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Dog’s owner disputes
account of shooting

The owner of a mixed-broad
dog disputea polico reports that
stato she asked officers to shoot
the animal.

A Farmington Hille officer
shot tho dog three times after it
snarled and tred to attack his
colleague on Tulnne Street April
14. Police first tried to capture
the dog but were unsuccessful.

That's when the dog lunged
toward the officer who attempt-
od to keop the animal at bay
with a nightatick, police reports
said. At that point, the report
atates the owner yelled for the
officer to shoot the dog.

* said, ‘He's out of control. Do
what you have to do to catch
him, * snid Jill Byrd, the dog’s
owner, *I thought they had a
police unit with netting or some-
thing. § had no idea that'a how
they’d react. Not a one.

“I would never say, ‘Shoot my
dog.' I loved the dog. Ho was my
pet”

Officers handled the matter
appropriately, a police official
said. Whether the woman asked
police officera to shoot the dog is
irrelevant, Commander Dennls
Rochford safd.

“Tho dog did attack a police-
mar,” Rochford said. “That
(whether the woman asked offi-
cers to shoot the dog) is not even
an issue as far as I'm concerned.

“If the officer said she said it
... [ don't know why he would
put it into a report. A lot of
times things are said that people
don't remember saying”

Police normally don't respond
to loose dog complafnts, This
incldont is different, Rochford
said,

*“The rcason we responded to
this is because they said it was a
vicious dog end it was attacking
people,” Rochford said.

“We have a respansibility to do
something. There was no other
way to handle this.” .

When police arrived, several
peoplo were on their front porch-
es pointing sticks at the gray
black shepherd mix named Wolf,
Witnesses told officers the ani-
mal had been attacking othér
dogs and had tried to bite chil-
dren playing the area.

A Whittington Street man said

the dng hit his dnughter n fow
doys earlier.

Tho dog didn't have its shots
or a licenso, Byrd said. A post-
mortem rabies test was nega-
tive, polico said.

Byrd contacted the Humane
Society enrlier, first saying she
couldn’t catch the animal, Police
fared no better, opening the door
on the patrel vehicle in an
attempt to lure the dog inside,
The animal r ded b
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snarling and trying to snap at an
officer holding a baton,

Another officer shot the dog in
the center masa. The animal
growled and ran around the cor-
ner. When officers found him, ho
ran back toward his home wheré
ho was shot a second and third
time.

. “I gtayed in the house and
cried,” Byrd seid. “My kids were
upsct and they saw it.”

Byrd docsn't dispute neighbors
who told palice the dog often ran
Jooso nnd tried to attack other

animals. She said family mem- "’

bera didn't close the door all the
way, leading the dog to run out.

As for its viciousnoss, sho
speculates the dog was protect-
ing her other dog, a female that
waas in heat.

“If you had someone chasing
you down with billy clubs, night-
sticke and flashlights, you'd
probably be mean, too,” Byrd

said,

Coincidentally, the parents of
the gir} bitten April 11 were
driving near Tulane and saw the
police and the dead dog. They
identified it to the officers as the
one that matched the descrip-
tion. .

The girl's friends, who were
with her when she encountered
the animal, confirmed the dog
shot was the one who had bitten
her. The girl's mother is relioved
the dog tested negative for
rabics. L

“If my husbnnd and I didn't go
down that street, the officers
wouldn't have known that was
the dog that bit my daughter,”
said Laura Reynolds.

“I feel bad about the dog being
shot. We love animals, but the
dog didn’t belong running looso
in the neighborhood.”
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worldly
yarns

I nternationol folk tales took
center stage Monday at
Wooddale Elementary School
during the Wild Swan The-
ater prescntation, "Tales of
Tricks and Trouble.”
Represented were Japan,
Poland, China and Africa,
with the theater group per-
forming folk tales from each.
The presentation: was
neeentuated with sound
effects by numerous percus-
sion instruments and flute.
According to Wooddale
Principnl Lasenia Jones, story
tellers brought the tales to life
with intriguing animation
and beautifully erafted props.
*The legends and the story
morals will be long lasting in
the minds of our students.”
The assembly was brought
to Wooddale by the Farming-
ton district school's PTA and
was supported by the Michi-
gan Council for Arts and Cul-
tural Affairs and the Michi-
gan Humanities Council in its
partnership role as adminia-
trator of the Touring Arte
Program.

Weight Watchers CEO eats light,
packs on inspirational message

BY DAVE VARGA
BTAFY WRITER

When Florine Mark gets up
every morn-
ing, she looks
in the mirror
and offers a
pep talk.

Mark, presi-
dent and
chairwaman of
The
Group Inc. in
Farmington
Hills, told visi-
tors ot the Cit-
izen of the Year/Community
Prayer Brenkfast on Wednesday
that this self-lecture has been a
habit of hers for years.

“Good morning Florine,” she
snid sho tells herself. “Today is
going to be o good one, and you
can do anything you want if you
want to do it bad enough, just for
today.”

The successful mother of five,
stepmother of two and grand-
mother of 18 has built a carcer
around loaing weight — having
shed and kopt off 50 pounds for
30 yenrs ~ and teaching others
the secret.

Florine Mark

1t all started with her visit to o
Weight Watchers program in
New York. When it worked for
her, she brought the program
back with her to Detroit. She
began by directing customers to
her first mecting by posting a
“Lose Weight” sign in o candy
store window, “Can you imagine
how nervy I was?” she said.

Eventually the company suc-
cceded and grew. Now, her WW
Group, Inc. is the largeat fran-
chise of Weight Watchers Inter-
national, covering 10 states plus
Ontario and Mexico.

After her husband died a
dozen years back, Mark said she
met a local doctor on a tennis
court and Inter married him. But
after they were married, she
tried to give her little speech to
herself by only mouthing the
words; it didn't work.

She found it had te be done
out loud. After her huaband
nsked about the talking going on
in the bathroom every morning,
she oxplained her pep talk and
he cven began doing it. “It really
works,” she told the audience.

it
At Wednesday's breakfast,

Mark ate nothing fruw the
breakfast of scrambled eggs,
bacon, potatoes, bagels, danish
and fresh fruit offered at the
Glen Oaks Country Club,
Instead, she only sipped a bot-
tled water she brought and
splashed the audience with
uplifting slogans.

“You can do what you want to
do if you believe in yourself,” she
said, “Just don't ask yourself to
do somothing that you can't be
succesaful in”

The other success story from
the morning was the emotional
story of this year’s Citizen of the
Year “Uncle” Jack Curd, who got
choked up during his acceptance
speech where he thanked Holly
and Mark Owen (of Colonial Car
Wash) and the band family,
Cathy Webb and her family, offi-
cials from the Farmington school
diatrict, the Farmington Com-
munity Library staff, the cham-
ber, both cities, area veterans
and, of course, the kids.

Ho also cited his wife, “Bar-
ney” and close friends in the
audience. Then, he lifted two fin-
gors in a “V," saying: “Peace,
good luck, God bless.”

- NBD donates books to Gill Elementary

In December, NBD Bnnl}
' in Michi 3

ploy

maore than
3,000 used and
new books to 16
Michigan ele-
mentary and
middle schoola.

Gill Elemen-
tary School in
Farmington
Hills will be
one of the
schools chesen
to receive a
variety of fic-
tion and nonfic-

tion booka.

National Cattlemen's Beef Asso-
ciation & Beef Board present
“Henlthy Entertaining With
Beel® at 8 p.m, Monday, May 11,
at the Farmington Weight
Watchers Center, 30076 Grand
River Ave.  *

A domonstration of healthy
ways to preparo beef dishea will
feature “Beef nnd Vegetable
Skillet.” Call 1-800-651-6000.

Help for adult children
Davis Counseling Center and
Gerger, Spivack and Associates
will sponsor two, six-session
groups for adult children of
addicted and/or dyafunctional
fomilics. Sessiona will be from

Employee cash contributi
of more than $5,000 and match-
ing contributions from the bank
were also used to supplement
thoe schools’ library collections.

Where's the beef?
Waeight Watchers ond the

[S.

10 n.m. to noon atarting Tucs-
doy, May b, or 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Weodnesday, May 8, at Davis
Counsoling Center in Farming-
ton Hills. Participation is limited
and preregistration is required,
The cost is $200 for the seriea.

Call 553-8550.
Locals help in hunt

Many local businesses particis
pated in the Jaycees annual
Easter Egg Hunt on April 4. The
hunt was made possiblo through
donations from  Target,
Schroeter’s Flowers nnd Gifts,
Burger King in downtown Farm-
ington, McDonald'’s at Orchard
Lake and Grand River in Farm-
ington Hills and Big Boy in
Farmington.

AAA honors

Gorald Trocchio of Farming-
ton, John Fischer of Farmington
Hills and David Skown of Farm-
ington have been named to the
President’s Council at AAA

chigan,

The council ia made up of the
company's top-performing sales
agenta.

Imagine yourself cruisin’ home
in your brand new 1998
Volkswagen Beetle! Hit the
JACKPOT on one of
our designated Slot Machines,
located around the Beetle on the
15t floor df Césino Windsor",

and win a 1998 Beetle to

call your very own!
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