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Tax burden unacceptable — Knollenberg, pane

The average Amervican family
lust year spont more monoy on
taxes than for foad, clothing and

i said U.S, Cong
Joe Knollenberg during Wednes-
day night's Tax Doy panel dia-
eyssion at the Onkland Commu-
nity College Orchard Ridgo cam-
pus in Farmington Hills.

“And I don't think that's
acceptable,” said Knollenberg, R-
Bloomfield Township.

Knollenberg, despite somo
sharp critical barbs from the

nearly 40 percent could be sliced
to 17 percent over that span if a
ﬂén, tax system were implement-
e

Meanwhile, other panelists
also expressed concerns over the
current, convoluted, complicated
tax system and the fact that, on
average, Americans do not begin
earning money for themselves
every yoar until May.

" “It's got to bo simpler, fairer
and a reduction from where we
sit today,” said David Sowerby,
vice ident and portfolio man-

mostly senior citizen audi at
the Wallace Smith Theatro, reit-

erated his desire to sco tax relief

for Americans - perhaps as he
outlined in the 1997 Taxpaycra
Rolief Act legislatien that would
cut federal taxea by $170 billion
over the next five yeara and
‘change Tax Day from April 15 to

Nov. 1. The current tax rato of
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by Stuart M. Feldheim
Arrorney at Laut

ASSESSING
YOUR CASE

"Anyone who suffers a scrious
| injury should take immediate steps
- to consulr with an atrorney. Aside
} from waking inco account the severity
of the injury, the lawyer will want to
-] consider the ability of the person
who caused the injury to pay &
monetary judgment, as well as
whether the wrangdoer is lieble
under the circumstances, These are
factors thar should be discussed with
a lawyer. An sccident victim who
takes the time to mull aver his of het
Gircumstances is wasting peecious
time, during which evidence must
be gamered and witncsses should be
Guestioned. If an accident causes &
victim to seek medical treatment
andfue results in fost time from
work, sn attorney should be
consuleed without hesitation.

% Call the LAW OFFICES OF
STUART M, FELDHEIM at roll-
free 888-505-4900 of 248-932-3503
fo schedule a free consulration. We're
| focated ac 30300 Not

ager for Loomis, Soylea & Co.
and a Farmington Hills resident.
“Tax Freedom Day is May 8th,
This presidency talks about the
1960s and Camelot ... Tax Free-
dom Day then waos in early
April”

John Mach, director of tax at
Planto & Moran, said criticism of
the current tax system is well-
deserved, simply because it is
one that cannot be underatood

by most people. Ho said, in 1985,
about 60 percent of working
Americans used tax proparers
like him to do their annual
incomo tax forma,  °

“Tho cornerstone of our syatem
is that it's a self-nsscesment sys-
tem,” Mach said. “There's a
major problem with tho system
whon the average individual
doean’t feel confident enough to
do their own taxes ... I can't keep
up with it all and I'm in this
field. So I really pity tho folks
who havae to comply on their own
with a eystem that's too compli-
cated.”

Moderator Paul Welday, Knol-
lenberga chicf of staff, nsked the
panel why there are some 50
pagea of Schedule D, one of the
more-complicated forms men-
tioned by Mach. By comparison,
with the flat tax system as pro-
poaed, complying would bo as
casy as filling out & postcard.
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Sunday Brunch .
starting April 19th 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
eaturing: '
Fresh salads, Peel-and-Eat-Shrimp, Pastas, Poultry,
Carved Ham and Prime RIb and Delectable Desserts
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“There are many apccial inter-
ests who don’t want to change
anything, absolutel, hing ®

Knollenberg explained. “And
they're going to bo tho obstruc-
tion, the hurdle that you have to
go over, It's just going to take
time before we oducate tho
Amerijcan people.”

During the subsequent portion
of tho forum whera panolista
answered questions from the
nudience, severa} took Knollen-
berg to task for not following
through on earlier promiscs to
help get the belenguered Social
Security syatem back on track.

“... Over a year ago, I asked
you about the injustice of being

taxed on income I pnid taxes on  per year
all my lifo,” aaid one clearly agi- to our
tated audl locking debt.
in Knollenberg’s direction. *I was  What are
hoping to sce you on TV ... oxort-  tho effects
ing your colleagues to do some- of tho
thing. But ... yow've left mo in debt on .
the turch.” the ccono-
] ooy

Also discussed wns the notion Sower- N
that there isn't any solution, be p y .
it a flat tax or national sales tax gmpha- Joo Knol e
(also discussed at tho forum), t0  gized that the debt is “out thero,
help eradicate tho hugo national  jp’s nobulous. I tell poople it's o
debt, black hole that sucks out your

*“The public ie being mialed,”
opined one audience member,
about the talk of & balanced bud-
got, “Wo'll atill add $170 billion

TAXES fom pogea

money to pay for government.
Your ... mortgage rate could be
4.6 or 6 percent today if wo did-
n't have all of that debt.”

The government's spending
frenzy in Washington, D.C,, in
the main culprit, Hubbard aaid
.it i the tax-paying public that
foots the bill,

“What'a driving this whole tax
issue is the apending process in
Washington is out of control,”
said Hubbard, who was one of

One of tho subjecta discussed
by the panol was to move tho fil-
ing doadline to November.
According to Hubbard, that
might have a positive impact.

“That would motivate pcoplo
to think about who they’re vot-
ing for,” Hubbard said. “It might
bo a start.” :

Anoth, di +

the relatively few younger per-
sous in the audltorium. The
crowd was predominantly over
60 years old, *So the hunt and
gearch for revenuo is cbacasive.
This has been 30, 40, oven 5O
yoars in the making.”

Empathy found

The forum provided Hubbard
with some empathy for Knollen.
berg and other legislators con-
cerning the arduous road toward
getting a bill passed.

*“To got 280 people to ngree is
difficult,” ho said. “Getting four
buddies to agree on something
on a weekend is tough.”

Hubbard also said that, until
federal govornment spending is
contained, the ongoing debate
between going to o flat incoma

1y charging every-
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JIdust for Women
-
:[13t o fact in today's world.
Women generally livo longer
than men. Thet means that if
you're a woman and you'ro

‘| hot already providing for
your awn financial future, at
‘Bome point in your life, you
$vill probably need to.

"hké the first step toward
H|your own finuncial aecurity by
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tax

body the same amount, regard-
less of income bracket) or other
tax-cutting measures is mean-
ingless. “It's like rearranging the
deck chairs on the Titanic.”

Wadsmandneh

f‘i;;:;:i‘—l:l;on a. Hi
backs implementing a national

sales tax instoad of o flat tax,”

and abolishing the income tax.
“With a national sales tax, it
would ba easier (for tho govern-
ment) to draw in rovenue” from
now untapped sources.

Hayea said he was disappoint-
od that more people under age
50 didn't attend tho forum, par-
ticularly aince the flawed Social
Security system was one of the
hot topica,

“In order for there to be real

that impact my life and
yours,” he seid, “we need moro
people from our age group to got
active”
Southfield’s Roger Hane aaid
the program was beneficial
beeause he learned more about
tax legislation attempting to
make its way through Washing-
ton and into law. .

£ afonder.
3. T AN R RS

Aa v
Buy 1 Get 1 Half |}
Prica on Selected |
Flsh Foods
Buy a complete
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-+*| racelve 3 FISH for
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FREE!
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SPRING SPECIAL:

Dwarf Bunny...your choicel
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“It waa good to hear tho other
paneliats (besides Knollenberg)
talk about thoir concerns about
the tax syatom,” Hano said. .

He also likes the idea of a flat:
tax “for sheer fairness. (But) it
has to work backwards from.
what the (federal) budget ia. So*
the budgot has to be addresaed’
ag much, if not more, than thi
tav rata” -

Wixom Mayor Michael McDon-
ald was one of the last to leave,
the auditorium. -

‘Lot of guts’ -

“It took a lot of guts to hold
this on April 15th,” McDonald
said. “A lot of people sent their
checks out todny.”

McDonald also thinks a flat
tax, possibly 17 percent, might
make the most sensc. He nlso
agreed with the panelista about
lotting local and state govern-
ment, including achool districts,
do more for their constituents
then federal government.

“No, I don't want to sond
money to Washington so they
can send it back to me,” McDon-
ald continued. “I'd rather spend
it locally.” .

That can be attained with
*fower federal mandates and
mora local control.” wi
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A Redford Retirement Community
Since 1945
With over 50 years of experience and
accredited by the Continuing Car
Accreditation Commission, we can
ensure you a pleasant living community.

* Independent Living Apartments
o Independent and Assisted Ljving
(private rooms)
» Secured Memory Loss units
 Health Center (skilled care)
* e Various on and off premises activities
* And much, much morel!

We have quality affordable living
accommodations for “YOU”

BYTERIAN VILR AGE
Redford =
17383 Garfield
Call today and make an appointment to tour

our facility and have lunch on us!

We offer:

. ¢

Education snd Jewish Famlly Service i

CONTACT: ADMISSION OFFICE (313) 531-6874 ext. 40804 !

\



