqm, Y

Epra ) Pisacrats llm thoir

books 44 8.m. Friday, Apr! 24,

the store 39733 Grand River,’

Novl (810)474.8088, .
{
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